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The man, in confcious Virtue bold^ 
Who dare his fecret Purpofe hold, 
Lrnlhakcn,-hc«rs the Crowds tumultuous Cries, 
And the impetuous Tyrants angry Brow defies. 
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4c 



To T *i ^ HoKeiiA»t»^ 

The Congress of the UnitcdrStatcs 

0? AMERICA, 
And to evtry Friend and Well-Wisher 

To the Rights and Liberties of Mankind* 

THE FQLLO'/VING 

VINDICATION 

OF HIS PUBLIC CHARAuCrER. 
In the Station of Director-Gbneral 

Ok the military HOSPITALS, 

And Physic IAN in Chief 

To THE AMERICAN ARMY, 
» »» 

With all deference to Rank and Authority, 

And with alz bzcomino FREEDOM, 

CHSARFULLV SUBMITTED 

Thsir ^most Respectful 

AND MOST OBEDIENT 

HVMBtC SSMVANT, 

JOHN MORGAN, 



PROLEGOMENON. 



TH A T a meart and invidious fet of men have look- 
ed upon my elevation to the rank of Directof • 
General and Physician in Chief, with an evil eye^ 
and long been concerting my removaly is a matter of which 
I have too fubftantial proof to doubt : That the un^ 
wearied pains I have taken to fupport oeconomy, regu- 
larity and order, fo far as they had been introduced iato the. 
department, before it came under my management ; to in- 
troduce, recommend and inforce them, where wanting ; 
and to oppofe and reform abufes that were creeping, or 
had already crept into it, from the infancy of the fervict., 
were the root of the enmity which fprung up againft my 
proceedings, are no lefs certam. It is equally evident 
that It received its growth and vigour from my inflexible 
yefolution of being faithful to my truft, in not fuffcrir^, 
lo far as it was in my power to pi in v ent, tKo a-flipati'>" 
of the ftores entruftedto me, for the ufes of the lick that 
Should be feat to the General Hofpital under my care, 
by expo£ng them to the wafte and depredation of movi 
v/hofe fchemes tended to the fubverfion of the Gene : ' 
Hofpital, in which they laboixred to raife themfelves ir.. 
an importance, which neither the General norCongrei^ 
ever intended, and from my putting a flop to thof:: 
abufes of which too many of them had been guilty. ' That 
thefe are the ftock from whence have fliooted thofe cla- 
mours, againfl me, which have .been fo carefully cult' 
"vaied, with a defign to injure my character with tl.c 
publick, under a pretence of interefting them in the 
fufferings of the fick, to which the imprudences of others 
had given rife and to fhift the blame from them on me, I 
doubt not will appear to the full conviftion of every 
impartial perfon, who has patience to attend to the fol- 
lowing Letters, Narrative,ProofsandIlhifli ation of faf-^, 
\:yhich I propofe to lay before them. 



But that niy enemies fliould be able, with all the arts 
of malice, to have influenced Congrefs to proceed to my 
difmifBon, on their partial reports, is what I had no 
thoughts they would have been fo bold, or fo bafe, as to 
attempt ; nor if they had, could I have imagined that they 
would ha>i^ fucceeded in their attempt. 

The manner in which I have conduced myfelf in the 
General Hofpital depaitmcnt; my ftridlobfervance of the 
refblves of Congrefs ; my vigilance, care and activity in 
the duties of my ftation the feveral plans I devifed for 
putting ii in the power of Congrefs, confiftently with 
their own original fchemes of oeconomy, to make a bet- 
ter provifion for the rigiraental Surgeons and fick, as well 
as . for the General Hofpital itfelf ; the advices I have 
communicated from time to time to feveral of the mem- 
bers, concerning the ftate and wants of the fick, and of 
the regimental Surgeons ; the evils I have foretold were 
likely to enfuc, and the remedies I pointed out ia time 
to prevent many of them ; and laftly, the toils and dan- 
gers to whitU I have mminuaMy cxpofed myfelf in dlf- 
chargc of iny truft, I concladed would ahvays,be a fuf- 
ficient fljield to proteft me from every aflault, till I 
could have notice of the defigns and movements of my 
enemies, been prepared for my defence, and have had 
time to have repelled them. Thofe inftances of zeal, 
diligence and uprightnefs of condudl:, I hoped, W'^re 
fuch, as neither malice could fcandalize, nor envy mis- 
intrepret. 

Will it be believed in a future day, that fo grave and 
illuftrious a fet of men, as compofe the American Con- 
grefs, fhould, on any partial reprefentation, without 
giving the perfon accufed an opportunity of exculpating 
himfelf from the charges brought againfchim, or know- 
ing what he was accufed of ; and without calling otx 
him to offer what lie had to hy, why he fiiould not be 
fo dealt with ; muking themfelves judges as well as hear- 
ers, pafs fentence, as if all that is faid, is proved ? Will 
k be believed, that on no bett-er evidence than the cla» 
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mours and tnifreprefcntations of interefted men, thejf 
would have difmiired,from an office of the greateft trult, 
One,whofe cftablifhed chara£ler and then- good opinion 
had called from private life, and exalted to that fkation ; 
One, who, neverthelefs, from his firft ftepping forth on 
the flags- of aftion. had alw^ays met with puijlic appro- 
bation and diftinguiflied honours, both at home and a- 
broad ; who had ferved his country in pofts of eminent 
trufl and ufefulnefs, with applaufe ; that they would, on 
the fu-ft application, have facrificed him to the crys of 
a fa(fli':n ? Would fuch a proceeding be thought confif- 
tent with equity, or been compatible with the reputa- 
tion of alels important Aflembly ? Would it be thought 
an aft of common juftice, in fuch a court, to proceed to 
puniflimeni, on a charge, which might be groundlefs, 
and that, for ought they knew, might have been refut- 
ed, as foon as mentioned ? At e the Membsrs of Con- 
grefs well affured, that on a mere pretence of fomething 
being done that ought not to have been done, or lome- 
■thing being omitted that ought tn be doae, ihey Uaye 
not made a vicStim of an innocent, or even meritorious 
fervant, to promote the ambition of an individual, 
or cover the faults of many, as if that offering would 
make atonement for their overflights or mifcondudt ? 
Is the difmiflion from an ofhce of fuch confequence, a 
matter of fo little moment, as to flaad in no need of 
even the formality of an inquiry ? Can fuch a ftep re- 
fleft honour on the mofl dignified Body of Men in 
America ? Is nothing further necefTary to find a perlbn 
guilty, than to accufe him of being fo ? Could that 
AfTembly be certain, that they were not, by this pro- 
ceeding, invalidating their own refolves, weakening the 
obedience due to their commands, and fliaking the ve- 
ry foundations of their authority ? 

To degrade an ofHcer from his rank, however lightly 
3fc may be thought of by vulgar minds, Is an aft of the 
highefl rigour, as it opens the mouth of obloquy, and 
points the tongue of flaader with deadly venom. 

^ What 
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What reparation can be made for fuch a hafty ju(?g« 
ment, if it is found to be fo ? Can any future inquiry 
into the merits of the caufe wholly extinguifh its fatal 
influence ? Is there a tribunal in the world that ha" 
paft fentence without a trial, that one may pronounce a 
proper tribunal, to which an innocent man may fafely 
appeal ? The higher the tribunal, the more fatal is the 
influence of prejudices. Has not the part the Congrels ^ 
has taken, in my difmiffioH, a direjft tendency to weaken 
and corrupt the proper evidences ? Can witntiTes that 
might be called in be fo impartial, as to give a full and 
faithful teftimony in favour of the accufed peribn ? 
'.Vill they readily produce fuch proofs in his favour as 
they could do, that might tend to applaud his conduel;; 
whom Congrefs, by a refolve, has thought fit locenfure i 
efpecially when thofe witnefs have their reliance on tha" 
Court, for prefent rank and future promotions ? Is th^:rc 
a more efi:eftaal bribe to ftop the mouths of evidences h\ 
favour of an innocent man, and to raife up enemies 
agiiinft him ? How unhappy then muft be the Ctuation 
of any one, which lays him under fo great an inconve- 
nience, that thofe who have it in their power to jufiiry 
his conduiH:, may be intimidated from doing it, fully and 
freely, as they wifh to do, for fear of giving oflencc to 
thofe on whom they are dependants ; fo that it is eaflec 
for thofe who incline to it, to do an innocent perfoji a 
mifchief, than to find many men fo jaft, as to produce all 
they know in his behalf, and, by vindicating him, incur 
the disfavour of thofe in power ? 

Under thole circumftances a man's defence muft 
liable to mifconftruftions ; whereas, had an inquiir 
been allowed, before difmiflion, full weight would havi 
been given to the evidences on both fldcs ; but by this 
funimary and unulual proceeding, is not the door fl-iiit: 
againfi: impartial juftice ; and fhouid the perfon be called 
to trial, beiore the Bench that condemned him, are not 
his Judges become a party againft him ? In whole favour 
they are likely to pals judgment, on rel'ercnce, let the 
feelings of mankind determine ! Notw ithflanding 
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Notwitbftanding I was fully feniible of the force of 
thel'e reafonings, yet fo confcious was I of my innocence^ 
and fuch was my opinion of the incorruptibility of the 
Congrefs, that, rather than lay under an imputation that 
afferted my character, dearer to an honeft man than life 
itfelf, on the firft notice of my removal from office, I 
immediately appealed to the Commander in Chief and to 
Congrefs, in hopes they would reconfider what had been 
fo haftily done againil mc. Three months are elapfed 
fince that appeal, nor have they thought fit to give mc 
any anfwer. 

To what other caufe can I impute it but their own 
reflexions, that there is not a fet of men on earth, fo' 
free from the influence of their own paflaons, that a 
pcrfon may trufthimfelf to their decifions, unheard, and 
to whom it is proper to appeal from their own decifions, 
thus made ? For who are fo free from biafs, as not to 
have a fecret wilh to find, that, in paffing judg- 
ment, they were juft. Can it be their defire to find 
that man blamelefs, to whom xhcy have behaved, as if they 
thought him otherwife ? Would it not be a reflexion 
on their haft:y judgment, when they have treated him, as 
guilty, to find him wholly innocent i 

But I will not do that Honourable Body the injufticc 
to entertain a fufpicion fo derogatory to them, as to 
confidcr my difmiflion, and the manner of it, as a re- 
gular, deliberate z€t of the Whole Body, or what they 
approved. I have heard it alledged, in their defence, 
againft fo injurious a fuppofition, that many of the 
moft refpeflable Members were abfent ; that fome of 
the States were not reprefented at the time ; and that 
feveral of the Members were wholly opofed to it ; that 
it was an aft into which they were fuddenly forced, by 
the clamours of a party, whom political neceffity, at 
the time, compelled them to gratify. 

But fuch is my opinion of the integrity, and fuch my 
<■ reliance on the honour of the Congrefs, as to believe 
that when they are furniflicd with the materials for 

judging 
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properly, they will be as ready to do me juftlce, as a 
pan of ihem have been to liften to the malice and mif* 
reprefehtation of my adverfaiies ; and lo (hew their 
magnanimity, by allowing that they have been capable 
of an error, by their readinefs to redrefs it. 'I'hefe 
conjSderations have iddiiccd me to print fuch an ac- 
count of my proceedings, a may enable them, and the 
publick, to fee with clcarnefs. and judge with convicftion, 
on the propriety or impropriety of my conduct ; and to 
put it in their power to condemn, or acquit rne, on fuffi' 
cient evidence. 

To fuppofe, as fome have been inclined to think, that 
Congrefs can obje£l to this appeal, from their judg' 
riient, to that of the publick, would be a greater reflex- 
ion, in my opinion, on their juftice, and do more inju- 
ry to th^t veneration we are bound to pay their virtue 
rind wlfdom, than I think aiiy Advocate of Liberty will 
dare to offer fo refp;cfab!e a Senate Would it not be 
incompatible with every idea of that llberiy and juftice 
for which America is now in arms, to dif-allow an ho- 
heft freedom of defence and expoilulatjon, or to fhut 
up the channels of communicating intelligence, b^^ 
which the publick may be truly informed of the pro- 
priety of their proceedings, if they rhean to maintaia 
the confidence of thof? who have furrendercd to thein 
their power and rights, not for their ov/n, but the pub- 
lic good ? Without this is allowed all our priviledges 
are but an empty boaft, " the hafelcfs fahrick of a vifioriy'' 
to which we are facrificing the moft i'ubrtaniial realities. 
Out of refpeO: to Congrefs. I h.-^ve thus long deferred 
my application to the publick. I can no longer, con^' 
filfently with my reputation, defer it. The 'X'ounds that 
are given by the envenomed tongue of calumny are 
deeper, and more fatal than the fword ; they deftroy 
what is dearer than life, reputation and peace of mind ; 
blemilhes on a man's pabiic character food fefler, ancl 
if not fpeedily removed, will contaminate every thing 
about him, and infecl the very air he breathes. He whofe 
B reputation 
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ireptitation is injured, is ever fufycO:ed ; bis fccicty is 
fhunned j he is looked upon as dangerous, as a walking 
ptftilence. I muft not therefore pafs over, in filence, a 
proceeding which ftrikes ib home at my honour. It 
would afford room for ingenious archite£ls to raife a 
f>ile of plaufible charges, which filence is no ways calcu- 
lated to refute. Evil reports are apt to fpread like wild 
fire, and even perfons not eafily inclined to it, by re- 
peating and circulating a flory fnow ball it from hand to 
hasid, whence it cannot fail to accumulate ; and where 
flanders have been fuffered to take root, there are never 
wanting feme perfons, who will ufe all kinds of manure 
to quicken the growth. And though my Friends are 
difpofed to look upon me as an innocent and injured 
perfon,yetI do not defire that they, or the world, fliould 
fet down fatisfied with a bare prefumption of my inno- 
cence, as my enemies have with that of my guilt. I ra- 
ther wifti them to unite, in calling on rae^ to perfiil in 
dragging from their dark retreats, and chaining down 
thole barking cerberi, thofe pefls of fociety, who lay 
in v/ait to prey on the reputation of others ; and to pro- 
ceed in laying open my condudl, and their evil mpchina- 
tions, fo long as any doubt remains of either, and the 
means of obtaiaing and communicating evidence on the 
fafls, are within my power. 

Before I enter upon the taflc, may I be permitted, with- 
out offence, to guard againft a miftake that fome may, 
perhaps, otherwife fall into. They may fuppofe, frcm 
the pains I am taking to vindicate myfelf from ground - 
Icfs imputations, that I wifh, or aira to be reftored to 
the place from which I have been removed ; and that 
I ought rather, on the firft appearance of the injuflice 
done me, to have refigned my commiffion, by which I 
might have freed myfelf from much trouble, and have a- 
voided the public difcred It of bting removed from it. After 
1 have given fuch evidence, as I have done, of the rea- 
dinefs with which I confented to ferve my Country, at 
the iiift call, as a proof of my piinciples, and of my 
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obedience to their commands, I flatter myftlf I majr, 
wichout offence, be allowed to acquaint the world, th{tt, 
on the very firft intimation I ever received of the cOme 
plaints made to Congrefs, I called for an iii«imediate 
hearing. The honourable Member who informed me 
of them, gave ipe a hint of rpfignation bemg the mof^ 
advileable ftep to be taken, in the like circumftances, to 
<^uict thofe clamours. Could I have firft vindicatad my 
innocence, I fhould have refigned with pleafuie, for I 
had not the remotellrwifh to continue in an ofRce that 
was fo intolerably burdenfome, when there was fuch 
want of difcipline to inforce thofe icgulattons, which 
both the Congrefs and Commander in Chief thought 
were b:f|: ; iior did I think a fervice that, for want of 
difcipline and fuitablc provillon, was in a ftate of the ut- 
moft anarchy and confufion, fo very honourable, as to 
have a defire to remain in it, one moment longer, than 
by fo doing I couM be ufeful to my Country.— But had 
I lefigned, before I had been favoured with an examina- 
tion into my condudl, it might rather have prepoffefTed 
the world with an opinion, that there was fome ground 
for thofe clamours againfl me, of which I was no ways 
confcious. I dett i niiticJ, thetefore, to infifl on an in- 
quiry into my conduct, and having fully vindicated it, to 
have clofed with their pcrmiffion to refign, had it been 
allowed mc to do fo. 

1 fhould then have rejoiced to have efcaped froni that 
fcene of confufion to which I had been fo long awitnef?, 
and in which I could not be ufeful, to my former fta- 
tion, in piivate life. On this ground I confider my 
difmiflion, not only as more honourable than a refigna- 
tion, without a previous juftification of my conduct, but 
than a continuance in oflice, under the circumflances I 
have been in, almoft ever fince I accepted that com- 
iniffion. But I particularly rejoice in it, as it affords me 
an opportunity of vindicating my coadutSt, not only to 
the Whole Congrefs, but to the Whole World, and 
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having done It, I leave the event to that God who rules 
the world, and in whofe hands are all our ways. 

Every thing I deem nectffary, at prcfent, for my full 
juftification, is contained in the following letter to a. 
friend at Philadelphia, my memorjal to General Waft;- 
ington, and the letters and refolvcs of Congrefs, 
with the proofs and illuftrations that are fub- 
joined in the appendix. 1 (hall make no other apo- 
logy for laying them before the publick in that forin 
and order, than that I think them the befV adapted to 
give both Congrefs.and the publick, full information of 
the nature of my conduil ; and if, in the courfe of my 
Xiarrativcj the h£ts I adduce, and the remarks whicji 
arife upon them, fhould Iccmto glance obliquely on any 
particulars, I hope I may be allowed to plead that the 
treatment I have met with, and the nature of my vindi- 
cation, requires freedom, and that I fliall be excufed m 
the eye of reafbn, and with every candid mind, if I do 
iiot fmother the truth, and thereby weaken my defence, 
merely to avoid giving pain to any, - 



J LETTER to a friend at Philadelphia. 

Bofion, April 17, 1777. 

*' Tudet hoec opprobria nobis^ 

** Jut did pGttiiJfe, aiit non potuijfe refelli" 

'Dear Sir, 

I Am obliged to you, for the accounts I have received 
of thofe loud clamouis, which have been circulat- 
ing through Philadelphia, at my expcnce. I have inclof- 
ed, and already fent to the poft-ofFice, the news-papers 
of laft week, and of this day, containing my anfwer to 
thofe injurious charges fo groundlefsly, and yet fo mali- 
cioufly propagated, by certain virulent caluminators, 
which, I flatter my felf, will Open a door for a full and 
artiple vindication 6f the whole of my condu£l ; a con- 
dud wtiich I fhaU never fuffer to be traduced, in fo 
[ . • vils 
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vile 3L manner, a? hath been attempted, by a fet of weak, 



• The news-papers, here referred to, are the Independent Chronicle, of April 
loth and 17, asd the Bofton Weekly Advertifer, of the 17th ; Trom which it 
my be proper to acquaint the reader, that in that of April the loth, being in- 
foimcd of fome evil minded pcrfons who had tak«n upon them to raife and cir- 
culate a number of faife repoits and gtoundlefs cUmcurs, at Bofton, on account 
of my having taken poiTeflion of the mcdici ' esand fh ip furniture cfDt. SyUefler 
Gardner, and Dr. William Perkins, of B' flon, for the ufe of the array ; and to 
, a^ledge that many of the fuflerings of the fick, in the laft campaign, aiofe frcia 
my having unjuftly with held froip ibem (or from the Re G I m r ^' t a l Sur- 
geons) thofe ftoiea which they weie entitled to draw from the General Hofpitaf, 
I came to Bofton on purpofe to call upon the peifors pointtd our, as the principal 
authors of thofe reports, re«juiring ihem to make good that charge, and at the 
fame time inviting any perfons, who ha^ any thing to r.^Ter zgtlnft me, that le- 
garded the faithful difcharge of my truft, to ftep forth, and llate their accufation*. 
I then proixifed to lay before the pubhck, a faithful and txail account of every 
proceediiig, relatWe to the difcharge of my duty in the above ftaticn, by which 
the world would be enabled tc judge whether thecVarges were well founded, or 
only proceeded from a fpiiiti>f malignity and detraftion. 

In the papers of the lyth, I communicated the relult of that examination, 
with a fetter, calling upon the author of the report, concerning the removal of 
the medicines, to know what he had to offer j to which he returned a fhort 
evaf;ve anfwer, difclaiming the charge, which is theie publifhed, together with a 
full account of the tranfiftion. 

In that paper the public were informed, that in refpedl to theremoTal of the 
drugs, medicines and fhop furniture in qutftion, I had the order of General Wafli- 
inj$ton, in writing, for what I d.id, backed with a refjlve of the Council ar.d 
Ailembly of the State of Mjfli:chufects-I3ay, after a frqueftiation of the property 
of thofe perfons ; — that they were removed to New-York, for the ufe of the ar- 
my ,— that whatever was done by me, in th's afldir, was merely official 3-— that 
an inventory of the whole was left-withthe Bofton Committee, that in cafe the 
former owners fli ,u Id return to town, and be entitled to claim a reflitution of 
their effidls, the value might be duly afcertaif.td ; — th.at a paiticiilac and faith- 
ful account of every thing done in this bufinefs, was tranfmitted to the Adjutant 
General, to be laid before the Commander in Cliief, f^r which 1 received thank* 
for the matter ana manner of what I had done ^— -and that an inventory of" 
every hofjiital ftore, remaini/;g on hand, being made ojt by the A;'oth:cary of 
the General Hofpital, with care and exaGnefs, was tranfmitted to Gtr.era! Wifh- 
ington and the Congrefe, of which 1 kept an authentic copy ; cond^d'rig this 
head with an addrefs to thofe perfons, to takf; ihime ar.d ccnfufici) of face to 
themfelves, -.vho, judging only from the corruption of their owt) hearts, appear 
to think it impoff.ble for men, to whom mucli is entrullcd, to keep fiee fiom 
that pollutioJi of hands, which they fiod in ihemfelves fuch a yronencfs to con- 
ttzQ. 

In regard to the ftcond charge, wh'c!-i relates to the with-holdlng the hofpita) 
fior«3 ; this fcsing reported againfl ir.e, b_» Dr. Story, Surgcori uf Col. Litilt'e 
■ " RegiratiU, 




It is in vain for any of my friends to expe£l, that I will 
fet ftill under thp bafe imputationsy or reft latisficd in 
that general perfwafion they all have of my innocence, 
or acquicfce in any thing fliort of a full and impar- 
tial difcuffion of every particular,relative to my proceed- 
ings, in my late ftation. 
You would comfort me vifith this true obfervatiorijthat 
it is not for men in public ftations, in times like thefe, 

to 

reg'msnt, I wote a letter to him, April 8th, calling on him to explain 
himfttif lor taking fuch unwarrantable licence as he lisd done, aHuring him 
that no man, be his rank in life what it may, fhculd be fcffcred to do it, with 
impunity ; Dr. Stovy declining to tik: any notice of it, that letter w as publ'flie^ 
in the Indeprnd'nt Chronicle, of the 17th of April, with the fjllowing Declara- 
tion of Gol. Jofeph Trumbul), Efqj Commifliry-General of the American aiiny. 

To all ivhom it may concern. 

BY. \r. knDwn, th»t — whereas 1 have been informed that It has been Induft- 
rio;)fly propagiMed by fome evil-minded perfons, in divers parts of the Coun- 
tr/ — That Dr. John Morgan, lat; Diredljr-General of the Continental Hcf- 
jiital, has drawn from the CommilVary-Gcnerarj office, the well rations, Lr the 
fi;k, while in the General Hofpital, and that he has pocketed the fa:r.e fc: 
c'*n en»')lument j I have this day made examination of my books, citrk?, &c.— r 
Sjid find thatl have not a charge in my beoks, of a single PENNY paid to 
faid Daftor Mcr gan, or any other Hofpital Surgeon under him, on account of 
Mtions for the fick ; nor did 1 ever pay any thing, on that account, to Diftor 
iWoR GAN, fo that there cannot be the leaf) foundation for fuch alpcifi >n 0/ hii 
charafter — I have paid LARGE SUMS for the rationi of the fick, in Regimtn- 
ial and Bngadt K'j^pitalz, to many Brigade and Regimental Phyficians artd Sur- 
l>eon*, but never a fatthing to faid Doftor Morgan, or any General Hofpital 
Phvfician or Surgeon whatever. 

Giren under my hand at Hartford, 2d of ApriJ, 1777. 

JOSEPH TRUMBULL, Commiffjry-Geneial. 

N. B. The fuhltck are nvm informed., that Dr. Story having afterwards ht- 
Jtftuatfd — tbjt, '•' 'whiti be iva: prcpirly called upon, b$ did not dcubt be jhouid. 
b: rthli to hpbort 1uh.1t be had at any time aduanced." I called upon lim in per- 
Jon, for an eyplanation, when he thought fit to deny, that, at the very time hi 
ii^rmid the- fujfi'irg^s of the ftck tt have arif^n from the caufe af^gned, of ivitb- 
bitdirg frc:n I'-e Pf^'n-.ental Surgeons or fick, tubal he Jutpojed them entitled to 
d'-in-j fro^. the G.-.-.-ral H'.fpi'a! i [!e which, hctuevcr, they bad no claim ) << bt 
tjd nny thought cf Dr. 'Morgan s halving any intention to defraud the Continent." 
Lfjflly, it ts proper it pculd be known that the aforeminticned inuirstiin, if any 
mrtrr had a.ny thing to alledge againfi the fcifhful dif:harge of his truft, to fiep 
ft'th nrd dedireit, has been alfo pr^n'ed in the Rho'de-ljland, Connefiicut and 
Pbiladelpbij papers, without any the leafi rei'y ; from ivh:nce all rr.en may 'iiidge 
bow g-^nndhfs, as luell as miH:ioin, thoft clamours ivere ; and, no doubti ivH/f 
is bebalfcfinjvredinn9:ence,feil a }:tfi inJlgnatiin at She autkir: tbcnif. 
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to cxpc£l to be free from cenfure, nor Ihould they be 
difcoui-aged at the obloquies, with which fomc men wiftl 
to ftain their characters ; they ought to content ihem- 
lelves with this rcmaik, that men of worth, who are not 
only innocent, but whofe conduct is meritorious, are 
moft liable to be traduced by ignorant and dcfigning 
men that not to viect ivith envy and hack-biting, is a 
frequent effect of compliances ^ which argue a loeakncfs 
unworthy of confidence j that my friends know I do not 
wifli to be popular at fuch a price, but have rather court- 
ed the flanders of the envious , by a fteady perfeverance 
in my duty, thafi lay a train for the compliments of 
flatterers, by favouring their dark purpofcsP 

You proceed in remarking, ** That it is no unufual 
matter, in the want of fucctfs in any undertaking, for 
thofe who have been the authors of any public calamity, 
in order to fhift the fault from iheml'elves, to lay it ac 
the door of others." 

You fay you are convinced, that what I wrote to you 
of my fufpicions, was true j ** that this cry againft me 
is owing to my fteadinefs to difcharge the truft repofccl 
in me,-accordirig to the beft of my judgment, knowledge 
and abilities, and in not yielding to the repeated at- 
tempts of ignorant or bad mea, to encroach upon mV 
department, who wifhed that I wouid iifue all expenflvei 
ftores to their orders, without their being accountable 
for them, contrary to my inftruiftions, by v/hic h they 
would be expofed to rapine and diffipatioi:, without a 
poffibility of replacing tliem, and my character juftly 
fufFcr for fubuiitting to an unlicenfed prodigality and 
breach of duty and orders. Yon'obferve that mine " is 
not the only inftancc of a mas's reputation being oflered 
up a victim to the ignorance or ambition of others " 

You tell me you now fee clearly, what 1 had often 
fold you before, and have now experienced to my coH: 
That it is no eafy matter for a perfon, placed at the head 
of any department, th^t requires "a ftriift and wary atten- 
tion, net to be borne dov^-n by ignorant or dcilgning 
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men, or to preferve the dignity of the place romml'.ted 
to him, without which however, he mufl: unavoidably 
cxpofe himfelf to a thoufand rude attempts to dilhonour 
his judgment, and oblige him to a£l inconfiftcnt with it.** 
You wifti me to fupj?oit myfelf under this reflexion, 
that, ** the beft provilion thofe men can make, for all 
events, v?ho are above fuch compliances with the ways 
of the world, as may impeach their honour, or offsr 
violence to their confcience ; and to whom the jwdg- 
ihent and approbation of the world is matter of but le- 
CGnd confideration, is to have a firm confidence in Pro- 
vidence, that he will not fufFei their innocency to be ut- 
terly opprefled, or notorioufly defamed, 'and yet expeft 
the gufts and ftorras of rumor, envy and deti a£tion ; to 
look On thefe as z purgatory he is unavoidably to pafs 
through, and depend upon time, and the goodnefs of 
heaven for a vindication ; and by conftantly performing 
all the duties of his place and ftation with juftice and 
integrity, prove to all men, how groundlefs thefe charges 
were, that men of fecret defigns have imputed to him.'* 
To thefe judicioiis reflexions and oblervations, per- 
mit me to reply-- That to pafs over, in filence, a proceed- 
ing, which fti ikes fohome at a tnan's reputation, as that 
of his difmiflion from a public fl:ation, and being fuper- 
ceded, without a caufe afllgncd, will be confidered, by 
raoft of mankind, as an argument of confcious guilt — 
The complaints which have been made, ought fiirely to 
have been heard before a court of war, which was 
doubtlefs the proper method of proceeding for ofi'ences, 
fuppofcd to be committed agamft the array, betore which 
fnch an inquiry might be made, as would determine the 
validity of the acccufation, and how far the perfon ac- 
cufed was worthy of condemnation, acquital, on honou-- 
rable -acknowledgments of the fervices he had done, and 
particularly for his care to avoid all thofe methods and 
precedents, which men of Icfs fcruple would have laid 
hold of, for their own advantage, and thought even 
juftifiable. Is it not hard to meet with fuch treatment 



as this, whe6 a peribn's conduct hns been iijguiy meri- 
torious, In the lacrifices he has made by entering into 
the fervicc ; the lofs he has endured in it i the fatigues, 
toils and dangers to which he has been expofed ; the 
thrdwing himi'cif out of bulinefs, and ni?.king himfelf a 
marked character to fervc his Country, in a poft where- 
in his countrymen conctived he could be particularly 
ufcful, frorri his Former experience and k nowledge in mi- 
Ittai y hofpifa'sjwhen they could meet with noneother.T/hc& 
had the fame pretence to experience, that would accept o€ 
it ; and who has iuggeited, to them the proper plans for 
improving.aridpufingit on abetter footing than he found 
it ? i^^Iuft he, in filence, behold others riin away with rhe 
merits of his performances and build on his founda- 
tions, who could neither pretend to the <ame experie^xe, 
nor done the fame duty nor run the fame i iiksand hazards^ 
and quietly put up with the mifpUiccd ce.ifures of .the 
publiclc ? Muft he content, h.mielf with the repeated 
**Jic vos non vsbis^' of the Mantuan Bard ? - ■. 

Where is the honour of d fervice, or what the fafety 
of accepting a place of truft, if the mofi punclual com- 
pliance with the orders of his fuperiois, and in manj^in-' 
itances, contrary to his own judgment, is to lay the foynda.- 
tion ©fa man's ruin? if any Tub' i'c. malicious, or yindidlivc 
INSINUATIONS, on thc One hand ; or the ambiti»N o6 
afpiring men, on the other ; fliall, at any lim.e, prevail 
againft thofe, who have made a iaci ifice of their private 
interefts, to follow their Countiy's call, iii their par- 
ticular ftatic^n ; who value their integrity fhore thaa 
popularity, and cannot be brought to a6t in contradic- 
tion to their confcience or judgment, ho\Vcver powerful 
attempts are made to oblige thern to do it ; or if the 
£hara<?:er and reputation of one', who hr.3 fer''7^:d thc 
public!-, in places of rank* and truft, faithfal'ly, irre- 
proachably, with honour and applaufe, is to immo- 
lated to the MiSREPrtESEN tATioNS of others, or to' 
the defigns and wifh'es of a more sweli^inG iNTEi'EST» 
'vithout any trial, or giving the party aecufed the leHl^ 



notice of what nature were the complaints laid to his 
charge, or who were his accufers, that he might be able 
to fliow to the world, how groundlefs the accufationu 
were, and how far their clamours were founded on pri- 
-^ate pique, difappointed "expeftations, or fecret rcfcnt- 
inent ? 

Docs not this condud tend to overthrow the founda" 
tion of civil Liberty, which can only be fecured by im- 
partial trials, bfforc diC-interefted Judges, where the ac- 
cufed perfon and the accufers, are brought face to face, 
and where full weight is given to the evidence in favour 
of the accufed ? .WKat line is there betwixt this and 
DESPO I'ISM ? At this late, who is free from the fatal 
.cffcdls of influence ? Have not the States of America 
cTaiiaed this elTential right, as one of the main pillars of 
their Liberties ? Or have Americans, who contend 
againft what they declare to be an illegal ufurpaiion 
from abroad, on the natural rights of mankind, no laws 
to fecure them from opprelSon at home ? Has the Britilh 
fubje£t a defence againft that of a King, that fliould at- 
tempt to violate thofc rights, and an American none 
againft the injuftice of his equals^ when joined with 
power to injure him ? 

Is it a misfo:-tune, eallly to be borne, that any perfons 
fhould lay under a charge, v/hich it was ihedui^y ofthofe, 
who are the authors of it. to have made good ? Is it not 
conilftcnt with rhe principles of equity, that every ac- 
cufed perfon fhould be deemed innccent, or judgment be 
fufpended till guilt is p ovcd ? liCr all confider, what 
mifchief may happen to themfeives. if, upon a general 
charge, without the mention of a^y one crime, a perfon 
is to be degraded from his rank and office ; for who is 
fecure frora the confcqucnces of fuch a precedent ? Or, 
if men of fecret defigns can thus fihelter themfeives, by 
iacrificing thofe, who, from a fenfc of duty, remain im- 
moveable againft every efFoct to draw them aftde, from 
their duty, who is certaia that he ftiall efcape the dan- 
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To INCAPACITATE, in this manner, Is no fuch Imati 
punilliment, that a man may eafily endure, though he 
be innocent. •* It is to scourge ; it is to whjp with 
SCORPIONS ; it is a puniJJment^ calculated only for Cz- 
NEROvs MiNp.s, thus to rob men of their Honours it 
is to lay a ftain upon them, which, though undeferved, 
a whole life is too fhort to efFsce the impreffion, with- 
^ out it be fully vindicated ; and, to them, is worfe than 
d,sath. It reaches to innocent friends and relatives, who 
•would rather h^ar of their death, than their difgrace. 
It is to deflcoy a man's peace of mind ; it is to expCle 
kim to the tongue of flander, and the rude attempts of 
wicked men, who, by their behaviour, feem to think it a 
merit t© load him with reproaches, as one without th$ 
ihadow of a virtue, 

" Nulla virtiite redemftum 

** a vitiis." 

But if I am proved guilty of mifconduft in my office, let 
^ ray guilt meet with its defert ; but on me, on me alone, 
let the public indignation fall': Let not one friend ever 
pity me : Let every trace of fympathy and compaffion 
be obliterated from the tender breaft of every relative j 
of every dear and tender connexion ! On the other 
hand, if I am found innocent, I muft inllfl: upon my 
right, of publickly afTei ting and maintaining that inno- 
cence, although hofts of evil-minded men fhould oppofe 
themfelves to the attempt, and I truft in Heaven, that it 
will come forth, on the teft, as gold tried in the furjiacc, 
without mixture of alloy. 

Nor fhall I reft, at eafe, till my vindication is as well 
known, and circulated as far as the malice of my acculers 
has fpread, and the difreputation fully wiped away, 
which the Congrefs has caft upon me, by To fliameful a 
difmillion from office, on a mere acculation, without 
proof, and without an hearing,although i-epcatedly called 
for before that took place ; and I apprehend it will be 
found, upon proper inquiry, that at the rifk of my re- 
pjitation/o grofly and lhamcfully :nfulted,and of populai- 

favoufs) 
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favour, which I mig\it eafily have acquired however, 

at the trifling expence of homur^ and of the trvjl repofed in 
me by Congrefs^ whiMl I lyas fighting ia their caKle, 
Jiavmg efcaped the I'eciet ambuihts oi latent enemies, X 
was placed, Uriah-like, in the foicfront of battle, amidft 
enemies let in formidable array againft me*, then deferted, 
and left to fall, unfupported, by thole who placed me 
Khere ; and whofe duty it was to have protected me 

Ifone,who being only accountable, by his commiflion, 
to the Congrefs and Commander in Chief, and who was 
snore particularly under their wing, could not be fhel- 
tered, even by them, fiom fo furious an onlct, fuch ^ 
violation of the coirimon rights of mankind, till he could 
be brought to trial, and his guilt or innocence eftablifhed 
on undeaiable evidence, I alk, oncejnore, who then is 
fate ? ■ ■ • . 

You have gone on. Sir, to tell me, " that on the firft 
irumour of my difmilEon, and the manner in which it 
fi. ft took place, yo~u felt all that indignation that might 
foe expelled from friendfliip, on lb interefting an occa- 
iion ; but that you fuifcred but a few nroments of re- 
31e6tion to take p ace, before you were convinced of the 
ialfity of the charges, which you fay, you are fure I can 
dear up to the entire f.uisfadlion of an impartial world ; 
as you proceed, you enter into the fenlibilities of my own 
hf^rt. on thefirft news of my being treated fo ixnwor- 
chily." 

As you difcover a defire to know what reception thefe 
Tumours met with from myfelf, I muft inform you o£ 
certain circ\amftances that prepared me, in fome fort, to 
think that ill offices had been done mc, by unknown 
perfons; which I was determined, if poffible, to iindout. 
I acknowledge that I feltrelentment rifing in my brcaft, on 
occafion thereof, the firft emotions of which I could not 
Inpprefs ; 1 was refblved to reftrain them, however, till 
I had fet on foot an inquiry into the caufes of fuch treat- 
inent,as I met with,and,if matters were not explained to 
my fatisfaftiofl, to lefigti my coramiffjon^ aad bid adieu 
^- ■■ ■ ■ ■■■ • to 
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ro a fcrvice, in which an injury was offered to my fenfb' 
of honour 

By the votes of Congrefs, 0£lober the 9th, it feems I 
was, in efFeft, degraded f'-om the rank of Direftor Gc-' 
neral and Phyfician in Chief, to the rank of Dicr^or 
only, and rcftricTtcd to the. department on the Eaft fide o£ 
Hudfon's-River ; — whilftthe Dire£lor of theflying cainp» 
who had been appointed, after the campaign began, to 
the temporary fervice of that campaign, without waiting 
the ifTue of his fervices, was put on an equal, or, to fay 
the truth, a preferable footing, contrary to the rules and 
difcipline of war * Inftead of making his reports to 
me, as Director- General, as had beenfoimerly ordered, 
by a Refolve of Congrefs, July 17, we were both to 
make ijjur reports to Congrefs. I was ordered to cftab- 
lifli an florpital, at a proper diftance from camp, for 
the army polled on the Eaft fide of the North-River, 
when thvTe was no convenience for doing it on that fide, 
at any fuitable diftance, being hemmed in by the two 
rivess, and the enemy's forces, on either fide. He was 
.to ert.tblifli an Hofpital in the Jerfeys. on the Weft of 
Hudfon's-River, and to diredl if, where alone any fuita- 
ble accommodations could be provided for the fick, with 
any the leaft regard to the convenience of tne army, or 
the prefervation of the fick.. Here almoft the whole of 
the Hofpital ftores and medicines were lodged, snd near 
one half of the Hofpital Surgeons and Mitcs of my de- 
partmeHt were •, as well as all the wounded brought from 
Long-Ifland, and the fick of the General Ho/pital at 

New- York, 

* That I m'ght not mi.likf, I wrote to Mr. Gerry, a Member of Cong'cfc/or 
aa ejcplanacion of that refolve : His anfwer is as follows. 

Pbiladilph'sdy Nivcmhcr JO, 17 76. 

«< I hsvereceivedjfoui favour of the 7 th inilant. With ref; efl ro themcan'ng 
of the refolve of ordeiing the «< DiiTE c TOR s" to takrczre of fhe fick.ss ihey may 
be on the E»ftor Weft fido of the river ; it appears to me to be this, lliat what- 
ever fick of the army ftall happea to be on the Eaft fide, they rhill be undtr the 
care of yourftlf ; and the others under direfiion ofDr. SiiiprsK," 

I am well informed, by a gentleman of unqueftionablc honour ard veracity, 
and who had feen his letter to Dr. Sjiippen, about the fame rime, that his 
addrefs to him '.va?,t'j 3r. i-at? psn," Uirfftor-Gcneia', " A word :o ih'. 
Wife." 
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New- York, who, as the objecl of my pecuh'ar care, were 
conveyed to the Jerfies, for their greater fafcty and bet- 
ter accommodation. 

At this very jun6\urc, it was the General's plcafure 
thit I fhould proceed to Hackinfack, on the Weft fide 
of the river, to cftablifh other hofpitals for the increafing 
iick. I applied to him, to know in what light I was to 
confider thofe refolves j and whether, conliftently with 
them, I could continue to eftablirti hofpitals, or provide 
for the fick. that fhould be carried from the Eaft to the 
Weft lide of ihe river, fo that they fhould remain under 
my o'vn care and fupcrintendence, or whether I was 
not, by (hofe refolves, to be deprived of the only hofpi- 
tals I '-^.d^ that were fit for the accommodation of the 
iick and v/iunded, and of the principal hofpital^orts 
which I had left, that I could command ; they beiilg, at 
the retrtiat from New- York, fent to Newark, the only 
place, where they could be difpenfed with fafefy and con- 
Ycni-^nce. for the ufe of the troops on New- York ifland, 
and in its neighbourhood. 

But General WafhingtOD and General Green, who 
was prefent. gave it as their opinion, that the refolves of 
Congrefs extended only to diftinguifli the two armies, 
for which fepiratc hofpitals were, to be eftabliflied j that 
I was directed to eftablifh one. for the fick and wounded 
of General Wafhington*s army, that was pofted on 
Ibe Eaft fide of Hudlon's-River ; and that the other 
gentleman was to take care of the fick of the flying 
camp, and fnch other of the troops, as happened to be 
then on the Eaft fide of the North-River, which was 
T)u!y a temporary ftption. This view of matters, in fome 
meafure, compofe'd niy apprehcnfions at that time. I 
was unwilling to admit ths iuppofition that Congrefs, 
which, I was bound to think, wiflied order and fubordi- 
nation to be kept up in every department of the army, 
intended that he Ihould interfere with my power, and 
Superior appointment of Diredsr-General, though, for 
♦he fake of prefent convenience, he might be ordered to 

make 
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make his report dircftly toCongi efs. I therefore conclud- 
ed, as well from the conftrvilion put upon it by the Gene^ 
rals, as from the reafonablcnefs of the thing itfelf, that I 
was not prohibited from fixing hoipitals, eithti on the 
call or weft fide of the river, as bcft apfwered for the 
^ army pofted on the eaft fide. I could not conceive that 
the lives of the men, that compoied that army,weie to be- 
facrificed, by a limitation of the place in which they were 
to be taken care of, or that a plan was laid for reducing 
me to a mere cypher, and to throw the whole, power of 
the department into the hands of an inferior officer, as 
Doctor Shippcn certainly was, however he might affeft 
an equality^ 

Agreeable to this inference, I repaired to Hackinfacfc, 
by the General's order, to dircfl the necefl'ary provifion, 
to be mzdt, for the reception and accommodatic n of the 
» fick, from York ifland, and direfted a fecood divifion of 
the Hofpital Surgeens, of my immediate department, to 
attend, and take the care of them. 

Although I never was allowed to be abfcnt from the 
army, and fcarcely permitted to be at any diftance, for 
the {horteft time, from Head-Quarters ; yet the great 
weight of providing for, and taking care of the fick of 
the whole army, refted on my ftiouldcrs alone and yet 
my hands were fo tied up by refolves of Congrefs, and 
geheral orders, as to leave little freedom for proper ex- 
ertions. In particular, I had no Deputy or Afilftant 
under mc, to fibarc any part ot the burden of my de- 
' partment, however extcnfive. One Surgeon and five 
Mates were all that had been allowed me, from ihe be- 
ginning to this time, for every five thoufand men j when 
atleaftone thoufand men, in every five, werr Ibrnetimes 
confidered as unfit for duty. And though I whs called 
upon, as if I was a Comniifi^iry, to attend to the daily pro- 
vifion returns of all the fick In the army jfpread thro' many 
miles, not only of the hofpital, but the regimental fick, 
and to provide them with accommodations, as a Eai rack- 
Mailer, and with hofpital furniture;, as a Quarter- Maftei^ 

?.nd 
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and that, contrary to the refolvcs of Cengrefs (fo igno- 
rant and unieafonable were the Regimental ourgtops, 
and even ibme of the militia Generals, in requiring it) 
yet I had no other aid, than what could be ali-ordcd me 
by thofe gentlemen, who had only the rank and pay of 
Hofpital Surgeons, but who were obliged to do the duty 
of Deputy Dirtdlors. for which I wifhed ihem to be 
cloathed with more power, than they were entitled to, 
when adling under the funple commiiHon of Surgeons. 

Perhaps artful men may here alledge, that I ought, 
therefore, to have fubmitted to the difficulty, and dil- 
charged my care of the fickjof the a; my, on the weftern 
Director. I would alk them for what purpofe> whi ther 
to bury him with the load, when he could no move take 
care of the flck of the flying camp only, than I could of 
the whole army, unlclsby depriving me of my own offi- 
cers and Oores ; or was it, to reduce me to a cypher, in 
order to raife him into importance ? Had the Congrcfs 
fuppofcd that I had too much, and he too little to «!o, [ 
would cheerfully have transfei red to him the fupcrin- 
tendence,and management of as many, as his heart defir- 
ed, only rcferving my rank, and , the command of my 
own officers, hofpitals and ftores. But 1 have , good 
grounds to believe, that his underhand attempts to in- 
terfere with me, in my department, and his intereft with 
a partirular fet, which has been employed to elFc£t my 
removaljwith a view to promote his deiign of fucceeding 
me, have operated more powerfully to accomplilh it, 
than all otherSjthat have been held up, as the ofienfiblc 
caufes of my removal j which, however he may think, 
from being tranfafted behind a curtain, they lye conceal- 
ed, can be eafily traced to their author, and are of a 
ciffue with the reft of his conduft towards me, on fimilar 
occafiens. 

But whilft I was left deftltute of help, what affiftance 
was allowed, In the mean while, to the Director of the 
flying camp ? I was well affured, from his own lips, that 
he had not long acled in that ftation, before he was 

complimented 
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compHmented with the appointment of a deputy, having 
the rank, title and pay of Affiftant-Bire»^oi*, or, as he 
told me, however ftrange and incorrfiftent it maV ap- 
pear, of Afliftant-Diredlor-General. Thus it fares with 
the man, I will not f<iy as Haman did, whom the king 
deliglits to honcfur ; but v/hom governing connexions 
jhuie to make conTiderable, at the cxpence of others. 

However this was cffedkd, whether by his own fore- 
caft, or that of his friends, will any man pretend to fay 
that this appointment, and the manner of wording the 
refolves^ of Congrefs, October 9th, did not ferve the ■ 
purpofes of neft eggs, on which to brood and hatch dc- 
figns, not thought of by Congrefs, as a body ? What 
will indifferent men think of thefe refolves, fo contrary 
to my commiffion of Diredlor-General, Odlober 17, 
1775, and the report ofCongrefs, Augofl: 20th, to ef- 
tablifti my rank beyond difpute ? See the appendix, 
page -^o. 

Whilft fuch in auxiliary appointment is made to give 
weight and importance to a temporary Diredlor of a fly- 
ing cam-p j and refolves procured afterwards, to raife 
him to greater importance, and to bring me down to a 
level i and when fubfequent meafures are taken, to dif- 
poiTefs me of the powers of aftion, to tyc up my hands, 
and yet to make me accountable for misfortunes, beyond 
human reach to pre.-ent, and for the mifconduft of 
others ; to transfer my ftores, my hofpitals, my furgeons 
andofficers, to another-, and yet blame me for the conle- 
. que'nces : who is fo blind as to fee no defigns in ail thi?, 
or fo wilful, as to afcribe the whole to mere accident ? 
Is it not manifefl, th'at the Director and his attachments, 
have, from' his firft coming into thefervice, puifuedfuch 
meafures, as they conceived were bell calculated to 
raife hlai over the fhoulders of every man, who ftood 
in his way, and to coiiftituie him Head of the depart- 
mcHt. How truly Machiavelian has been his conduct, 
and thofe who have afiil>cd bim, tcr/^^J ntque nefas, to 
accomplifh his ends, whether rii^hi Oi wrong, to make 
D I all 
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411 things fubfcivlent tftthcm ; *'to cotaren and deceive, (o 
!ong as it anfwered -any purpofc, arid might contribute 
to what he delired upon motives, how foreign f'o erer i 
and when that failed further to fervff his purpofes, to 
compell fubmiffion, by force, to what perfons are not 
able to opp^le ? Flow confiftent is futb condu£l with' 
fuch principles ? Where men have entertained defigns, 
that are void of all confcience, they muft not think to 
profccute them, by the rules of confcieace, which was 
laid afide, or fubdued, before they entered upon them ; 
and muft make no fcruple of doing all thofe things, 
which are neceffaiy to compafs that, to which they have 
devoted themfelves."* I am perfuaded, that bofhhe, and 
his adherentSj have not only watched for, bnt made oc- 
cafions, to ferveras a plaufible pretext, for difplacing me, 
to accomplifh their own wifhes. I am not more affur- 
cdly convinced of my own exiftence, than I am fully 
perfuaded, that hadany other perfon been Dircftor of the 
flying camp, and were it BOt for that obje^l, no clamours 
of the fufferings of the fick, which were trumpeted 
through every State, nor any other charge of mifman- 
agement, would have been laid at my door or thai; I 
fhould have had an opportunity given me of being 
heard in my defence, and that my condu£t v/ould have 
been fully vindicated, and my reputation for diligence 
and fidelity, in the difcharge of my truft, have been ef- 
tablifhed, beyond the reach of calumny. 

That I may not feem to advance this, without a rea- 
fon, I lhall not place the whole ftrefs of the argument; 
upon the fingle cir cumftance of no particular charge 
being ever made known to me, by Congrefs, although I 
repeatedly ap^jiied to know what was the accufation, and 
vrhb were my accufers, and no other perfon was ever 
i;alled upon, in the department, none accufed, or fought 
after, as if I was anivverAblev not only for every fuppofed 
crime that could be allcdgeol againft any part of it, but for 
mere misfortunGs ; on which I have been proceeded againft , 
sindtreate«^'^ramanner,thatjIbcUjfVe,ba5 no precedent : I 

* M»chiave;i's poJicicil piintiplfj. 



0iaU produce fucli circumflrAi^ces, as. I ^jruft, will cos. , 
viace impartial men, that the oftenllble caufes of ni.Y\^d\Cr 
million, were not the true ones ; and rhat Congref? 
Jiad, in faft, no well grounded charge, to juftify the 
jneafure. whicli Ibme perfons were To relblutcly bent 
iipon, as to be afraid, if I were admitted to an hearing, 
iheir dtfigns, of etFcdling my removaU would have been 
fruftrated. I think the one I. have already painted out wilj 
be found, on an impartial inquiry, to be the conditio fine 
qua noil or rather, the eflicient caufe of that event j 
I mean that I ftood in the way of an ambitious man, 
whom his adherents dittermined, be the confcquences 
what thty might, to raife to the firft rank in the dep.irt- 
raenti and either oblige me to bend, as a reed, before 
him, or, like a llubborn oak, to be torn up by ilie roots, 
for refilling the tempeft ; and lo plant him on my ruin. 

I had iBtimations given me, more than once-, that 
pains would betaken, to deprive me pf my rank and 
diftinction, to make room for a riling competitor. I di'4 
not readily believe, yet did not wholly difcredit the in- 
telligence. I wrote ^o fome rliembers of C'Migrefs, whom 
I loolCed upon as niy friends, to guard ag iinffc any (Isp,- 
which, thi'ougli feeming inattention to military rules, 
might m ike it impra£l'.cable, conliilent with thoCe rules, 
as a man of fpirit, to remain in the fervlce. I told them 
1 did not feek for any extent of power, nor was I averfe 
to any limitation of it, in my own cafe, compatible with/ 
fhat fenfe of honour, which is fuppofcd neceffliry to ac- 
tuate and quicken nien, in ev^ry ^my. I did net 
know, till I received a letter from the Secretary of Con- 
grefs, to rectify that miftalye, that rf,nk, precedence' and 
Jionour, are all nonfenfe, and not looked for in our ar- 
my ; and truly, if we may judge from efFwfts, they carrj 
too much conviftion, that a fenfe of honour h no virtue, irj. 
his eftimation, whatever it mav be in that of fome men,, 
of a more liberal way of think^;, both in Congrefs anc*. 

the army. I took the liberty to write to the Prefidenf; 
ot the Congrefs, himfclf, th.^t I hoped there would 
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no nnncceiTaryabrldgemCTit of rank and authority m luy 
perfon, whilft I conrinued in office, that was ^icceflaiy 
for thi head of the department, in fhe perfon of my 
predeceiTor, and was confiftent with real iifefulneis, to 
which I exprefled it to be my dcfire, that every other 
confideration fhould give way, as it would imply a re- 
flexion upon me, which I was unwilling to fuppoiq I 
^I'if'iitcd." 

I alfo wrote to the Secretary of Congrcfs, on a double 
: count firft, tojcnow the extent of my power, and 
ihat of the feveral Direcftors, for the fake of conducing 
bufincfs in its proper channel and next, to get that 
» rank, which was allowed me by Congrefs, properly re- 

cognized by the feveral Directors, to avoid miftafces. 
Dr. Stringer, one of the Directors, had not only dif- 
puted it with me, and refufed to make his returns to 
me, as Direftor-General, as Congrcfs required •, but 
appealed to Congrefs for its decifion, which was given 
in my favour. See appendix, page 30. 

Although my application to him was refpeftful, and 
as I informed him, only made with a view to know my 
jftation, and that of others, that I might perform the du- 
ties expelled of me, without interference w^ith any 5 in- 
ftcad of favouring me with anv extra£t from the refolvcs 
of Congrefs, to which I referred for information, he 
faw fit to Ibbftitute his own dictates, in place of thole of 
Congrefs. See page 149, 150, &c. 

My rank and authority being fecurely fenced in, by 
repeated acls and rcfolvss of Congrefs, there was no 
poffibility for the Dircilor of the flying camp, or his 
friends, to accomph(h their fecret purpofcs. without firft 
breaking down the feparating wall of di{lin*nion- By 
this means, the perfon, who would not fubmit to be de- 
graded from his rank, would be obliged to rcfign, and, 
to infure fuccefs, it wa||f afy for artful perfons to ex- 
^ cite or encourage complaints, and to bring them before 
Congrefs, to^afford a pretext for difplacing him. But 
then it was of confe^uencc, ibat he ihould be kept i^- 

norani 
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iioi iitit of ihok complaints, and of his accufcrs, 'and 
prevent his obtaining an hearing.ltll he fhould vindicate 
himfelf, and therelfy difappoint their hopes. Nothing 
could anfwcr their purpofes better, than to pufti for ob- 
taining his dirmifiion, without a trial, which might 
enable him to clear himfelf from all afperfions.and juftify 
his conduct is the face of Day, to the confufion of his 
* enemies. 

' Aftccthis detail of fa£ls, compared with the feveral 
refolves of Congrefs, and the proceedings thereon, with 
the relation I am about to give of the particular beha- 
viour of the Dii edtor, in confequence of them ; let 
every impartial man lay his hand upon his heart, and 
alk himfelf, ingenuoufly, what he thinks of the whole 
matter, and of the feveral appearances, which concur, 
in an uniform ferics to point to one objeft ? Will they 
view the refolves of October 9th, and the manner o€ 
wording them, after all that had pafled, as a mere ac- 
cidental mode of expreflion, in men fo wife, fo much 
accuftomed to weigh, and fo well acquainted with the 
import of words and the force of language, and ascn- 
ly intended to re-iterate, and renew foimer appoint- 
ments, without any defign, in thofe who framed the re- 
folve, I will not fay to throw duft in the eyes of the 
Members of Congrefs, in general, but to draw them 
into a meafurc, of which they might not confider its 
tendency, not only of sffedting an alteration in one de- 
partment, but of making fuch an entire innovation upon 
another, as was not generally thought of, and would 
, lead to the_g icat changes that have fince taken place ? 
Can it be faid that utiiherthe Secretary, who, though 
no Mciubcr of Congrefs, has ?n intereft with many of 
them, witho ut doors ; nor sny of^the mcmbeis them- 
felves, were apprized of the difficulties that would, un- 
avoidably, ari fc from a refolve of Congrefs, calculated 
to throw down the former fettled diftinftions,of July 17, 
J775, and 1776, and Auguft 20, laft; in which my rank 
wa«fo clearly re cognized and ciiabiillied. One part of my 

errand 
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CYCAixd to Philadelphia, lafl: June, was to confer wuh the 
Committee of Congrefs, on the nt^eff.iry efirablllhmcnts 
for keeping up a clear and I'Cgular (ubordination in the 
General Holpitaf, through all its various departments, 
and this was the fubjedt ot Icveral letters,, to different 
Members. If aijy of the Members of Congrels hadjlil- 
•covered, in me, asy want of abilities, for fo important a 
poft ; is it not r^afonable to imagine they would have 
openly, and avowedly, afligned it as a caule of difquaii- 
fication ? But did they ever do it ? Nay ; wh# fays the 
Secretary, himfelf, in his letter, of Auguft"i4, by way of 
making fome acknowledgment for the miflake he had 
committed, in his former,, of Auguft W. It is the 
teftimony, not of a friend, but an enemy, and cue, 
whom 1 believe to be a deep agent in my removal. I 
will therefore quote his very words ; for "/as ejl ah 
hojle docerV* 

. ** There is no man, Sir, acquainted with you, who 
can doubt of your abilities. All the world bears wi. 
ncfs of them , and the learned in Europe, who niuft be 
allowed to be the beft judges, have given ample tefti- 
inony, by the honoilrs they have heaped upon yoii. 
While you exercife your great talqnts, for the benefit of 
thofe entrufted to your care, your Country will honour 
you, and pofterity will do you juftice ; even though 

Dr. S , when you chance to meet, ftiould refufe to 

give you precedence." ^ 

I proceed to the relation of what happened, in con- 
sequence of thofe refolves of Congrefs, of October 9th, 
wid the ftrange behaviour of Dr. Shippen, the weftern 
Director, thereupon. ^ 

Being at Hackinfack, foon after this *' neiv araytge- 
v.ent'' as he was pleafed to {file it, took place, I employ' 
ed myfelf,^ with ail poiHble induftry, to put the hofpital 
affairs in fuch a train," at Hackinfack, that Dr. Warren 
might conduft them, without my prcfence afterwards, 
that I might, without hjnderance, be able to proceed to 
tt - ^' ins, to which place. General Wnfliin^ton, 
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And the^army under him, had marched, a clay ortwobe^ 
fore ; and the Britifli troops were taking the fame rout. 
I called, therefore, on Cenera] Green, at his camp, neafi' 
Fort-Lee, jo reprefent to him the Imiation of the fick, 
at Hackinl'ack, and to requeit his orders for procuring 
Dr. Warren fuch aHiftancc, from the Q^arter-Mafter- 
General's, and the-Commiffarial departments, as he re- 
quired. I met the weftern Uire£l:or there, who, with ;i 
peculiar freedom, becoming the ele\^tion to which he 
feemed to conlider himfclf as aireajly railed, or to be 
raifed, demanded why I was aot at my poft, on the 
other fide the river ? AccuflomeU to rccci"ve accounts 
from others, and to give orders myfclf, in the alrfirs o# 
my department, I cou'd not but feel the indignity-^f 
being thus taken to talk by him : and anfwered him ac- 
cordingly. I difcovcred his dcilrcs and aims, but con- 
cluded he had more lee-way yet tp make, than to en- 
title him to avow his fetitimcnts fo openly ; but in this, 
it feems, I vras miftaken. 

The .day following, Dr. Fxjfter, to whofe charge I had 
left the directioB of the hcfp'ital, and cr.re of the hofpi- 
tal {lores, at Newaik, came over, in hafte, and dtfired a 
private convcrfation with me, C)B a fubjtfl ( f fome dtli- 
cacy. As I had vifited Ntwaik, within a very few days, 
and every thing was reported to me to be in good order, 
and I had left ail ilie directions I thought neceffary for 
future regulations, preyious to my return to fit-i-l- 
Qjjarfers, I could not conceive the ocradon ef thi;- •. - 
expected vilit. But my foreboding mind tcrDkthe -.w.ir.:, 
of which I was yet ignorant of the caufe, for -he inform- < 
ed me it w.is of fuch a n;icuvc, as made b^- - 
proper to communicate, by letter. 

.'ifter this p eparation,. he informed me, tn.if. inf i .> 
re6lor had calit d on him, and pi opofcd. bu^ v. irh ps^?-": 
art and addiel"s,ihe (lyrendering up of the hofpitals ; 
•'lores to his Dii cdtion j the care of the ftck to remai ->. 
under the lame pcrfons whom I had Tent from rtvy de- 
partment, but to a<ft under his autbo:.-" \h: rtrpikd 
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that he confidercd himfelf as under my dircftion oniy, 
in hofpital raattcrs ; and that he did not think hlmleU 
at liberty to deliver up the ftores to any perfon, without 
a written order from General Wafhington, or the Di- 
reilor- General. To this the Direflor made anfwer, 
that whatever like, or diflike, I might fhew to this pro- 
pofal, I (hould find mylelf obliged to acquiefce in it. 

The conftruftion which the gentleman put upon this 
proceeding, was, that the appointment *f the Direftor, 
being, to form and fuperintend the hafpital of the flying 
camp, would terminate in a little time, as the troops, 
compoling the army, raifed for that fervice, were en- 
lifted l*ut for a few months, unlefs he could carve out 
fom€ place that he could be pleafed with, in the mean 
while, that would put him on a better cfta^lifliment. I 
commended his prudence, in decliniag to deliver up the 
ftores, without proper orders, and defired, that, if any 
further demands, of the like kind, were made by Dr. 
Shippen, to refer him to me, for an anfwer. 

The Direftor had exprelTed himfelf to me, about a 
month befoie, in a manner that correfponded with the 
above idea. He told me, frankly, that he fhould like, 
well enough, to continue in the fervice, as he thought it 
a more gentlemanny life, than that of a drudging private 
pra<flitioner. I was truly defirous of his continuance 
in that ftation, if he could remain in it, without elbow- 
ing me out of any thing that appertained to my place ; 
for I did not then imagine he had yet alpircd to the 
place itfelf. 

Having ferved in the army, the whole of lafl; war, and 
tiad pretenfioas, on that account, to fome years ex- 
perience in military hofpitals, which he knew nothing of; 
and htiving been appoiated to the chief dirc<J\ion ot the 
hofpitals, the preceeding year, and having borne the 
burden of the day, ever fincc, it had not yet entered in- 
to my iimagination, that I was foon to give place to the 
very man, who, but four months before, not four 
TOoatjUs, nay, fcarcely three, had WiitTcn to announce 
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his appointment, as Dire£lor of the hofpital of the fly- 
ing camp, and that he had enlilled himfelf in the fer- 
vice of the American States, confelTed his being a mere 
novice in th» management of his (fubordiaate) depart- 
ment, and applied to me for inftru^ions in the eiiqucttCyihs. 
word by which he chofe to exprels his notion, of the go- 
^ vernment of a General Hofpital ; aad whopromired,fiohi 
time to time to report to me the flate of the hofpitals: 
under him, agreeable to an order of Congrefs for the 
purpofe ; but which, however, he never did. Perhaps 
he judged, from better information than I could ever 
obtain, that fo foon as he had learned the " etiquette^' 
of military hofpitals, his elevation would render it un« 
neceflary. 

But what furprized me, in his late condu£l, was, that, 
having an opportunity to acquaint me, the day before, 
in pcrfon, at General Green's, with his expe£laiiohs and 
, demands on the hofpitals I had eftab'.iilied, he did noc 
chufe to fay any thing to niyfelf on the fubjeft, but to 
apply to fubordinate officers, to accomplifla his wiflies^ 
rather than treat with me as a principal ; I thought this 
portended no good •, but then I knew it was of a piece 
with very many other inftances of his conduft, on dif- 
ferent occafions. 

I went over, in a day or two after, to the White- 
Plains. A letter foon arrived fiom the Dire<n:or to 
General Wafhington, complaining that hisfituation was 
uneafy, for he could not obtain the command of the 
ftores at Newark, and ot courfe of the hofpitals I had 
^ eftablifhed there, and of the ofHcers I had detached 
from my particular department, unlcfs by the General's 
orders for the purpofe, or by dirctftions from me 5 for 
which, however, as I obferved before, he had never ap- 
plied. 

The General was pleafed to communicate this letter 
to me. I reprefented to him the inconveniences ot de- 
priving me of thofe ftores, and that I had no others, in 
any fufficient ^uaoihy, to anfwer the contioual calls 

E upou ' 



( XXXIV ) 

upon mc ; that the reft of- the ftores, which, at his com- 
mand, were ordered to Stamford, (and from thence 
were removed by the Stamford Committee, without my 
knowledge, and with his approbation, as I aftsrwards 
learxied) could be of no ulc to me, at that time ; that 
the only medicines, which could be got at, were thofe 
nt Newark, which I had fnatcbed as a brand out of the 
fire,at the retreat fromNew- York ; and that I had appoint- 
ed an Apothecaiy on purpofe to alTort and dilpenle them 
out to Rcgimentiil Surgeons at Newark, as there was no 
poffibility of doing it in an army, conftantly moving 
from place to ^ilace, under all the inconveniences we 
fuffcred. To be borne down, with incellani demands 
fro Vi all qun -^ei s. was h,ud indeed ; and to be depriv- 
ed oi the only refources I had left me, thofe of my own 
pro7iding, and of my own faving, with extreme diffi- 
culty and hazard, to be at the lole command of ano- 
ther, a Junior, and inferior officer, appeared to me to 
be an Unreafcnable tlemand. I had, ah'eady, detached 
near one half of the Surgeons and Mates, of the Ge- 
neral Hofpifal, to Newark and Hackinlack, and by^hc 
'General's command, eltabliflied hofpitals there, at the 
very- linle: I had poinred out the probable confeqwences 
that would cn/ue from the extraordinary refolves 
of (.'oi.gi efs. Oeiobej 9th. There were, at ♦^his time, 
above firtecn htindied ficfc. at thofe two places, under 
tl^ care of my own .Surgeons I had juft received let- 
terS from them, whicn ffiewed they were gradually 
wo^&ing through all their foimer difficulties, by fteadi- 
17 pu'ifuina the direfVions I had left tht m : With thefe 
advantages anrl their own experience, they were more 
likely to compleat the woik. than they would be, if in 
the mid ft; of it ti-^ey We- e to receive new dire£lions from 
one, who, with all due deference »o his abilities, wss 
lels acquaimed, than themlelves; with the arrange- 
ments of a Gi^neral Hoipital I obfifrved, that to deli- 
ver irp the hofpitafe, ftort-s and officers, would be to 
'rripjne of all power of being ufeful j aod it was nor 
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in the power of the direftor to fupply their places, it 
the ftoies, hofpitals and Tick, were to be committed to 
his care, and my proper officers were to return under 
xny command, on the eaft lide of the River \ whence 
the fick inuft lufFer ; and if the ftores were delivered 
up, we curielves muft bocome deflitute and helpkls, 
and yec cxpofed to greater clamours than ever. 1 had, 
in no inftance, interfered with the Dirtdlor of the Fly- 
ing Camp, but offered to give him every afRilance in my 
power, that he waspleafed to call for. But to beftiippeil 
of the rank of a Direftor- General, and the power of 
my-ftatioh, and to be kft feut the fhadow of a Diiec- 
tor, and yet to be accountable for every accident, or 
mifconduft of otherSjas well as of my own depa; tmen!,and, 
from the highefl poft, to be rendered the mere depen- 
dent of a junior and ihbordinate officer, was what I ne- 
ver would fubmit to. Sooner than be <ubje<5l to Inch 
controul, or give up the ftorcs and hofpitals, which by 
the General's orders I had eftablifhed for the fick of his 
own army, when I had no convenience providing 
others, I would give up my commiffion. 

The General proinii'ed he would, and I doubt not 
but he did write to the Director, in anfwer to his let- 
ter, " That the h'-ifpitals I ha J ellabliOied, and tlic 
^UI■geons and ftores I had lent to Newark and Hackin. 
fack, were to remain under my direction." 

What was my furprize to hear, after fome time, fi oi i 
fome of the officers of the hofpital that were under mt, 
in the Jerleys, [ for it feemed proper that I Ihould ne- 
ver know, but in a ci.xuitous manner, what moft im- 
mediately regarded myfelf, ] that thofe ftores which 
had been provided for General Wafl-iington's army, 
and which I had faved at New-York, and Tent to the 
Jerfeys for rafety,and for the c6nv-enier.ce of iffuing out to 
the hofpital fick, under my own care, and to tlic R'ij;i- 
mental Surgeons, were now aclually ordered, by 
late vote of Congrefs, to be delivered up to the DI; e'clor 
of the Flying- Camp ; and that he received letters, at 



this very time, from foYnc of the Members of Congrcfs, 
nddreflecl to him by the title of William Shippen, Elq; 
Direaor-Gcneral of the Hofpitals, &c. of which I took 
notice before. Whether this too could be mere acci- 
dent, or an unintentional, unmeaning compliirent, time 
wiH foon, I believe, reveal * 

My Clerk, Ibme time after this, but before my dif- 
miffipn, produced me an order, in Dodor fcihippen's 
hand-writing, formally demanding an exaft lift and 
furrender of all the hofpital (lores that did belong to 
ine, and which were in Ws poiTtilion, as if I were alrea- 
dy degraded from my rank. What is more,' Mr. John 
i^Ldams, a Member of Congreis, ) am told, above a 
month before, adually calk don Dr. Fofler, with whom 
I had left the care of all my ftores, advifing, or coun- 
fsUinghira to deliver up theftores to Dr. Shippen ; but 
an all this tranfaftion, I never had one line fi om any c£ 
them, to that purpofe ; on the contrary, Mr. Gcri-y 
gave it as his opinion, in the letter he wrote to me, that 
the ftores and oiEcers were to remaia under my ®wn 
direflion only. 

When I'found it necefiary, for the good of the fer- 
vice, to deliver up % part of my medicinal and hofpital 
ilores, to one of Dr. Shippen s furgeons ; he refuied, 
till repeatedly required, to give any Other receipt for 
the delivery of thofe ftores, fo inlolently demanded, 
than one which carryed infuit in the ftile of it ; and the 
demeanour of moft of his officers at Bethkhem, whca 
I was there, was that £>f men who knew my difmijflion 
to be pre-determined, and looked upon themfelves there- 
fore as authorized, by the example of their fuperior, 
and juftified for difpenling with every call of good brgedr 
ing, if ever they had any. ^idfaciant Domini, aiidejit 
cam talia Fiires ? 

Whilft I was fixed by the General's order, at the 
ilnes, near the Whhe Plains ; Fort Wafhington, Fort 

Lee, 

* Doftor Shippen, fince writing tht »bo?e, il «ppO)ntcd to Diy placs sf 
Du£(f>3i,G«Mal itfldi'h^fician in Cbi«f. 



Lee, Hackiufack, Newark and B run fwlrk, fell into tne 
bands of General Howe. In the mean time I pro- 
cured from Bofton, to which place I had fent exprcfs, 
as well as to Newport, Rhode-Ifland, Pro\'idencc and 
Norwich, and flom HartFojd in Conneciicut, by the af- 
fiftance of Governor Trumbull, a frefh fupply of medi- 
cines and hofpital ftores. 1 appointed hofpitals at StarK" 
ford and Norwalk, aad Surgeons from the General 
Holoiial to receive and tiikt care of the fick and Vv'0und> 
ed : I went in perfon to both places : Near two thou- 
fand men were received into them : Not a fingle one 
was refufed : They were well taken care of : The great- 
er part of them recovered : All clamours and com- 
plaints on that fide, ceafed •, they were only heard ia 
the weftern department, where tlie Cck fpread through 
the Jerfeys, Fennfylvania aud Maryland, in a tiaftof 
200 miles, amouniing to near one half of the army ; 
Thefe fell under the care of the Dirtiftor of the Fiying 
Carrip ; but he was unequal to the taflc, and retired t^o 
Bethlehem, with a fmaH handful of lick ; and the defi- 
cienccs of his dfp;n '.mi nt, over which J had no con- 
troul, were afcribed to me. As if, unsfTifted by 
'any deputy, or proper aids, I was in my own' perfon, to 
go through all the drudgery, alone. Had 1 the eyes of 
an Argus, their vigilance would have been inlufficient, 
t)r had f "the hundred hands of a Biiareus, 1 could not, of 
myfelf, have performed all the labour ih?twas required, 
to be accountable for the defe£l-s of others, bu! «encd 
tflth fo great a charge, whilft all prop.er fubordination 
was wholly difregarded. 

Being anxious, however, to give what affiftance I was 
able to General Wafhington, and the troops which had 
croffed over to the Jerfeys, I followed them, fo foon as 
J had taken the proper fteps for providing hofpitals at 
North-Caftle, and 'Peek's-Kill, for the troops left in 
thofc places, and haftened to join General Wafliingtrn. 
I crofltd the Delawtire, and reached Head-Quarte.'s jufl 
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as the enemy came in fight, at Trenton. I waited on 
his Excellency, and thus, with the rtfpedl due to the 
Commander in Chief, but with firmnefs, addrefTed him : 
*' Sir, I know not in what light you will think proper 
to view my naftening to vliat I efteem my duty, an 
attendance upon you, without waiting for your cona- 
mands. Your Excellency will pTmit me to acquaint 
you, that from the nature of my commiffion, I am ap- 
pointed to direft the hofpitals for the army under your 
command (I have a letter from the Secretary of the 
Congrffs, with thefe words : the department at 
Head-Q_uartt-rs, is under your immediate diredlion.") 
To be reftri£lsd then to the eaft fide of the River, is 
contrary to my original appointment, on which I ac- 
cepted a commifiion, and unlefs I am reftored to my 
rank and place, wherever you command in pcrfcn, I 
znuft give up my charge. I cannot confent to this degra- 
dation ft om my rank and authority. If this is the return 
I am to expe*5l for my toils, fatigue and fp, ,.ces, to be 
obliged to make way for a n^ -r'^cer.^ whofe intereft 
and rifing favour, like Aaron's rou:;v^e to Iwallow up 
every conlideration, it is time forme to leave the army : 
And to thefe difficulties am I reduced, in confequence 
of the refolve of October 9th, without I receive a far- 
ther and fatlsfaflory explanation." The. General was 
pleafed to reply in the following words, as exaflly as I 
can remember them : I hope, Sir, you do not imagine 
it is owing to me : I am here, without any afliftance 
i:rom the hofpital department. In cafe of need, I know 
of no-body Jiere to take the dircftion : I think it is ve- 
ry ftrange ; I would have you lay this matter before 
Congrels, that feme fteps may be taken to remedy this 
irregularity and inconvenience, and that I may know 
what I have to depend upon. ' 

When, therefore, by permiffion of General Waftiing- 
ton, I waited on Congrefs, for an explanation of their 
former refolves, which appeared to require it, and for 
farther inftruftions, at a tiaie >vlien the liberties of Ame- 
rica 
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rica appeared on the point of being fwallowed up for 
ever, it fome vigorous meafures were not immediately 
purfued to applv an efFedlual remedy ; and I ha3 ven- 
tured, without waiting for orders, to fly to the place of 

. danger, where I thought my prefence moft wanted, I 
had no doubts that I Ihould no fqoner have mentioned 

^ my apprehended grievance, than I fhould have had im- 
mediate redrefs. Fully perfuaded that my'fervices and 
facrifices merited confideration, and entirely ignorant 
that malice had yet attempted to difcolour the merit of 
my proceedings, I did not fufpc£l that any crime had 
been laid to my charge, till I complained of the injury 
done me. So fhort fighted are mortals, and fo true it 
is that a man is never expofed to greater hazards than 
when he leaft apprehends them. Now, for the firft 
time, I heard of the clamours aboutthe fufFeringsof the 
Cck in the Jerfies, and at Philadelphia ; and although 
I had been reftri£ted to the eaft fide of Hudfon's-River, 
to make way for one of rifmg intereft, the misfortunes 
of the department committed to his care, v/erc wholly 
afcribed to me, notwithftanding the direftlon was taken 
out of my hands, for his fake. 

I applied for admiffion to Congrefs ; Mr. Sarnuel 
Adams appeared. On mentioning the caufe of my ap- 
plication, he gave me to underifand that complaints 
wei e brought againft me, and the lufferings of the fick 
charged to me, with circumftances greatly refle^ling on 
my humanity. I dv nied thejufticeof the charge, and being 
at ih^door ofthechamberwhcrctheCongrcfs werefetting, 
\ thus addrefled him : Sir.ldo folemnly deny the charge, 
and do intreat I may.- this inftaiu, be introduced to CoU' 
grefs, that I may have an opportunity of vindicating my^ 
feiragainft every iiijuriovis alperficn. Of this, Sir, I am 
contideiit. the more my conduct, in the ftaiion of Di- 
rector-General, is examined into the more luftre will k. 
refli (St uponme. I alfe-foran inquir]^. Idefireto know the 
particulars of the charge and who are my accufers,to mcef 
them face to face, and am willing to Hand :he left of tlv^ 
ftriCteil krutiay. " ^ 



I was refufed admifHon, it being faid the Congrcfs 

was engaged in fomc important matter. I again defired the 
gcndenian to inforoi me what particulars were laid to 
my^harge ? I could neither learn them, nor who were 
my i»vcurers. As I could not obtain an audience, 
at that time, I begged Mr. Adams to inform Congrefs 
of the defign of my coming, and my defire of admiflion, 
and 1 let him know that I waited at my lodgings, in ex- 
peftation of an hearing, when Congrefs had lieiurc to 
grant it. I obtained it not. Congrefs adjourned to 
Maryland, without taking the leaft notice of my appeal 
to them. I repeated my application, through the fame 
gentleman, by letter. My diimiflion took place without 
an hearing, and without any an(wer, and without 
fufpending me from office, till they could be fittisfied 
of the fa£ls alledgcd againft me ; for this, it leems 
would be too great a condefcenfion. 

I would fain aflc, whether fuch a denial of my humble 
requeft, and keeping me in ignorance of my reputed 
crimes, and fccret accufers, is agreeable to humanity, or 
what is ufually allowed to the greateft criminals ? Is it a 
way to beget a reliance on the fafety and honour of the ♦ 
Houfe, that after having palTed judgment, without aa 
hearing, I may flill dep^irid on ample juftice, candour 
and generofity of treatment ? Is fuch a proceeding uf- 
ual ? Might I not have rather expefled to have been firlt 
fufpended, then tried, and judgment to follow, and not 
precede convi£lion, on any breach of order or mifcon- 

Had I been confcious of guilt, may it not be prefumed 
I (hould have fought to fiither myfeif, by a refignation, 
rather than infifk on a trial ? Could a better pretext have 
been afforded ? fhe Congrefs, contrary to every known 
rule, by a refolve of theirs, had reduced me from the 
rank of Direftor- General, removed me from my 
right, of attending the army under the Commander in 
Chief to give place to a temporary Dire<flor,who, before, 
was {uade accQuatabk to mc, as head of the department ; 

(^amours 
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tlaitiours vrtrs raifed againft rae, (grouhdlcfs indeed I) 
I alkcd for an hearing, and was refufed. Rclignation 
was intimated to me, as what alone would quiet thofc 
^ilamours. What temptation was there for a perfon» 
confcious of guilt, to wi{h a continuance in office, till 
his condudl could be examined into ? On the contraryj* 
every thing was to be apprehended under that circum- 
" fiance. The moft imminent danger that rhe caufeitfelf 
was loft filled the mmds of many. I faw the black 
clouds gathering on the margin of the political horrifon, 
threatening, on every fide, to ovcr-wRelm its abettors 
in a general deftruilion, on one hand ; and myfelf ia 
private ruin, on the other, ualeft I could make my re* 
treat from the approaching tempeft. Did I, coward'^ 
like, bafely fly ; nay, the very appearance of danger de- 
termined m€ to face the ftorm, and prove the falfityof 
the charges againft me. I ihet two of the Georgia De^ 
Segates. I acquainted them with what had happened ; 
^hat I would ftand by the caufe, during the prefejit dan- 
gerous onfet ; but when that was over, I would infift on 
an immediate bearing, and, if not granted, then rcfign. 

I repaired to the fcenc of danger, but was ordered to 
the caft fide of Hudfon's-River. Submiffioa was- my 
duty, for the prefent moment ; redrefs my hope arid 
cxpcfftation, fo foon as Congrcfs had liefurc, and ^'as in 
i fituation to attend to it. I purfued my bufinefs, a» 
though I had received no caufe of complaint, till I could 
obtain an hearing. But inftcad of redrefs, the firft ac- 
count I received, but through an indiredl channel, was 
that of my difmiflion. I bad prepared, in hafte, a nar- 
rative of my proceedings, in the department committed 
to me. I inrmediately fent it tothe Geucral, with a de- 
fire of its being laid before Congrefs, for their rcconfi- 
deration of what was done, as I th-ought with precipi- 
tancy, and did not doubt that, on better information, 
they would quickly retra£l from the meafure, or, at Icaft, 
give me an audience, and judge oa the evidence of faitsp 
compared witfe tbsir own fcfolvcs, .viad th€ Qeusral's or- 
ders. ? At 
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At any fcitc, if they were determined to deliver inc 
up to the cries of a hidlion, I thought Congrefs, for its 
own fake, would have let me down gently If the fa- 
ciifi-e muft -b-r made to giatityit, I thought Congrefs 
wo-uid fuppoTe tbai fomething was due to the character 
I had iuftained in life, to the rank I had held in my pre 
feffion, to the general repnratiot^ which piiblic honours 
from the learwed focietits in Europe are <uppofed to con- 
fer Upon occafion of fucli unworthy treatment as 1 
have mf-t with, J flatter mylelf, a man may be allowed to 
fpeak the truth, in his own favour, without an imp^ ath- 
m-int of vanity I thought f me confideration would 
!iave been fTaf forthat devotion of myheft abilhies, which 
J had fhewn', fuch as tht:y are, to the impiovement of li- 
beral arts and fciences in this new v/orld ; fome regard 
jmanifcftcd to an e-irly an^i zealous attachm-ent to the 
caufe ot Amerkan libeny j to the faciifice I had made 
of my piiva^e iiuereft and iafety j to my own ftation, 
and that of fome of my neareil relations and friends, 
ho^h. in and out of Congrefs» and of the army. And 
could not all thefe procure forfie {hadow of let- try, where 
a vi£lim was to be offered up ; rom,ething like compaffion ; 
fomeanfwer to my humble memorial, in my vindication, 
and my petition only *'fo be heard '* ? I muft fay none. 
Three months are nearly elapfed, whilft I have not re- 
ceived one line or meffago in anfwer. In the meari 
while, as if that refufil was ih-^fignal thefilarm fpread ; 
xiews-papers bear wirnefs to my degi adation. Bafe and 
malicious men the pefts of every fociety, have given fi ee 
vent to their flanders. Bofton has been filled with cla- 
mours to my prejudice. Villains there are in every 
place, to coin and circulate reports, prejudicial to a man*s 
chara£fer. But why fhould I pretend to enumerate 
the evil confequences of <uch a feverity of conduct to- 
v^ards me ? If it would have anfwered any valuable 
purpofe ; if the facrifice of my life would have faved 
my Country, I could havft cheirfuUy offered it up. I 
faall Qot fay fo gf ;iiy hoflour. 

To 
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To tke imparjial publick I there foi e mean to appeal. 
At ihis tiibunal, no innocent perfon need fear lo make 
his defence, nor to allow free fcopeto be given to that 
defence j where a man's conduct, and the motives or it 
being known, he h.is reafon to hope for a candid Judg- 
ment, free from pi ejudice or party, if I can but ob- 
tain this indulgence, i hope to evince, to eveiy ccromori 
underflanding, the reilitude of my condufk, and if tjic 
moft laborious and fteady application to the difcharge 
of my truft, arid perfeverancc in the path of duty, can 
give a cla'm to hope. I flatter myfclf, that I fhall not 
. only efcape their cenfure, but meet with the warmeft 
approbation of the publick, which it evei has been, and 
whatever may be the lucccfs, ever ftiall be my ftudy tQ 
obtaiQ. 

I am> my dear friend, theirs, 
and your moft devoteft humble fervant, 

JOHN MORGAN, 



! 



To HIS Excellency 

GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Commander in Chief of tlie American Army. 



The MEMORI \L .md R^i'KEbEN i A TION of 
Dcclor John Mokgan, refptfting his Care of the 
Sick, and Manner of conducing ihe Department of 
the General Hoffiital committed to his Care. 



SIR, 

WHEN I was called by the choice of my country, 
to ihe ftation of Director-General of the hofpitarl 
and Phyficianin cliief, I left a refpeclable and lucrative 
pr. fticeagainft the judgment of feme confidcrable perfons 
in my native city, whs, from regard to me, and what they 
conceived to be my intertft, endeavoured in vain to dil- 
ujadc me froin accepting the poft, truly honourable as 
they allowed it to be. Their advice had no influence 
ovv-fljie. Without hefitation, I facrificed it, with every 
fu'-ure profpect of better expe<Slations from continuing 
with them to the fatisfa(ftion of ferving my country, a t 
THE hi;ad of the hospital, in the army, un- 

i:)E"R YOUR EXCKLI-EK CY's 1 M MEDIATE CO M MAN D. 

Having had fome experience, in times paft, of the 
nature of the department, I have, ever fmce I took charge 
of it, made it my conftant ftudy, to make myfelf mafter 
of the fubjttft, and to acquire a thorough inlight into it. 
With what I'uccels, I do not think can be judged off, from 
tl:e cutlide appearances of laft campaign, and the caufes 
v\ hich prevented the feveral regularions I propofied, from 
laking place agreeable to my wiflies. It would be te- 
dious to enumerate tliem all ; yet it cannot be amifs t© 
point at foms of the principal, (a) Tke 

^.i' r.hf Afprijcix.- A 
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i The firft of tliefe which I fljall mention was, the want 
of iliHicienc time and opportunity bsfore the opening 
of the campa'cn, to have all the regimental Su'geons 
properly furnilhed by Congrefs, and made acquainted 
v.Ith ihcir duty, of which many of them were very ig- 
norant, and the error of havitig them look to the G-.ne- 
ral hofpital for thofe fupplics of medicines and inrti-u- 
nients, &:c. which it would have been better to have lent 
r.) ihem by Cnntinental DruggiTcs, Avho might liave the 
means of coUtxling and preparing gvciy article in a fui- 
table manner, which it is vain to attempt in a n?.o%'ing 
army. Another caiife was the want of a fuiTicicnt num- 
ber of certain hofpital olKcers and alFiftants, and the 
aneans of procuring them when allowed by' Congrefs, 
which was late, as Commlfliirics, Storekeepers, Stewards, 
Watd-Mafters, 8cc.{t'f) I'his diilicxilty was ic, created from 
tlie nature of the campaign, in which, contiary to expec- 
tation, it became neccitaiy, to lliifi the places of the Ge- 
neral hofpital frequently, and to branch it out in fuch a 
number of hoipiials widely diftant from earh otl-.er.(r) 
To thefe may be added, firll:, the want of {iii>ic}tnt help 
from other departnients, which ic was impoffibie to re- 
medy in the ftatc our ai my then wa?.(r/) 

2dly, The nsglecl: of the regimental Surgeons, to re- 
port the fick of their regiments in feafon, and in an or- 
derly manner to the Gcner:il liofpita!, though oflcfi re- 
quired in General orders, Pvrfolves ©f Congrefs and 
otherwifc, to do it and fomctimes kee ping back their 
lick from enteiing into it at all, or till they became very 
numerous thcndiLcharging them all at once i!)iotIie Ge- 
neral hofpital, ac the time of an enga -ement wiili the ene- 
my, and when ihe atJcntion of ihe w'-hole body cf liofjii- 
raL Surgeons was neceliiiy to take cajd of the wouiided. 
And hillly, the frequent an^«l long abfence of the rf^;i- 
menial Surgeons iiom th;ir regiments, who, ioftead of 
lending the iKk, as vhcy ought to have done, to tlie Ge- 
neral hofpital. had iltfm conveyed ttifonie remote regimen • 
tal hofpicals, where they neither hadj nor could ohtarn fv.:- 
tat'ie ccceUiiries for ilicir pr'.-v.'u n- r»xid * \ '. ..V. 



Oa my fiifl arrival .t Cambridge, I fet about to eftablilli 
rules for the General hoTpital Surgeons. I had licard 
of many abufcs being practlfed by enormous draft? of 
expenfive ftorcs from ihe General hofpital, to which, 
v;iih your Excellency's approbation^ to whom I made re- 
port thereof, I put a ftop and limited the demands of 
regimental Surgeons to fuch articles, as hidian meal, oat- 
meal, rice, barley, iftolalTes, and the lik-, and required 
that fuch fick as warned others, fhouLl be Tent to ihe 
General hoi'pital, that tliefc things might be difpcnfed 
•out under my own dirttiion. 

The next reformation I attempted was to call upon all 
the Mates in the hofpital to undergo an examieation of 
their abilities, in order to feled from the number thofe 
who were beft ^ualiiied for the fcrvicc. — This was fol- 
lowed by your Excellency's erdors, to fee that all the re- 
ginKntal Surgeons and Mates fhould pafs a like exami- 
nation. I began the talk, but the movements of the ar- 
my, the averfion of Surgeons to undergo thefe examina- 
tions, from Avhich too they were often fcreened by their 
Colonels, and by pretenc* of licknefs. Sec. and the in- 
creafing bufinefs oc. hand prevented ray proceeding far 
in it.(/;j 

When the army lay before Boston, the fmall-pox fre- 
quently made it's appearance in it, owing to the number 
of pcrfons who came out of that city wi»h the infe£lion 
upon them, v/hich endangered the fpreading of ths con- 
tagion amongfl: oar troops. By the eftabl fhment of the 
fmall-pox hofpital in a fuitable place, with proper perfons 
to take care of the fick, and the precaution of fending all 
infedlcd perfons to it, fo foon as known to have the dif- 
eaff, and to cut off all communication betwixt it and the 
troops, the army was preferved from ever receiving 
any injury from it. 

When the troops marched from Cambridge for New- 
York, all the Tick wove left behind in the General hofpi- 
tal, amounting to upwards of three hundred men. In 
Icfe than fix -weeks, during which time but few died, I 
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Av.^s able to difcharge the hofpital of every man, to 'ettlc 
and pay every accounti infomuch as never to have had 
any fui-ther demands from that qunrter. 

During thio time, with little or no expence to the pub- 
lic but for package and tranfportation I cc^llectcd medi- 
cines, furniture and hofpital (lores, worth many thoufand 
pouncis, and fcnithern on to New-Yot k. i he like quan- 
tity, I apprehend, could not be procured in any pan ot 
America. Nor were thcfe obtained for the ufe of the 
army, without much trouble and afiiduity. owing to a 

flrong opposition that was fnade to prevent it. {k)- 

Betides thefe,Ivvas able, by means ol: the fubaitern nfficcis 
in the hofpital, Tome of whom I employed continually at 
the work, likewife to collect to the amount of near two 
thoufand rugs and blankets, nta' as many bed lacks and. 
pillows which weixr taken up from docks, and v/ere ga- 
thered from hofpitals and barrack?, &c. Thefe being 
walhed and aired ferved the laft campaign when none 
/ others could be got, and many of them are yet in good 
prefervation. — \t New- York I,coHe<fl:ed fome hundred 
iheets, fracture boxes, and other u eful articles. 

It may be thought perhaps tliat I place a higher value 
'upon thefe acquifitions than they merit ; be that as it 
may, I am perfuaded the like could not be obtained now 
for much lefs than thirty thoufand dollars, which is equal 
to the whole amount of what I have ever drawn or ex- 
pended for the General hofpital, in the fpace of a twelve- 
month, including the pay of all the officers and all the 
liofpital expences of every kind, which have fallen wijh- 
i.n my department to fettle, and for the faithful expendi- 
ture of the f^ime, I am ready to produce my accounts, 
receipts and vouchers, whenever called upon for a Ict'.le- 
ment. Yet the General hofpital has had the conftant 
charge of a number from two or three hundred to a 
thoufand fick aqd upwards to provide for and attend. 
Nor have any articles of the public ftores been embezzled 
ormif-applied,northefickluffered intheGenera' holpital 
i'orwantofnny thing I tho^ht them entitled to draw from 
thekoipiial,and that I could procure for them. The 
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The medicines and fl orcb provided, as abovetnentioncd, 
have been appropriated with equal faithfulnefs and ftrift 
occonomy to the ufe of the General hofpiial ; or iflued 
fi om thence to res^imcntal Surgeons, or remain on hand, 
fubj.ct to your Excellency's order. I have never bur- 
dened the Q^avter-Mailer-General's department wkh 
any unncccfliuy demand fiom thence. And as to the 
Cornniil^ary-Ceneral, hs will do me juAice, as he has 
ofi'ia declared himfelf on that head, that my drafts were 
Aviihin the moll reafonable bounds. ' •I'nm perfuaded that 
of tl.c lick \/ho h tve been drawn for in the General hol- 
pital, if none of ihcm. have been drawn forat thefluTietime 
ith the well meti in their regiments, the ftoppage of 
their rations will ga a great way towards p.iying the whole 
of the expences the ho'pi al has been p\it to, on their 
'account, for proviiion and ftorcs oi whatever kind.(/) 

In a conference I once had with your Excellency at 
Cambridge, on the fubjcet of hofpitai expencfs, you told 
nie, and I took it as a hint of caution and advice t» ob- 
Jerve the flinfteft oeconomy in my department (from 
which I have never deviated) thrtt you were fearful the 
expences of the Genet al hofpitai would exceed the elH- 
niate that had been made of- them, by a perfon of ex- 
perience in General hofpitai mattei s. If 1 rightly recol- 
IciSl, your Excellency thought the fum luentioned to be 
ten thoufcind pounds ftcrling per annum. I was fur- 
prized, and concluded tlie gentleman was miflalcen ; I 
refolved however, if pofhble, to employ fuch ftrict cecon- 
pmy ill the depaitment, as to keep within thofe bounds, 
yet was fearful it could not be accompliflied, on account 
of the advanced price ofevcry article of living and hofpi- 
tai llores. Defirovis of knowing wliat were the princi- 
ples on wliich he founded the calculation, I wrote to the 
perfon that A^as mentioned, on the fubjL'6t, in anfwer to 
which he inform.td mc, that the eftimate, hg had given 
in to General Gates w^as ten tlioufand pounds fterling, 
for every ten ihoufAnd men, for fix months, and fo hi 
proportion, which is equal 1040,000/. fter. per. annum, 
tor 20,000 men, the nu'^.ber then kep on foot. At 
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At the hme time, as one qualified to give me full m- 
fcH'maiion, I wrote to him with a view to clear up all 
doubts, or to confirm my fentiments in regard to the 
manner in which the regimental Surgeons were iupplied 
in the Britifh Service, with medicines and inflruments, 
and to know what right they had to draw ftores frora 
tl-.e General hofpital C^o which his anfver r.orrelponded 
with the opinion I had ever entertained of the nature of 
the fei vice. Till Congrefs, or your Excellency fliould give 
oiders for a different mode to he purfiied, I confidered 
inyfclf to he bound in duty to keep xhc BiitiHi eflablifli- 
mcnt conftantly in my eye, ns a dii eflory, making allow- 
ance for*the nature and dilTei-ence of the fervlce. (m) 

Moreover, I was afterwards favored with your Excel- 
lency's opinion on the fubjcct, contained in thofe oblisr- 
vations you was plcafcd to b^ii:ow oq the plan of regula- 
tions, which, by your command I Ikstchcd out, for get- 
ting again into a proper train, after we had, by one acci- 
dent or another, been forced from the original plan of a 
General hofpital, and got into confulion, on account of 
the opptfltion, fotvie of the refolves of Congrefs, of July 
17 lafi:, met with from many of the regimental Surgeons, 
-and the impracticability of complying with others of 
them, in ths fituation we were then placed. Your words 
were, " What is the praclife in this cafe i-n the Britiflj 
army ? Why fhould we think of improving upon their 
fyfleni, founded on long experience ?" 

Upon fit ft entering upon the duties of my ftation, ap- 
prehending that the General hofpital was i^ot amply fup* 
plied, as I could wilh, with baPcdages, old linncn and 
other implements of furgcry, that would be required, in 
cafe of an aftion, I fet myfelf to fupply thofe wants im- 
jaediately, which I effected with little expence of money, 
but with great labor, in which I had allpofTible afliftance 
from the^hofpital Surgeons and Mates. I collected large 
quantities of old Hnnen, lint and flieets, made up fix thou- 
fand bandages, and fix hundred tourniquets, for the ufe 
ef the General hofpital, &c. which, though fufficieni;for 
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prcfent excig?nry, I did not think mere than might be 
wanted for fix hoipitals, vliich I managed at that time. 

Being then defirous of knowing how the reginieniai 
.Surgeons were fupplied, I prcpofed the calling upon 
theni in general orders, Air tiiat purpofe, and wich a 
view to learn whether thfir siTiftance could be depended 
tipon in the field, and whether they were properly (ur- 
nifhed with medicines. Except Mr. Magaw, Surgeon ot 
CoU Thomfon's regiment, and a few others, they had 
fcarcely the fli.ulow of a fupply — I gave in a report there- 
of, with a weekly return of the lick •, I alfo llaied to your 
Excellv^ncy what I conceived to be my duty, and t! .it it 
was limited to the care of the fick in the General hofpi- 
tal. 

This inquiry into the wants of regimental Sur- 
geons, made them turn, as it were, on the General hof- 
pital. They wiflied to furnifli themielves ff-om it, with 
thofe articles of drtllings, which the hoijpital .Surgeons 
had collected, and made up for themfelves, which thoft 
gentlemen th-ught an unreafonable demand. Farther, 
the regimental Surgeons wanted, contrary to all ufage, 
to draw from the General hof'pital, all they Ihould call 
for, in the way of ftores, whether dietetic or medicinal, 
for the ufe of the fick retained under their care, in re- 
gimental hofpiials, and to be provided by me v/ith in- 
struments and bandages, or to Tix the odiiun of their in- 
fulliciency at my door. I therefore r..'Commtnded in ir,y 
'» 'port the nectiliry of providing (r.ot in' the army or 
General hofpital) but from Coniintntal Druggifts (foi* 
that was what I intended) *' a capital fet of n^.edicines, 
inft> iiraeius, &c. as foon as ponible. and advift d tbar 
portable cherts (hculd be furniJhed from every l egimcnt 
for a whole year, at once, and each c heft be piovided 
with ir.ftruments and bandages." — I did not cxpf ft, vrcMk 
handed as I wa;;, with refp.cf to oflktrs and afilltants in 
the General hol'pital, from its vciy ellabli^jmcnt by 
Congi cls,!hat th.is taflc would be enj<;ined on n^e, I 'bought 
.^oy duty pointed out by iliAt cftabiiihinsnt. as much as I 
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could well execute, nnc! which only related to the Gcne- 
ral-hofpital iifelf ; although with an Ciirntll dcilre of pro- 
moting the good of the Icrvicc, I early pointed out the 
wants of the regimental Surgeons, and in time for hav- 
ing therai iiipplicd with necetTiries after tjie manner that 
h;S always been praaifed in the Biitilh army, I wrote to 
inform youi Excellency, " that my commilHon only ex- 
tended to the care of the General l-Iofpiial ; the phm of 
eftablilhment by Congrcfs, of July 23, 1775. The hfl, 
number and arrangement of oilictrs, and my inftruaions 
from Congrcfs, which werf wholly fileni concerning re-. 
gi:-ncnts, their Surgeons or fupp'its confirmed i4iis opin- 
ion," not to fay any thing of the low e(limate, which I 
had underftood was formed for the fuppori' of the Ge- 
neral hofp'nal. 

I then gave it as my opinion, grounded on the cuftom 
ot the Britirti army, of fuppiyilig the medicine clu fts by 
ftoppages, "that if the lick, rernaiiung in rcj'inif^n's, 
vere to befupplied at a. public expcnce (and not by fton- 
pages) that expcnce ought to be made a regime. )tul 
charfie, and might be delivered in wiih an abllra-clol the 
regiment, (or any other better way.) tliat tlie General hol- 
pital, having nothing to do with the aRair from its \wj 
nature, ought uot to be burdened with their fu^^plies ; for 
then, on the number of fick admitted in the Gor.cral 
hofpital being known, the expcnce neccflary for thck- 
fupport could, after a while, be better tllimaied from 
\ experience." 

' 1 then called on your Excellency, in the fame I.tcer, 

foe inftruclions what to do ' J informed you " th?it ths 
nature and defign of the General hofpital, bting li:t!e 
uncjerftood, and the nature of my duly fp mvioh mii- 
taken, both by the regimen! ;d SLTiieons and i^lTicers, a;M'. 
xnany things expedkd from me, impcllible to b.- compile'. 
Tvith. I apprehended it, to be ablolutcly ncctfiary ihat 
certain regulations ftiould be fjxcd upon, loafccrtain my 
duty, and thofe of the Su* geoiss and oiTicers under me, 
as well as thofe of the regimenal Surgeoi'S, which all 
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ought to know, andnothofpital and regimental Surgeons 
only, but in general, every officer of any rank in the ar- 
my, to prevent interference and niiftakes." — 

fieildes giving this information, in order to bring aboBfc 
a farther explanation of the matter, and with a view to 
accompliftx the end propofed by it; when I came to New- 
York, I laid a plan before the regimental Surgeons, to 
afcertain their duty, with a draft for a memorial to b© 
laid by them before Congrcfs ftating their prcfent diffi- 
culties, of which they approved ; and I wrote prcffiogly 
myfelf 6n ihc fubjedt, to the Doftors Committee of Con- 
grefs ; and at various other times I have delivered tnf 
opinion on the duties of regimental Surgeons, which may 
be leen in the general orders, particularly of July 3d, 
And July 28th, 1776. But although the fentiments con- 
tained in thofe orders were enjoined by your Excellency 
to be made the rule of cdnduft, and I think they were 
^ well calculated to anfwer the purpofe, yet they were 
. little regarded by many of the regimental Surgeons, and 
openly oppofed by others, (n) 

With refpeft 10 the manner in which I came to have 
the charge of fupplying all the regimental Surgeons with, 
medicine cherts, &c. contrary to what I had always 
conceived to be the proper method, or ufual for a Gene- 
ral hofpital, as I had always declared, I beg leave to re- 
mark, that the furrender of Bofton having put us ia 
poflfeffion of a large, though unafTorted ftock of medi- 
cines, hofpital furniture, &c. your Excellency was pleaf- 
ed to order me, by the Quarter- Mafter-General, to put 
< up medicine cherts for five regiments, at Bofton, S.alcoi 
and Marbleliead, &c. about the time the reft of the army 
moved to New-York. This I cannot but look upon as 
the beginning of all my fubf'equent difficulties. When I 
arrived afterwards at New-Yoik, your Excellency was at 
Philadelphia, and I was repeatedly called upon by letters, " 
and in the way of perfonal applications from regimental 
Surgeons and officers, to furnifh feveral regiments that 
were at New- York, and othei's gvne to Canada, with 
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medicine chefts. My hope and cxpe£lation had been, 
that out of the whole ftocfc I had collefted, I might be 
permitted to take fuch as were wanted for the General 
h jfpital, and then to deliver the remainder to any Com- 
miffary or Continental Druggift, appointed by Congrefs, 
or by your Excellency, to receive it, for the ufe of the 
public, and particularly for furnifhing regimental Sur- 
geons. I received feveral intimations at'this time, from 
difff^rent perfons, that Congiefs expefled from me to 
fupply the northern army with medicines and hofpital 
ftores. 

Having received no orders, however, for that purpofc 
and fhe campaign then opening, I thought it highly ex- 
pedient to receive clear inftrud^ions on that head, and 
applied for leave to go to Philadelphia, to have a confe- 
rence with Ibme membeis of Congrefs to know what I 
had to depend upon. Your Excellency gave me leave of 
ablence for ten days, and although it proved too fiiort a 
time to lettle thcbufineCs of my department, yet I return- 
ed punftually on the day appointed. 

Before my arrival at Philadelphia, I learned that the 
Congrefs had purchafed a valuable ftock of medicines, 
which were in the hands of fome druggifts in town, ©ut 
of which ("> 'i a fuppofition I imagine that they had more 
thai) would be wanted for public ule) fuch confiderablefales 
had been m-ide by permiffion of Congrefs, andlai'ge quan- 
tities fent to the Sourhward, that it appeared tome there 
Avas danger, from the great redu£lion that was made in 
h already, left the beft coUeftion of medicines I had ever 
feen in America for an army, might flip out of the power 
of Congreis from fuch lale, &c. which might provealofs 
thty might not have it in their power to retrieve in the 
whole year (o) I therefore prefumed to caution the 
conimitt 'e againft if. Upon conferring with them on th6 

Si ?;^ as 1 had, though contrary to ufage, been obliged 
up m dicine chefts for fome regiments, I under- 
I might bt allowed fuch a fhare of what was oa 
ka»d as might be wanting from time to time to aflbrt 
• • ' thofc 
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Aofc in mv poffeffion, to ufe my befl: endeavours to fij^ 
ply regimental chefts to the regiments at New- York un- 
der your Excellency's command, for one campaign by 
way of trial; lor I did not want to fiirink from any labor, 
affigned me, whether my proper duty or not, by which I 
might ferve my country, is far as it was pra<fticable for 
me to do it. 

I did not conceive from all I was able to 'earn that 
there would be more than forty or fi ty regiments aflem- 
bled at New-York ; nc did I fuppofe that one half of 
thole would come deftiiute of medicines and chirurgical 
apparatus, when I heard that the Southward regiments 
were fupplied by the Continental Druggifts ; and i' had 
taken pains atCambridgc, occafionally, to acquaint Gene- 
ral officers, Commanders of regiments and regimental 
Surgeons, with my idea ihat they were not to look to the 
General hofpital for thofc fupplies, but have their regi- 
ments furniflitd, where raifed, as being the maft €a(y and 
natural method ; nor did I expect luch numerous de- 
tacnments of militia, all of which came unprovided, and 
looked to me for fupplies of every thing they wanted, 
not chuling to fend their fick to be under the care of the 
Surgeons o£ the hofpital. 

I fupplied from 40 to jo regiments with medicine chefts 
by the end of AMguft:,beiidesallthe branches oftheGeneral 
hofpital ac New- York in the bowry and neighbourhood, 
and at Long-ifland, which reduced many of our capital 
arncifs to an itifufficiency for the General hofpital for the 
remaining riart r.f the campaign. A.nd thefe I was obliged 
to collect eilewhere as well as 1 could ; for although there 
was a Pi f it fhow of med cjnes and furniture left, yet many 
of the p1in1.ip.1l medicines being exhaufled. and other ar- 
mies not being duly prepared, nor fuch as were ufually 
caiied tor of wanted for regimental ufe, thai fhow availed 
bar linle.^ To g've what were at hand and could be 
fprtfcd from hofpital ufe, which the regimental Surgeons 
vcu!d neither accept of nor be anfwerable for, would 
be, as fcripture exprefles it, to give one that alked for 
bread, a ftonc j or for an egg, a ferpent, li 
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It was by your Excellency's command that I (hipped 
?>ff part ol' the ftores, as I did, lo Siamford to p«-tvent 
the w > .. being loft, in caie the encmv ftioulJ poffefs 
fhemi^i v s of New Yo-k. From ti.ence they were 
ieni i.iio the country, as feme frigates l^ad got into the 
Sound, and it was cafy to land near S'^mfoid, whereby 
the ftores might be dcftioyed. {p) It was by a likecom- 
inzud thiii I vTitcd I'oppon, Haverfti aw and Orange, to 
look out for a fuitable pii ce for aGencraibo^pitnl ; and 
by your orders, in writing thu I went ovci lo Newark 
a day or two before the evicuation of New-Yo;k, to 
ipakt piovilirn foi abou' a thouiaud fick iucliiding thofe 
wou ded at the laft a^ion cn Lang-IflanJ who were 
there conimitt.d :o 'the caic of D'.^-ors '-ofter and Bur- 
net, .Surgeons,in rhe , General hofpiial, with fcven or e^ght 
Mates to take care of thern.(f) Part of the niedicincs 
remaining at Ncw-Yoik, were ordered over by the Ad- 
jutaiii-Gcneral, to whofe perlonal ad\ vity and the affif- 
tance he gave to the Surgeons, it is owing, that they were 
faved. I'hc moft valuable part, howe ver, was flill left 
jn New- York, when the CKcmy had effected a landing, 
drawn a line acrofs the ifland, and v/ere fuppofed to 
|3e then entering New- York, (r) 

At this critical junfture, I went over with fome of the 
hofpital ofljcei s and brought ofFall th3^ had be 'n left, 
5n a pettiauger. which was filled thcewith. I had or- 
dered two chells, for hofpital uie, to be put \ip and fent 
to Kingfbridge, it being impofliblc to get more up therc^ 
5n a retreat. 

The fick and wounded above-mentioned were lande4 
5n hafte and diforder, at Hobuck Wchock, &c. Some 
of our Mates f«ll into the hands of the enemy, and many 
of the Nurfes and Waiters fl'^d, and the militia ran off 
and impreffed every waggon they could find in the 
neighbourhojod. It therefore lequired feme days to get 
On all the fick and woun<'^ed, through luaiay difficulties, 
from the fright of the inhabitants, and their rcluftance 
io admit of the hofpltals being ftationed at that pla'ce. 
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I had prov'jfions to colleft, a Commiflary tnd Ward. 
Mafter to feek, and Nurfesand Waiters to procure, with 
every thing neceflaiy for the comfortable accommoda- 
tion of the firk and wounded. I had but little affiftance 
entmuh to perform this talk, your Excellency havmg en* 
joined me to leave the mrft confideiable number of Sur- 
geons and Mates at York iiand, in calc of need. I made 
all poffib!'- l afte, however, to put the hofpitals at New- 
Ark on a lafe footing, which I accompufhtd in about 
ten days, and then returned to head-quarters. 

After this, judge, Sir. of my difti efs . to find how much 
this affair had been mifreprefenied to ycur Excellency, 
as 1 perceived ir was by a letter jwft written to me by your 
Aid-de Camp, fetting forth the miferabie fituation to 
which the fi -k were reduced, an;! (he clamour for want 
of medicin s absolutely infifting on an immediate and 
fufficient fupp'y. for " whilft I was referving the medi- 
cines for caf.s of emergency, the fick were dying in num- 
bers for want of a necelTajy fupply." I had jull fent to 
an eminent pi ivate iJruggeft, as well as lo Mr. JVi/iidm 
Smith, the Continental Diuggiff, at Philadelphia, pray- 
ing for a fupply of fuch articles as either I had not or 
could not be got at, enclofing each of them a lift for tJis 
purpofe (J) Inftead of ten pounds of Tartar Emetic, I 
fent tor, four ounces were all I could obtain for the 
whole army, fcarcely equal to the demands of a fingle re- 
gimental Surgeon, or for one day's confumption for the 
army I prevailed on the Surgeon of a regiment to go ex- 
prels to Hartford, Norwich, Providence. Rhrde-Ifland and 
Boflon, to procure medicines, which places were fo bare 
of the articles that we principally wanted, as to occafioa 
a great difappointment. What is more worthy ©f 
jpemaik, they never came to hand till a ftiort while be- 
fore the retreat from Hackenfack. I had applied to 
Governor Trumbull by letter, for fome affiftance, which, 
though it was fentasexpeditioufly as poffible.took time.(z;) 
I alfo applied in perlbn to the State of New-York, at 
Filh-Kills, hearing they had paift of a ftock of medicines 
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purehafed for thrufe of that State on hand, and found 
if had been ordered to Albany for the ufe of ihe Nor- 
thern department. 

What made it more aftonifliing that the number and 
clamors of the fick fhould be fo gieat at that time is, that 
in a confultation which your Excellency, General Green 
and General Parfcns had, a few days before the evacua- 
tion of New- York, it was there pi opofed to fend off the 
fick and all unfit for duty in brigades, with fome careful 
officers out ot each brigade to attend them, and money 
to defray the expences of fuitable accommodations and 
rcfrcfhments; and a Surgeon was ordered a long with the 
fick of each brigade, that they might not fuffer for want 
Cf medical affiftance.(iy) I am ftill of opinion, it was 
the bcft ftep that could have been taken to pi event the 
fick from falling into the enemy's hands, unltfs what I 
once mentioned to your Excellency as my wifh could 
have been accompliflied, viz. That protcftions might be 
granted to the hofpitals on both fides, and the fitk not 
become prifonersof war, but their pcrfons and attendants 
might be piiviledged and fafe, as w,isthe cafe betwixt the 
French and Englifh in the wars of Eur(*pc. 

Yet all the confequences of the lick fuffering for 

want of necefiaries fad fpeftacles of human woc^ 

prcfenting themfelves in towns, villages and on the 
roads, and ftraggling through the country, thereby 
exciting the terror as well as the compaffion of the in- 
habitants ; have been afcribed to my departinent and the 
officers under me, at a tim ■ vi^hen we our elves fuf- 
fered, and called in vain for afliflance from other depart- 
me ts, and fo far as we were able, became fatigue-merj 
and laborers to the fick and wounded, as we could pro- 
cure none from thd* army, and, as I mentioned before, 
many of our attendants and nurfes fled. 

At the time of my greateil: difficulty to procure an«iar. 
fortment of medicines, I gave orders fo the Apothecary 
at Newark to afTort what he.had there, which was all 
that could be got to difpcnfe j to ifTue to all applycre 
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for regimental fick, what could be fpared at any rate 
from the hofpital practice, and referred fuch as called 
upon me for medicines, to him. (a:) That did not fatisfy 
all, many expeiling, as it feems, wherever they happened 
to be ftatiened, or wherever any part of the, hofpital was 
open for the reception of the iick and wounded, that 
they had a right to draw any medicines they wanted, and 
to be furniftied from thence with whatever they called 
for, though that part was only provided for its own con- 
fumption, and the Surgeons of the hofpital were willing 
to take care of the lick fent to them for that pur- 
pofe. . 

In the midft of this fcene of perplexity and confufion 
I received a note from Col. Grayfon, Aid-De-Camp to 
your Excellency, deliring to know from you, whethei'I 
could, or whether I thought it in the line of my duty to 
fupply the regimental Surgeons with what they wanted ; 
to which I returned for anfwer, " that I never had cm- 
ceivtdit to be pr$perly in the line of my duty , though I had 
done every thing in my power to perform that fervlce, 
for want of a better eftablilhment, the prefeut being in 
that refpeil contrary to every known pi asftice, as I had 
always declared, and if it was ever fq much expeiled from 
me I had not the means." It was then by your order that 
I drew up the propofed regulations for a better cftablifli- 
ment, which I forwarded to Congrefs fo foon as it v/as 
returned to mc, and herewith fend your Excellency a 
copy, {y) It was to no purpofe that I made the fame de- 
claration to OiTiceis and Surgeons in general, as I b.id 
done to your Excellency. Their importunities continued 
as great as ever. 

Immediately after this, I received a charge to eftabllfli 
farther hofpitals, to be fliuated more conveniently for 
the ftation of your army at that time. I recommended 
Hackenfack. Every General ofiic&r to whom it was 
mentioned, approved of it, as the mofi: fuitable place of 
all others for the fick of the army on York-Iflaud, there 
being no fuch convenient place t)n the ifland itfelf, and 
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the enemy had juft made a dcfcent above Kingfbridge,, 
I was ordered over the river to vie\v Hackenfack, ani 
to report what numbers of fick could be provided for at 
that place. On my return, I did accordingly report that 
if a fufficient number of carpenters and maibns were fct 
to work immediately* to fit up the church, court-houfe, 
manufactory and a ftore houfc or two, &c. fix or fcvcni 
hundred men, and perhaps more mighr be accdmmo« 
dated in the town and neighbourhood ; but it would re« 
quire many workmen, and fomc time to prepare placed 
for their convenient reception. I was then ordered back 
tdcarry theplsn into execution with ail poffiblediligencc. 
I went accordingly, and next day no lefs than 300 mert 
were brought into the neighbourhood for me to look 
after, though I was quite alone in refpeft to help. They 
daily increafed in numbers, fo that within a few dayS 
they- amounted to upwards of a thoufand. I had left in- 
ftruftions for Dr. Warren^ and a number ©f Mate* 
and Other hofpital officers to follow and attend thd 
fick. (z) 

At firrt we had neither bread, floilr, nor frefh provi- 
fioBs in readinefs, nor were Commfiaries at hand, from 
whom I could obtaia any help. General Green, towhoni 
I fent to fort Lee for affiftance, was gone over to 
Yark-ifland. So foon as my hands were ftrengthened 
^'ith'DrJVarren'sdLndlAr .Zabrijhy''s help, and the appoint- 
ment of a Commiffarjr and (Quarter- Mafter, difficulties 
abated by degrees svcry day, and our affairs got into a 
more promifing train In the mean while the two armies 
having marched towards the White Plains, a battle was 
expelled. I therefore haftened fo join your Excelleny, 
On my arrival I f :>und the Surgeons of the General hof- 
pital, in confcquence of orders from head -quarters, to 
look out for a place for the wounded at a convenient 
diftance, had pitched upan the church atNorth-caflle, aS 
the mod: fuitable they could mcft with. I went to view 
it. and to p e;^a. e matters if the enemy's troops fhould 
come to ailion. 
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Whilft we were getting in readineft, a firing of caB^ 
BOn was heard anew, for there had been a firing heard, 
the day before) at fort Waftiington. On learning it was 
at the White l^lains, every Surgeon of the hofpital 
I'hen prcfent fet out with rac, immediately, for the Plains, 
feveral Mates following, with a waggon, to bring the in- 
ftruments and dreflings. We fixed near the lines, and I 
never ftirred from thence till the enemy retreated, which 
was about a week after; nor till you: Excellency crofled the 
rivcT, to haftcn to the fuppot t of fort Wafhington. In 
the mean time, the fituation of affairs would not permit 
your Excellency to give me leave to return to North Caf- 
tie, but for a few hours, to give dircflions, and to affifl: 
in providing for the fick and wounded ; an hofpital 
Surgeon, and fome times two or more, with three or fcuc 
Mates.attending the whole time, at the Plains, in expeita- 
tion of a fccond a£lion 

. Here I cannot but feel for the Hofpital Surgeons, who 
before they could obtain any quarters, except fuch as a 
few hou.'s induftry enabled them to do, in a country 
which was not well calculated to afford any good, were 
fuddenly overwhelmed with numbers of fick lent to them, 
as well as the wounded, in time of an engagement, and 
whilft many of the regimental Surgeoas were abfent in 
the country, having left their corps in the field.without 
afllflance, contrary to orders of July 3d, at a time when 
an engagement was confidered as inevitable, there were 
few at hand to give any aid. Hence, whilft the hofpital 
Surgeons were preparing matters at their proper ftations 
in the hofpital, clamors were excited againft them for not 
being with the troops, and when they were detaiined at 
the lines, to fupply the places of regimental Surgeons, 
who ought to have been there ; the wounded, who were 
conveyed to to the hofpital, naturally demanded the at- 
tention of the whole body of Surgeons, to adminiftec 
aid to them. {&) 

When I was at liberty to repair to North-Caflle, all 
my applications for workmen, to put the hofpital in or- 
C dcr. 
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del, to conftrufl chimneys, and fecurc the fick and 
wounded frora cold, the eifecfis of which were: feverely 
felt at that iin:ie, and of which it is thought fome died, 
proved abortive. Such then as could not be accomo- 
dated here und care of Doflors Adams and McKn'ght, 
were fent to Stamford and Norwalk, to the amount 
of above a t'^ourand, under the care of Doftors 
Turner and Eu is, Surgeons of the General hoipifal, and 
every accommudaiion poffible was provided for them. 

Before I go on with this narrative of General Hofpital 
proceedings, I fhall juft obferve, that in part of a day 
and night's time, feveral hundred fick and wounded,were 
tranfpprtcd from Long-Ifland to New-York, amidft a 
heavy rain, which fell elu ring ourretieat. They \/ere 
landed at different wharves, and carried into different 
houfes, whilft myfelf aad thofe about me ufed all 
our endeavours to coUcft them together, into barracks, 
and hofpitals I had provided for them •, and although 
all p©ffible care was taken to prevent it, yet may of them 
i3i>avoidably fuffered, though we were up great part of 
the night in this lervice. 

So foon as I was able to attend that duty in perfon, I 
gave my alEftance in drcffing the patients, fo that there 
was not a fingle one, of thofe wounded in the{a£lion on 
Long-Ifland, who were brought to the General hofpital at 
New- York, that I did not drefsmyfelf } and I afUfled in 
all operations that I knew of, wherever I was prcfent 
and could attend j for I always vifited as many fick offi- 
cers and others, out of the hofpital, by myfelfjand in con- 
fukation, as was any ways poffible forme to do, CGnfif- 
tent w th my other calls of duty, {aa) 

How much pains I took by writing and converfaticJW 
to affift in getting the regimental Surgeons on fome 
footing, fatisfaftory to them, and ufefal to the army, I 
couid adduce many proofs, if required j that I never 
could efFe£t it, is what I have to lament. The caufes I 
lhall not take up your lime to invef^igate. If the plan, 
n-ow before your ExceUency,fhould take pleace either in 

whole. 



^»»hole, or part, it may perhaps efFe^ that defxrable pur . 
pofe, where my endeavors muft reft. {^l>) 

The orders and inftruilions I have given to the Surr 
geons of the General hofpital, at different times, are 
numerous ; fome of them your Excellency read, 
approved, and fubfcribed yourfelf. 

Sometimes when houfes for hofpltals have been aflign- 
ed me by public authority, I have met with grsat op- 
pofition in getting pofTeflion of them, from proicftions 
in favor of the proprietors and occupiers, ®r others, as 
in the cafe of Stuy vefants, and in thofc in the Bowry,wherc 
a brigade of militia difpoffeircd the lick of the houfes, 
affignsd forthat purpofe,by the New- York committee. (fc) 

To bring this narrative of my conduft to a conclulion. 
So foon as I heard of the lofs of Fort VVafhington, Fort 
Lee, Hackcnfack and Newark, judging your Excellency 
W >u!d require my prefence, I left the beft dii edions 
I could, for the Surgeons of the General Hofpital oh 
the eaft fide of Hudfon's-River, and haftened to join 
you, which I did, the day after you croffed the Delaware. 
I was diftreiTed to find your Excelleacv entirely 
deftitute of Surgeons, at hand, to take charge of the 
wounded, in cafe of battle. 

With your Excellency's approbation I proceeded to 
Philadelphia, to lay this matter before Congrefs, and get 
an explanation of the meaning of their refolves of 
0£lober yth, refpe(5ling my being ftationed on the eaft 
fide of Hudfon's-river. I applied to feveral members, 
and requefted an audience, but, on account of the fitua- 
tion of affairs at that t'lmt, it was impoffible to obtain it.. 
The Congrefs was fully employed, and adjoured within 
a day or two afterwards, to Maryland. The fick were 
brought daily to the city, in" great numbers, objects of 
pity. For the care of them, I gave the beft advice I couldj 
to Dr. Pott;s, who was employed by the Council of Safe- 
ty for that purpofe. Several waggon loads of medicine-s 
and hofpital articles, which had been preferved from fall- 
ing intoti^ enemy's hunds, and fent from New- York to 
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Newark, and from thence to Philadelphia, were brough^ 
to the college, in bo good condition. It was my care to 
collect from them, what was of mott ralue, and chitfly 
wanted for bo/pital ule,and fend to Bethlehem. The reft, 
by o.;I.:r of Congrefs, were Ihipped to Wilmington and 
Cbrift( :.xij where I ftnt a Surgeon to review, and 
fee tl cm repacked, in good order, and to make out aa 
LiVOiLC of Vie fame, and fend it to Congrels. 

J letumed t© head-quarters, and that day received a 
letter h ota an honorable member, which I fhewed to 
your Exrellepcy, giving it as his judgement, that it was 
the defign bt Congrefs, I fhould attend to the care of the 
iick on theeaft fide of Hudfon's-rivcr, and be reftridcd 
to that plac^ ; which I could not but confider as a fingu- 
lai rcftriction for a Director-General. 

In obedience, however, to this refolve of Congrefs, I 
deteimined to repair to that flat ion, but found it neceiTary 
t takeBethlebem in my way, as my papers and baggage, 
and mofl: of the hofpital Surgeons and Mates ot my 
depai-tment were at that place, and to df liver over to 
fome proper perfons, for the ufe of your Excellency's 
arniy, the chief articles of the medicines I had ftnt there. 
Of thefe however, I referved a few and comparatively 
but a few, of fuch as were wanted, with fome few ftores, 
likewife wanted, for the fick on this fide, together witk 
inyinftrnments and bandages. But your Excellency 
having fet n fitto fend for thefe, by exprefs, they were ac- 
cordingly difpatched by the fame meiTenger. 

Of tenthoufand Bandages I had prepared for ufe in 
the beginning of the campaign, what with the confump- 
tion lofs, fupplies to the General Hofpital and regimental 
Surgeons, few are left. • 

The difficulties of attending to the wants and demands 
of fo many iick, fpread through fo great a traft of coun- 
try, and the clamors which have been raifcd, in confe- 
q«uence thereof, have induced me to trouble your Exccl= 
Icncy with this long and particular detail of facTts, and 
%Q rc^ucft your Excellency's order for a court of Inquiry, 

how 
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how the fick have been t-^ken care o^, ?n the Opneral 
Hoipital } coinpored of offireis bf ft acquainced v/mL th^ 
ru^cs- and difciplinc of v ar, and of hripjtal patters ; bj^ 
which it may be known »n wh:^t man..er, agreeable lo 
the eftablifhmcntof our Generil Hoipital, by auth >ri;y 
of Congrcl., and the inlb uftions 1 h xt received, from 
time to time, from Congr. fs and your Excellency , 
the information and alSftance I have repeatedly applied 
for, p'ovilio! has bren made for the fick; that the na* 
ture of military hofpitals.in general j ajnd ot ours.in par- 
ticular, may be afccrtained ; and if the fick have fuffered 
more than was inevitable, from the nature, peculiar hard- 
fhips and difficulties of laft Campaign, the caufes may 
be known, and a feafonaWc remedy applied, and thoic 
on whom any imputations have fallen, either of neglc^fe 
or mifmanagemcnt, may have an opportuniy of vindicat- 
ing their proceedings, before a proper tribunal, which is 
what I inireat for myfelf, and for the department under 
me. 

1 have requcfted Dr. M'/s^night to take charge of thefi: 
,dirpatcl»es,and hope for your Excellency's answer, whea 
kifure will permit i being with the greateft deference^ 

Your Excellency's 

xnoft obedient 

and very humble fervan-t. 



FiA-Jfills, 
February ift. 



JOHN MORGAN. 

r 



( 22 ■) 



BISH'KILLS, February 2t iTtf' 
To His Excellency G cncral W A S H I N G T ON.o 

SENSIBLE of the great difficulties, which have at- 
tended the department of Director General, owing 
to a ^reat vaiiety of caufcs that were not in niy power to 
govern, by which ihefick of the army iufflred very much 
laft campaign ; I had jull: finifhed the memorial which 
accompanies rhis, containing a narrative my condufk 
in that department, with the hope anod expedlation of ob- 
taining; fjoin your Excellency's known humanity, and 
love ?f juftice, a cou' t of inq nry rcfpcfting it \ that thofe 
caufes might be examined into, aiid rightly underftood, 
and^l might have an opportunity of vindicating myfelf, 
before a juft and candid tribunal, from any allegations 
that might be laid at my door, of neglc<fl, or miicondnil 
in the difcharge of the duty of my ftation, according to 
the beft of my judgement, knowledge and abilities, 
when Dr. Foiler called to (hew m^ your Ex elkncy's 
order to him, of Januiry 22d. It informed him, that as I 
was dilmifTt d from the Dire^lor-Generalfliip by Gongrefs,^ 
he was called upon as eldeft Surgeon, to take charge of 
the hofpitalson theeaftlide of the river, till a fuither no- 
mination to that p. ft. This difmiflion has taken place, 
without my being ever notifie d by Congrefs with the rea- 
fons for it, or having been called upon, to anfwer for my 
coniudt, though I had heard from a member, that heavy 
charges had been brought againft me, for the fufFerings of 
the fjck i on w'hich I defired him to inform Congrefs, 
th-'t I was ready to ftand the tell of an examination, 
arid requefted an audience, immediately, which I 
could not be favoured with. This I did verbally, and 
afte.waids applied to Congrefs, through him, by letter, 
to which 1 never rece'vcd any anfwer. 

On this account 1 drew up the prcfent memorial, flat- 
tering myfelf I fhould obtain the wilhed for inquiry, from 
your Excellency. 



A difmiffion by Congrefs from my ftatloh, whliout 
their having acquainted me with the natme of my lup- 
pofed offences, and allowed me a previous hearing, ap- 
pears to me a very fcvere, if not unulual proceeding, "i 
am obliged, therefore, ftill to trouble your Excelltncy, to 
requeft your pcrufal of the mcaioi ial, and lo exprefs ray 
delire that it may be laid before Congicfs, for their con- 
fiderarion — It is not, Sir, that I difpute the authority of 
that auguft Body, to appoint at pleafure. as well as to re- 
voke their appointment of pcrfons, to c ffires of rank' and 
truft ; but when a revocation is made in inch a manner, 
as not to leave the perfon remcved an opportunity of 
juftifying his proceedings, in cafe any accufaiions arc 
brought againd him, it cannot fail of opeiatmg to his 
difadvantage, in the eyes of the world. 

It is natural, therefore, to expeft, and what every man 
has a right to hope for, that he may, though late, be 
heard with candor and impartiality, and to wifh that a 
true ftateofhis conduct, in any public department, may be 
known, that according to the evidence oi fads it prelcivts, 
he may be condemned or acquitted. 

I propofe to go from hence to Stamford and Norwalfe, 
to deliver up the hofpital ftores, with which I have been 
cntrufted, to Dr Fofter's charge, and then proceed, as I 
have opportunity, to Philadelphia or Bahimore, for the 
fettlement of my accounts. 

As I fliall ftand in need of affiftance for tranfporting 
my bocks, papers and baggage, I flatter myfelf your Ex- 
cellency* will be pleafed to give fuch orders as may enable 
me to get them removed, without which I may fuffer great 
delays and inconvenience.* — Wiftiing you iticcefs and 
hap pincfs, equal to your exalted merit, I have the honour 
to fubfciibe myfelf, with all pofiible veneration. 
Your Excellency's 
moft obedient 

and very humb'e fervant, 

JOHN MORGAN, 



His Excellency General Washing tox. 



* jFor want of the afliannce. I alkeil for allthofe articlcsj 
t^hich were carried wiih thehofpital fto . s loDanbury were 
entirely confumed by fir«, in tlic tate 'eG,, u(Uou or that 
place, April the 25th, by the if.f a.fioii ot the troops 
under Governor Tryon. The moft coftly of my houfhold 
furniture, Jtaliaii hifto y piindngs done by thcbcft maf- 
ters, a choice colkftion ot F ench engravings, a choien 
Library (exclufive of rny own cnanufcripts, the laboui o£ 
ten yeais) a number of nrities and fpccimeiis of natuial 
hiftory, to the amount of mo-e 'han a thoufand pounds 
fterling, in value, were alfo J^ft'-oyed at Burdehtown, 
or carried off by the enemy, at Ch. iftmafs, a few weeks 
before this my fo fliameful dlfmiffion, yet wbilfi I wa? 
aftually engaged in the fervice of my country. I had 
removed them to that place, for fecurity, when I was 
firft invited by Congrefs into the army. For fuch lofles 
and fervices as I have luftaincd,in my country's caufe; whilft 
others, of inferioi ran-k, vrtio have made no fuch iarrifi- 
ces, nor ^wftained any lofles, forkfler fervices, meet with 
p! -? notions, aad diftiDguifhed rewards ; my only returns 
fiom a grateful country, are difgrace and inrults. But t 
fet down quiet, under thir confolatory rcfleftion, that if 
it be the Will of Heaven, all thefe things fliall, in due 
itime, work together for good. 
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APPENDIX, 

COPY OF THE R E S O L V» E S op 
CONGRESS, relating to the General- 
Hofpital, and the Duties of the Direaor- 
General, Diredors of Hofpitals, Surgeons 
of Hofpitals and Regiments, and to the 
Provifion for the Sick, &c. 

In congress, Thurfday, July 17, I775'- 

RESOLVED, That for the eftablifhrnent of arx 
Hofpital for an ARMY, confifting of 20,eoo 
' men, the following officers and other attendants be ap- 
pointed, with the foUowing allowance and pay. 

A Direftor-General a»d Chief Phyfician, his pay 4 

Dollars per day. 

4 Surgeons, per day, each - one and a third, do. 
I Apothecary, - o»e and a third, do. 

ao Mates, each per day, - two-thiids, do, 

1 Clerk . - - two-thirds, do. 

% Storekeepers, each - 4 Dollars per Month. 
I Nurfe to every 10 fick, one-fifteenth of a Dollar pes 

day, or 2 Dollars per Month. 
Labourers occafionally. 

The Duty of the above Officers, vIzo 

Direftor nnd Chief Pkyfician to furnifh medicines, 
bedding and all other neceffaries i to pay for the fame j 
fuperintead the whole ; and to make his report to, aQ«^^ 
receive orders frgm the Commander in Chief. 

J) Surgeonsj 
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Surgeoas, Apothecaries and Mates, to vifit and at 
tend the fick, and the Mates to obey the orders ©fihc 
Fhyfidan, Surgeons and Apothecary. 

Matron, to fuperintend the Nurfes, bedding, <*rc. 

Nurfes to attend the fick, and obey the Matrons 
orders. 

Clerk, to belong to the Director and Storekeeper. 

Storekeeper, to receive and deliver the bedding, and 
ether neceflaries, by order of the Director. 

Extract from the Minutes. 

CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary. 

RESOLVED, That the appointment of the 
four Surgeons, and the Apothecary, be left to the Di- 
reftor General and Chief Phyfician.~That the Mates 
be appointed by the Surgeons j and that the number do 
not exceed twenty ; and that the number be not kept in 
conftant pay, unlefs the fick and wounded fhould be fo 
numerous as to require the attendance of twenty, and 
to be difiniffed as circumftances will admit ; for which 
purpofe, the pay is fixed by the day, that they may only 
receive pay for a<^ual fervice. 

That the Clerk, Storekeepers and Nurfes, be ap- 
pointed by the Director. 

Extract from the Minutes. 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 
By Order of Congress. 

JOHN HANCOCK, Pr4|dcnt, 
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In C O N G R r S S, September 14, 1775- 

RESOLVED, That Samuel Stringer, 
tlq; be appointed Direaor of the Hofpital, and Chief 
iThyacian and Surgeon, for the ARMY ia the Nor- 
thern Department. 

That the pay of the faid Samuel Stringer, Ifqj 
as Direaor, Phyfician and Surgeon, be four Dollars 
per day. 

That he be authorized, and have power to appoint a 
number of Surgeons-Mates und«r him, not exceeding 
four. 

That the pay of faid Mitcs, be two-thirds of a Doi" 
lar per day. 

That the number be not kept in conftant pay, unleC? 
itie fick and wounded be fo numerous as t© require the 
' conftant attendance of four, and be diminifhed as cir- 
cumftances fliall admit, for which reafon the pay Is fixed 
by the day, that they may only receive pay for actual 
fervice. 

That the Deputy Commlflary General be direfted to 
pay Doftor Stringer, for the medicines he has pur- 
chafed for the ufc of the ARMY, and that he purchafe 
and forward fuch other medicines as General SchuY" 
Ler, fhall, by his warrant direft for the ufe of the faid 
ARMY. 



A Copy from the Minutes. 

Charles Thomson^ Secretary. 
By Order of the Congress. 
^ JOHN HANCOCK, Prefidenf, - 
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Ik CONGRESS, July 17. ^11^- 

RESOLVED, That the number of the Hofpi- 
tal Surgeons and Mares, be increafed in proportion to 
the augmentation of the ARMY, not exceeding one 
Surgeon and five Mates, to every five thoufand men,'; 
to be reduced, when tUe ARMY is reduced, or when 
there is no further occafion for fo great a number. 

That as many perfons be employed in the feveral Hof« 
pltals. in quality of Storekeepers, Stewards, Managers 
and Nurfes, as are neceffary for the good of the fervicc 
for the time being, to be appointed by the Directors of 
the feveral Hofpitals. 

■ That the feveral, regimental chefts of medicines, and 
chirurgical inftruments which now are, or hereafter 
lhall be in the poflefEon of the regimental Surgeons, be 
fiibjeft to the inTpeftion and inquiry of the refpeftive 
Directors of Hofpitals and the Uircftor General, and 
that the faid regimental Surgeons fliall from time to 
time, when thereto required, render account of the faid 
fAedicines and infti*imients to the faid Directors ; or if 
there be no D!rc£tor in any particular department, to 
the Director General ; the faid account to be tranfmit- 
ted. to the Direftor General, and by him to the Coa» 
grefs i and the medicines and inflruments not ufed by 
■any regimental Surgeon, to be returned when the regi- 
ment b reduced, to the refpeftive Direflors, and an ac- 
count thereof by them rendered to the Director Gene- 
ral, and by him to this Congrefs. 

That the feveral Diredlors of Hofpitals in the feveral . 
departments, and the regimental Surgeons where there 
as no Dii edor, lliall tranfmit to the Diredor General, 
regular returns of the number of Surgeons-Mates, and 
other officers employed under them, their names and 
pay ; alfo an account of the expenccs and furniture of 
the Hofpital under their direaion j and that the Direft- 
or General make report of the fame, from time to time, 
tt) t|4€ Cgmmander in Ciiiefj to tfaig Cppgrefs. 
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That thefeveral Regiinenf&l and HoTpital Surgeons Jn 
the feveral departments^ make weekly returns of their 
lick to iheii refpedlive Dircflors, ia the faid depart- 
ment. 

That no r£gimental Surgeon be allowed to draw upoa 
the Hofpital of his depirtmeni, for any ftores except 
medicines and inftruments, and rhat when any fick per- 
fon fhall require other ftores, they fhall bs received in- 
to the faid Hofpital. and the rations of the faid fick 
peifons beftopptd. fo long as they are in faid Hofpital j 
and that the Direftors of the feveral Hofpitals report to 
the Commiflary, the names of the fick when received in- 
to, and when difcharged from the Hofpital, and make a 
like return to the Board of Treafury. 

That all extra expcnces, for bandages, old linen, .and 
other articles neceflary for thefervice, incurred by any 
I'egimental Surgeon, be paid by the Director of that de- 
partment, with the appiobation of the Commander 
thereof. 

That no more medicines belonging to the Continent, 
be difpofed of till further orders of Congi efs : — That 
the pay of the Hofpital Surgeons, be increafed to one 
Dollar and two-thirds of a Dollar by day ; the pay of 
the Hofpital Mates be increafed to one Dollar by the 
day ; and the pay of the Hofpital Apothecary be increaf- 
ed to one Dollar and two-thirds of a Dollar per day ; 
and that the Hofpital Surgeons and Mates take rank of 
regimental Surgeons and Mates. 

That the Director General and the feveral Direflors 
of Hofpitals, be impowered to purchafe, with the ap- 
probation of the refpedlive departments, medicines and 
inftruments for the ufe of their refpe^tive Hofpitals, and 
draw upon the Paymafter for the fame, and make repoi t 
of fuch purchafe to Gongrefs. v. 

JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident. 

A true Copy from the Refolves of Gongrefs. 

J. REED, Adjutant-General. 

In 
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I N C O N G R E S S, July 20, 177^. 

R E S O L V E Dv i hat Doaor S E N T E R S, be 
reconTiTiended to Doaor MORGAN, who is defir- 
cd to examine him, and if he find him (jualifaid, to 
employ him iu the Hofpital as Surgeon. 

Extraft from the Minutes. 

CHARLES THOMSON, Sccreiary. 



DOCTOR STRINGER, having prefented 
2 petition to Congrcfs, the fubftance of which was,— 
<ju(-ft an cxpthoation of the refolves of Congrefs, 
Tf ' 'r ihc nature and extent oi his own, as well as 
E 3RG \N's appointment." 

ONGRESS, Augufl 20, 177^. 

'otnmittee appointed to confider of Doftor 
L's petition, report as follows : 
i. MORGAN was appointed Dire£lor 
i .id Phyfician in Chief of the American Kof- 

... Doaor STRINGER, was appointed Di- 
anri Pnyfician ©f the Holpital, in the Norther* 

Ctcpu-itmenc, only. 



In congress, Oftober 9, 1776. 

RESOLVED, That no regimental Hofpitals be 
in future adoweol, m th€ iieignbowrbood gf the Gene- 
ral HofpitaL That 
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That JOHN MORGAN, Efq; provide and fuper^ 
jutend a Hofpital, at'a proper ^iftance from the camp, 
for the ARMY pofted ou the Eaft fide of Hud/on's 
River. 

.That WILLIAM SHIPPEN, Efq; provide and 
fuperintend a Hofpital for the ARMY in the btate of 
Ncw-Jerfey. 

That each of the Hofpitals be fuppHed ** by the re- 
fpeftive Dire£lors/* with fuch a number of Surgeons, 
Apothecaries, Surgeons-Mates ard other Alfiftants ; 
and allb with fuch quantities of medicines and bedding, 
and oilier neceflaries, as they fhall judge expedient. 

That they make weekly returns to Congrefs, and the 
Commander in Chief, of the officers and affiftants of 
each denomination ; and alfo the number of fick and 
deceafed, in their refpe£llve Hofpitals. 

That the regimental Surgeons be dire£led to fend to 
the General Hofpital fuch officers and foldiers of their 
refpedlive regiments, as confined by wounds, or other 
difordcrs, fhall require Nurfes or conftant attendance, 
and from tim?* to time apply to the Qnarter-Mafter Ge- 
neral, or his Deputy, for convenient waggons for this 
purpofe : Alfo, that they apply to the Directors in tkeir 
refpeftive departments for medicines and other necefTa- 



That the wages of Nurfes be augmented to one Dol- 
lar a week. 

That the Commanding Officer of each regiment, be 
direfted once a week to fend a commiffion officer, to 
Tifit the fick of his rcfpeftive regiment, in the Gener*il 
Mofpital, and raport their ftate to them. 

Extradl from the Minutes. 



jries. 



CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary. 




( ) 

ToMIsExCELLENSt 

GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Commander, in C hi e f, &c. 
General- ffo/pitaly at Cambridge, February, 1776c 

SIR, 

TH E nature oF my ftatlon having led me to make 
many reflexions, on the fituatioa of the fick, ia 
the army, and the means required for their relief, I. 
have been anxious to lay before your Excellency, what 
appears to me, to be necelTa« y for this purpofe.and want- 
ing to render the bufinefs of the General Hofpital more 
eafy and compleat. I am defirous to liuggeft to , ou,what 
benefits may be fuppofect to ai ife, from the cftablifli- 
ment of regimental Surgeons and Mates j what are, and 
ought to be looked upon, as the duties of their place ; 
to llxew the infufficiency of any powers hitherto given 
them, " by Congrefs or your Excellency," to fupply the 
defedls '* of their ftaiion, which they at prefent labour 
under," without fome fixed regulations, and without 
fome provifion being made for them, that, for ought I 
fee, they are almoft wholly deftltute of, and which they 
are at a lofs how to remedy, and without which tht y can 
be of little fervice to the fick. This I am willing to under- 
take at large, and to point out fome plan, for putting it in 
their power to fupply the fick, of their regiments, whilfl: al- 
lowed to remain under their care, *' with whatever is fup- 
pofedrequfite for the pui pofe " At the fame time,Iamde- 
firous of pointing out a method of regulating the expences 
of the General hofpital, and of furnifhing the fick in it 
with many necelTaries and refrcfhments. ** which they at 
prefent want," in the moft fui'able and leaft chargeable 
ways. To do it properly would be a work of time, and 
1 find Ur*Ie leifure at prefent fgr a ta£^ that would require 

fome 
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fome vacancy from the daily avocations of my bufinefsj 
to efFedl. Yet I keep the defign in view, when other 
neccflary >.alls of duty will permit. 

«• But although I cannot perform this work fully now, 
yet it is neceflary to fay fomething ; our cirtumftances 
and lituation requii'e a general explanation of what is 
wanting." The nature and defign of a General hofpital 
is fo little underftood, and my particular duty fo much 
miftaken, both by regimental Surgeons and other officers; 
fo many expeftations are formed, and To many things 
looked for,from me,which are impoffible to be complied 
with, that I apprenend it to be abfolutely necelTary that 
certain regulations be fixed upon, for the better g vern- 
ment of the hofpital, myfelf, and the Surgeons and offi- 
cers of the hoipitai under me, as well as of the regimen- 
tal Surgeons, which all ought to know ; by which they 
may be refpeflively kept within their line of duty, with- 
out interference with each other, and which every officer 
who has any thing to do with the fick may be apprized 
of, to prevent naiflakes. 

To begin with my own department, I beg leave to re- 
fer your Excellency to the particular duty which is af- 
figned by the Congrefs to the Direftor-General, and chief 
Phyfician of the hofpital, and to the^ powers with-whicU 
he is vefted. 

His Duty is to furnifh medicines, bedding, and all 
other neceflaries ; to pay for the famej to fuperintend 
^he whole, to make his report to 2nd receive his or- 
ders FROM THE COMMANDKR IN ChIEF, &C. 

l^ur Excellency will be pleafed to obferve that I have 
never had " any mention made to me of," nor received 
the leaft inflrudlions concerning either regimental Sur- 
geons or regnnental fick ; and yet there is not p rhaps 
a fingle regimental Surgeon, and even but few officers 
who do not fuppofe they have a right to infift upon' my 
furnifhing every regiment, well the eftabliflied fo'diery, 
as the militia, with whatever articles they are pleaied to 
demand from the hofpital, as though it was a (tore 
3E houfe, 
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houfc, or magazine for the whole army, " and not con* 
fined, in the intention of its eftablifliment,to the purpcfc 
of taking care of thofe fick and wounded, that might be 
reported to it as proper obje£ls, and at!mittcd accord- 
ingly." Thus, befides what medicines are allowed, as 
well to the militia as to every ©ther regiment in the ar- 
my, regimental Surgeons have a cuftom of making de- 
mands on the General hofpital for inftruments ©f fur- 
gery, bandages, linnen, tourniquets, wine, rum, fugar, 
molaffes, chocolate, coffee, butter, candles, foap, brandy, 
raifins, rice, flour, Indian meal and frefti meat. They 
fuppofc I am obliged to comply with any order figned 
by a " regimental" Surgeon or Mate, for thole articles, 
in any quantity they fee fit to demand. I have been in- 
formed, that fome officers have taken it much amifs, if 
they wanted veal or mutton, that they could not have it from 
the hofpital, ** on fending for it for their own tables." 
What is more unaccountable, no r'^gimental Surgeons 
ever thought it their duty to make any report to me of 
ihe ftate of their fick, to leave me room to judge of the 
propriety of ifiuing, or of refufing to iflue out whatever 
llores they were pleafed to call for. 

Tt) fhew ia what light the hofpital is viewed, and my 
duty as Dire£lor of it, accounts of foldiers that I know 
nothing of, and who have never been reported to me fop 
direflioBs about them, are fent to me for payment, and 
from all quarters, near and afar off. Officers who are fick 
in the country, at a diftance from the army, under coisn- ' 
try practitioners, fend in their accounts by thofe Prclors 
for me to difcharge.* So numerous and unreafonable 
are the demands of officers, regimental Surgeons, ♦* and 
others, direfted by them to the Direaor-General of the 
hofpital for payment," that were all thofe demands gra- 
tified, the expences ofc the fick, as the Commiffary-Ge- 
neral hath often remarked, would exceed all the expences 
of the whole army befides. 

To give a pretext for the propriety ©f iheir claims, 

they 

Sei W. M. Phlilps's account, fuljoinid to this letter. 
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they plead their inability of being furnifhei clfcwheic; 
with wh.it ih.y want the cry of the regimental Sut^- 
geOKs is, there is no provifion made for us. '* My an- 
fwer is, npr have I any orders to provide for anv 
l3Ut what are under my own diredlion in the General 
hofpital.^ They, afe where they are to get inftruments 
apd drcffings, and what they want for the ficic under 
their care, or of what ufe are they, if left unprovided. 
I refer them to their commanding officers, and to make 
rcprefentatioiis of their fituation to them, to apply to 
_ Congrefs to eftabliih means of furnifliing what they 
want ; whatever orders are given me, they fhall be obey- 
ed, but I cannot go beyond my inftruaions." Do they 
imagine that 4 Surgeons and 20 Mates (which are all the 
Surgeons allowed me in the General hofpital, for an 
army of 20 000 men) employed in attending all rhc ficl^ 
and wounded that arc fent to them from the whole army, 
and as the/ can find, or make liefure from that employ, 
conftanily bulled in preparing lint, bandages, comprefies, 
fpllnts, tourniquets and other drcffings for hofpita^s ufc 
in cafe of any confiderable adlion, muft be rubje£lcd to 
their demands, and obliged to unFurnifh the hofpital^ 
and give up she 'atcur of their liands, to three or four 
fcore of regimental Surgeons and Mates, who were to 
have no trouble themfelves, in mTk king any preparations 
for their own ufe. 

Has not your Excellency '* recommended the firiacft 
oeconomy, and" informed me that from the eftimates 
given in to Congrefs, it was computed that jT. 10,000 per 
ann. was fufficient to anfwer all the demands of'theGen'sral 
hofpital, *« and that you wer'e apprehenfive the expences 
already exceeded what was imagined a fufficicncy ?" The 
fhlaries of all the officers in employ, ths nurfes and atten- 
dants, nearly equal to half tliat fum, without tsking into the 
account tiie expence ot hofpital furniture, bedding, blan - 
kets, medicines and inflruments. From fuch limited 
funds, for the fupport of the General hofpital, can it be 
expeded that between thirty and forty regiments fhail 



draw fupplics intcnaed only for the General hofpltal 

itself? ^ „ 

In this fituailon, I humbly reqneft your Excellency s 
inftruaions. * Be pleafed to confider that" my Commis- 
sion only extends to the care of the Hospital itlelf ; 
and yet every regimental Surgeon, appirentiy, expefts 
me to fupply him with whatever he wants,and to prepare 
every thing to his hand, or to lay the odium of his defi- 
ciency af my door. 

This application of mine does not proceed from any 
dcfire or inclination to fhrink from any fervice I can 
* render them; but, if this fervice (contrary to my prefcnt 
duty) is required of me, the means mull: be eftablilhed, 
and I mufk receive pofitive inftrucftions for it, left I be 
deemed guilty of neglefling, or not fufficiently providing 
for my own department, for the fake of thofe who are 
not comprehended within it. 

On the whole, I think it my duty to reprefent to your 
Excellency, that I have thought it incumbent on me, to 
give direftions to the ftores -keepers of the General hof- 
pital to iflae no ftores from thence, on the bare order of 
any regimental Surgeon, ' except Indian meal, rice or 
oatmeal, and if they want wine, rum, lugar, or other 
the like ftores, they muft produce an order for thefe, 
counterfigncd by me, and take a receipt for the fame, to 
make them accountable for the difpofal of what they 
thus receive, if called upon I havedircdled the apothe- 
cary to ifTue out medicines to them, for the ufe of each 
regiment, in fuch quantities, as their prefent occaiions 
may require, but fo as not to unfurnifh the hofpltal, or 
exhaiift the ftock,, fafter than I can get a frefh fupply. 
To enable, you. Sir, to form fome judgment of what is 
neceftary for the purpofc, I iruft obferve that fuch an 
army as is now on foot, will require an additional fum 
of two thoufand pounds fterling per annum at leaft fcsr 
the ufe of the regimental Surgeons, over and above what 
js neceffary for the fupply of the General hofpltal itielf. 
Jind it will be for ever needy, and even deftitute of capi' 
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tal medicines, if not fpeedily furniflied with a freik fup.- 
ply, to the amount of two or three ihcuflmd pounds : 
medicines being very fcarce and dear. 

Another obfervation I beg leave to make is, that every 
regiment ought to have a fmall portable cheft, for the 
whole year at once, and be provided with inllruments, 
bandages and dreffings. 

It is not with any view to reflecH: upon the regimental 
Surgeons, but for the better purpofe of procuring them 
relief from their difficuhies, that I am obliged to inform 
your Excellency, that th'^re are but very few of them, a? 
far as I can learn, who have what can be called even a 
tolerable fupply of any, evea the moft effential articles 
for regimental Surgeons, inftrum.ents or bandages, and 
that they are deluding themfelves with a falft opinion, 
that in cafe of aiSlion, every regimental Surgeon will be 
immediately furnilhed with thofc articles from the hof- 
pital I fear, from this circumftances, moft of them 
would be extremely at a lofs what to do, or be even ufe- 
lefs in a battle. 

I would therefore recommend to your Excellency, 
that •* a perfon be appointed for the purpofe," and 
inftruftions given for furnifliing a regimental cheft of 
medicines, whh inftruments, lint, tow and bandages, 
&c. for each regiment ; that orders be iffued, that every 
regimental Surgeon make out a report of what he has of 
thofe articles in readinefs, and a reprefentation of what 
he may further want, to be coUefted together, in order 
to judge of their prefent deficiencies ; and that the re- 
gimental chefts be infpeclari from time to time. As con- 
tinual com.plaints are made ®f the ignorance and unfit- 
nefs of many called regimental Surgeons and Mates for 
that poft, and I find them generally unacquainted with, 
what duties are to be expefted of them, in that ftation ; 
I would advife, ** if it be thought praiticable under pre- 
fent circumftances," that fome kind of examination be 
made of their refpeflive abilities, by a chofcn committee; 
being a praflice obferved in all countries, which is efTen- 

tial 
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tial to the fervice, and is now eftablifhed in the middle 
colonies, . n u 

** I have been amazed to heir it faid, and that it fluould 
have been thought, even by Ibme members of Con- 
grefs, that little ufe was expeded from regimental Sur- 
geons, where there was a General hofpital ; and this has 
been given to me as a reafon for their being To much ne- 
gleded, or fo ill provided with the means of being ufe- 
ful, and is, perhaps, the bsft reafon that can be given 
that there are comparatively fo few amongtl them, at 
prefent, of any tolerable education, experience or know- 
ledge in the bufmcfs and duties of the ftation." Before 
I pyt an end to this letter, I muft beg your indulgence 
whilft I trouble your Excellency wirh two obfervations 
more. T^e firft is, that regimental hofpitals and regi- 
mental Surgeons, under proper regulations and (ubor- 
dlnation to the General hoipital, arc abfolutely neceflary, 
and, in my opiaion, may be made extremely ferviceable 
in an army ; fecondly, were matters fo well regulated 
tkat whenever any foldier was taken ill, whether fent to 
the General hofpital, or whether he continued with his 
regiment, under the care of his pioper Surgeon ; if his 
rations were flopped for the time, and paid for in money, 
it would, in my opinion, be fufiicicnt or nearly fo, pro- 
vided he was dieted as he ought to be for a lick man, 
and as he is direfled to be, in the General hofpital, not 
only to pay for his diet, but to fupply him with every 
necelTary refrelhment without any, " or with little" addi- 
tional expence to the publick,from the fiores of the Ge- 
neral hoipital. To prove this, may require an explanation, 
which I fhall willingly give wMfen called for.* Permit 

* General Parfons, I am informed by the Coinmiffary- 
General^ has, to his great credit , /nice tried the expiriment^ 
and on this plan the fick of his brigade vjere provided lali 
fummer with every thi^g neceffary and comfortable to men 
in their fitiiation^ and there was a faving sf fixty pounds 
lawful^ after every article was paid for, from the floppaze 
of the ftck men's rations ^ and receiving the amount in cafb^ 
in lien of rations. ' ■ ' 
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Permit me. Sir, to conclude with this remark that if the 
fick in regiments are to be fuppUed at a pubHc expence, 
that expence ought to be a regimental charge, and may- 
well enough be included in the abftraft of the regiment. 
The General hofpital having oothiag to do with regi- 
mental fick, till they are reported to, and admitted as 
proper obje<fls, ought not to be burdened with the ex- 
pence. In this manner, the expence of ** main- 
taining the fick in regimental hofpitals will be 
known," and that of ftipporting a General hofpi- 
tal, unmixed with the former, may be pretty exadly af- 
certained from experience ; nor would it be charged with 
enormous accounts, which the General hofpital, proper- 
ly fpeaking, has nothing to do with. 

I remain. 

Your Excellency's 

moft obedient 

humble fervant, 

JOHN MORGAN. 



m P. S. I would obferve to your Excellency, that 
the fum allowed by Congrefs for the payment of the 
ftore-keepers is fo infignificant as four dollars a month ; 
about half the wages of a common foldier •, though it is 
a place of great tvuft, and requires talents and -^ppl.cati- 
on to bufinefs. as well as integrity to perform it welL 

The pay of nurfes is fixt by Congrefs at half a dollar 
ner week. Whilft it is fo low, we (hall never be able to 
furnifii rood nurfes.or in (hort any nurfes, m proportion , 
to the number wanted for the fick. Xhey comphnn of 

tlicir 
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men pay, and are jealous that more is allowed, but that 
part of it is flopped: Moft of them fay they were promif- 
cd a dollar per week, I have only paid them what is 
allowed by my inftruftions. 

There is a neceffity for having occafional officers in 
the General hofpital, of whom no mention is made in 
the cftablifhment by Congrefs. Some fuch I have found 
here on my arrival. They remain without pay, nor is 
shcir pay fettled, I have neither confirmed their ap- 
pointment, nor have I difmiflcd them, inftrudtions being 
wanted. 

It is neceffary that I report to your Excellency the dif- 
miffion of five Mares froin the General hofpital, as, by 
order of Congrefs, they were only employed by the day ; 
and they have refufed to fubmit to any examination of 
their qualifications. 



N. B. ^ The abobe Letter is printed from ihe original 
rough draft of it, ivrote in hajie, and delivered to General 
Wafhingron, and -which he returned for a fair copy, in- 
ivhich the lines and words, comprehended betwixt inverted 
comma's, are interlineations, perhaps a few of them addi^ 
tions, but none others are. I think proper to mention this 
as I would jiot willingly incur the charge of altering the 
fenfe of the criminal, or tnaking an addition, but of a feiv 
words, to render the fenfe mere obvious, or compleat^for the 
eafe of the reader. 

^ It is proper to remark here, that this- very letter 
ivas read twofeveral days before the medical committee of 
Congrefs, tn the c»uference I had with them in June lad when 
J went to Philadelphia for that purpo/e, and I then laid be- 
l-lTj f"^^^^''^ conftderation, ihe fever al regulaticns, 
ivhich did not appear in their refolves till near a mouth a)ter- 
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Amdngft other accounts I had before me, at ih6 
time of writing this letter, I Ihall feleft one, as it is un- 
derfigned by perfons in a public ftation, who are well 
known, and I doubt not, if neceflary, will attcft the truth 
of the copy, oi which I ftiU have all the original accounts 
in my pofl'effion. 

William Meserve Philips, being a foldier ia 
Col. John Glover's regiment, to the Seledmen of the 
town of Marblehead, JJr. 

To fundries fupplied him by fundry perfons while flck 
with the fmall-pox, viz. 

1775, ^ug. Caff. Jahtit Mugforits Bill fir Amnunti 

Benjamin Needbarnt BUI di. 

Elixahetb Smhb's Bill Jo. 

Richard Tarrs Bill . dos 

Thomas Hartjberns Bill d*. 

Willi>m Wau's Bill do. 

N. Demens's Bill do. 

Jeremiah Praffer's Bill di. 

Cornelius PLilifs's, do. 
Mjrbhbead, lub of Dctember, 1775. 
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Errors excepted, 

James Mugford, Edward Fettyplacc, 

«t. Philips, Jeremiah Pi caer, > Sele£lmen- 

Wm. Doliber, Robert Hooper, tcrt. 

Marbhh'ecd^ Dec. 14, 1775. 

Sir, 

Pleafe to pay Deacon Wm. Doliber or order, feventeCh 
pounds four fliillings and fix pence, it being the amount 
of the charges of Wm. Mefcive Phillips's, having the 
I'mall-pox in this town, as per account above, and you'll 
oblige youT humble fervanis, 

James Mugfcrd, Edward Fettyplace/? CeVAmen^ 
St. Phillips, William DoUb.er, 5 

To Joha Morgan, Dii edlor General. ^ 

f To 
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To gratify the curiofity of fuch who may wifli to know 
feme of the principal articles of thofe charges, I have fe- 
kaed them from the feveral accounts, and claffed them 
as follows. 

To N. D*m:n for 16 Day's Attendance in Nurfing, at a-thlrds of a Dollar per 

D..y, £' 3 ° 
To tl*abeth Smith's Account of ditto, a 8 o 
To Richard Tarr's for io. at Peft-Houf«, i. e. S. P. Hofp. 5 3 4 

£.'ti 7 4 

ToBecf, Lamb, Mutton and Silt Pork, at 7d. J. m.p4 lb. « it 10 a 

To the Do£tot fov 4 vifits, a Tomit and fix fever powders 8 n 
The otnci Articles, indudmg New-Engiand and other Rum, 
(to th^ amount of fixtejn Quarts) Wine,BRAD for THK 

MuLPocx afldSjrnipofSKSF£N, Candlca, &c. 3 16 4 » 

Total amount (ecjual to 57 Dollars 2-6.) £• ^7 4 ^ 



From the Do£lor's vifits and accounts (which muft be 
confeiTed to be very low) compared with the diet, fait 
pork, wine and rum, Sec. it muft appear how neceffary 
iuch An expenfive attendance was for a private Ibldier, 
in the fm lU-poX; and what idea' was entertained of the 
duty of a Dire<ilor-General, if liable to pay fuch ac- 
counts. 

I had alfo before me, at this time, a copy of the drafts 
of one regimental burgeon at Cambridge, upon the ftore 
of the General Hofpital, for above an hundred gallons, 
or an hogfheadof rum ; wine, loaf and brown fugar, and 
molaffes in proportion ; andtofhew the extreme neceffity, 
one pint of oatmeal was added to the lift, being for one 
regiment only ; all within the fpace of about fix weeks j 
and yet there was no return made of the fick, but all de- 
manded on the faith of an order, figned by a regimental 
Surgeon or Mate. 

. I fhall here likcwlfe, remark, that, when after regi- 
mental Surgeons were repeatedly called upon, by general 
orders, to make reports of the ftate of the fick, although 
ina;iy of them never complied at all with thofe orders, 

araongll 
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amongft tliofe who did make their returns, fome indivi- 
duals reported above an hundred, each But when 
Doctor Fofter, then Surgeon in the General hofpital, 
attended, by my dlredlions, to v'lfn, in patticular, Col. 
Pai fons*s regiment, of which the Surgeon was iuddcnly 
taken ill, in order to receive fuch ;is were proper obj -6ts, 
into the General hofpital ; on calling over the lift by 
name to examine their cafes, there were but few of them, 
who were not found, and did not ;cknowlecge thern- 
felves, to be fit for duty. 

In fome returns, of which I took care to ke ep the ori- 
ginals, forty waiters and upwards were included on the 
fick lift, to exempt fo many from duty- 8ome regimen- 
tal Surgeons made a prailice of felling recommendations 
to furloughs and difcharges ; for which only one, out 
of the number fuppofcd to merit that diftin£lion, vias 
drummed out of the army, for fuch mean and fcanda- 
lous pradlices Had all who defervecl- it, met the f^\me 
rewaid, it would have reduced the liftvery confiderabiy. 
Cordials and refrefliments were drawn by others, from 
the ftores of the General horpital, which by the pai -s 
fome of the officers took in fupporting the unreafonable 
demands of thofe men, gave room for many to believe 
they ftiarcd in th? plunder themfelves. 

Is it cny wonder, on being repeatedly informed o£ 
thefe particulars, that I put a total ftopto the unaurJioriz- 
cd pradlice of the regimental Surgeons drawing ftores 
from the General hofpital, without obliging them lO be 
accountable for the fame ? Is it a matter of furprize that 
regimental Surgeon* and officers of that cafl, fhould 
manifeft a declared enmity againft one, who contravened 
their fhameful meafures ; or that tBey fliould have in- 
fluence with fome of the privatss, in concert with whom 
they preyed on the vitals of tlie publick, to declaim 
againft the General hofpital, whilft thofe who were pro- 
per objefts for it, and had once experienced the benefit 
of that inftitucion, were glad to have lecourie to it, as 

often as they ftood in need I 

When 
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When the eftlmate of hofpital expences was fo very 
low, and liich oeconomy fo- I may not call it parflinony, 
was manif-fted in the pay allowed to the hofpital officers 
by former reff>lves of Congrefs. fo different from the 
generous munificence of the prefent day. that four dollars 
per month, was then thought a fufHciency for the hofpi- 
tal ftore-kecpcrs. [Great proof of its being the inten- , 
tion of Congrefs, that they fhould ifTue ftores, to the 
amount of many hundred thoufand dollars per annum, 
to 'egimenial Svirgeons •,]] is it any wonder that I would 
not fufFer regimental Surgeons to draw, ad libitum^ for 
whatever their unbounded appetites and fancies craved 
from the Genn al hofpital ; or, when I difcovered fo 
mar.y arts put in p adlice, to defraud the publick, that 
I would pay no accounts of foldiers, out of the hofpital, 
contracted without my knowledge, and out of the fphere 
of my department ? Had I allowed mylclf to be drawn 
into this fnare, who can tell what limiis they would have 
fet to their growing demanas ? Some largt; accounts of 
private pradtitioners, were brought to me i from more 
than an hundred miles diftance. Some of them had 
charged near five pounds, a day. for attendance on com- 
mon foldiers, who ailed but little. Had 1 pafTed thofe 
accounts, would it not have been at the rifk of my own 
reputation ? but wh- mention reputation ? Have I not 
fuffered more obloquy from the malignity of fuch men, 
on account ol faving prodigious fums to the Continent, 
-with great toil, but no p Ifible advantage to myfelf. than 
fome others for engulphing the public monies ? Si^ch 
are the rewards of care and exaftncfs in bufinels to fe' ve ' 
©ne's country ; glorious pledges of liberty ! when ©ffi- 
cers of rank are to be forced from their ftations, to 
make way for underm.ining and ambitious men, on their 
partial reprefentations, without any hearing ! chfortumtos 
nhniumf fna ji bona norint agricofa ! 
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(h) The want of fufficient affiflancc from otKer dc« 
partments was attended with many and gi eat inconve- 
niences. Foi example, When it was thought necelTary 
to crtablilh a General hofpital abovr Kingfbridgc, in the 
neighbourhood of that wing of ihe army commanded by 
M jor-Generai Heath in Oflober, after the proper 
places were pi^chied upon for that defign, I called upon 
the D-puty-Quantr -^'arter-General for workmen and 
mateiials, to put the ftveial houfes in order, to build 
chimnies, to conftru^l births, and to make fuitable apart- 
ment? for the Tick and wounded The Q. M, General 
being then at Philadelphia, the D. M. General in- 
for ned mc that every caipenter and mafon under his 
direAion in the army were engrofled, and could not be 
tak::o "ft from th ir prefent employ. He advifed me to 
m .ke application to General Heath, for an order, to 
obtain as many of the militia, or other foldiers who were 
proper workmen, to be drafted from their refpeftive re- 
giments under his command, as would fuffice for the 
prefent occafion. I fent to General Heath for this 
purpofe. The anfwT I received ws.s, that t' e General 
did not chufe to meddle with any thing to be done in the 
Quai ter-Mafter-Gene' als depactment. When General 
R'liFFLiN, Quarter-iVIaft;er-Gf neral, returned fomc time 
after from Philadelphia, where he was then gone, I pro- 
cured an order from him on his Deputy, for a dozen 
carpenters and mafons ; but they could not be fpared 
fro n other bufinefs ; and not one was fent to me all the 
time I remained on York-Ifland, from the biginning of 
Oclober, to the time of my going over to Hackiniack, 
after the middle of the month, when the army began to 
retreat to the White Plains. 

The fame thint^ happened frequently at other times 
and places particularly at North Caflle ; when, after ear- 
reft applications made by myfelf and the Surgeons of the 
General bol'i.:fal, to that department, and orders were 
given by the Quarter- V after- General himfelf, or his 
Peputy,' on the Commander of the Artificers, they could 
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flot be procured, it being always declared that all hands 
were engaged by prior orders, for other purpofes of the 
army. I do not mention thefe difflcuhies with a vie^ 
to refleft upon, either the Quartcr-Mafter-General, or 
his Deputy. JMen of greater a(5tivity, or greater abili- 
ties for the refpedtive pofts, I do not imagine can be 
produced : No; were they jvantiag in inclination to give 
me all the affiftance they were capable of affording. 
But if they had it not in their power, fkiil the inconve- 
niences were no lefs on account of that inclination ; yet 
was I to fuffer, and be blamed for wants which neither 
the whole army, nor perhaps the Congrefs itfelf ; at Icaft 
no other perfons were capable of making a timely provifion 
for, and to be ani werable. as it would feem for all the 
misfortunes of the campaign ? 

When I was at Hackinfackl wascxprefsly forbidden by 
the General, to draft any workmen from the army. My 
whole dependeuce was placed on fuch as I could meet 
with in the country, and which 1 ought to have had from 
the Quarter-Mafter-Ge leral's department few were to 
be found in the neighbourhood of the army, when affairs 
went on otherwife than profperoufly. Nov had I any 
company or guards allotted to m^, for any purpofes of 
the General Hofpital, when I fir ft went to Hackinfack, 
and men were wanting to go after provfions and for other 
neceffaries, befides waiting on the fick and wounded, that 
were hourly brought in grea; numbers, without any per- 
fons whatever to attend them. 

Once, indeed, when the fick became very numerous, 
about ten days before the retreat from New-York, and 
when I ftooil in greater need than ufual, of an increafe 
of labourers and waiters in the General Hofpital, and 
there were no men to be had in the city, who were will- 
ing to engage in that fervice, after repeated applications 
for that purpofe, it was given out in general orders, that 
fiUy men fhould be drafted from the line, who were al- 
lotted to that duty. No day paffed without making per- 
fonal application myfelf, to the officers appointed to di- 

reit 
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re£l the performance of this order, yet a week palTed be- 
fore it was complied with. When the men were parad- 
ed, and marched to the New- York college, to receive 
their orders from me, at what hofpitals they were to be 
employed, and how to be iifpofed of, they declared they 
would not remain there. Ihey faid they were cheated, 
having been told they were ordered for quite a different 
' duty. I reafoned with them, and Ihewed the neceffity 
there was of their help, promifed to make their fervices 
as eafy and agreeable to them as poffible, and to allow 
them each a gill of lum per day, if they behaved well, 
and threatened them, if they left me, to report them as 
guilty of difobeyingthe General's orders. They feigned 
acquiefcence. Yet, by next day, mcft of them had de- 
fer ted from the hofpital, and returned to their companies, 
al hough, beiides the fick, there were near one hundred 
wownded to attend. Such was the difcipline of the army 
at that time. Before I could take any ftep to have thefe 
men called trf account, I was ordered over to Newark, 
to provide accommodations for the fick at that place, in 
the midftof which, great part of the remaining Waiters, 
and fome of the Nurfes left the hofpital. 

AS the following letters, feledled from a number of 
others, written by me, to different members of Congrefs, 
on the bufinefs of my department, bear tefiimony to the 
pains I took to give full and timely information to that 
Body, of the ftate of the lick in the General hofpital and 
the army, of '.he deficiencies and inconveniences both la- 
boured under, for want of fuits-ble regulations, and of 
what fupplies were wanting, in time for affording more 
effectual relief, at leaft in many ipiftances, had that in- 
formation been duly attended to by Congrefs, I need not 
make any apology for publifhing them in this place, at 
full length, and in their original drefs. I am not fure, 
if I were to give only extracts, or an abridgment of them, 
that it would be fiitis factory. If they appear rather pro- 
lix to the reader, I muft beg leave to inform him, that 
it was for want of leifure they were not more concife - 

nor 
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lidr did I cxpeft at the time they were written, that I 
fliould ever think it nec.lTiiry to print them Befides, 
in bufinels of fo much importance, I imagine it wiil be 
conlidercd as a lels tauh, to be minute and particular^ 
and even to repeat the fame things, in the hian y of writ- 
ing, than to give fo cu; Tory a relation, as to fail of an- 
fwering the dcfign of affording fuil information of what- 
ever falls undf r the writer's notice, that may inform ihofe 
in office of the true ftatc of his departthent, and be any 
further inducement to them, than they already have, to 
exert theralelvesjin giving all the timely affiftance that is 
needful, to remedy every wait, or remove e\ery incon- 
venience under which it labours. 

On my arrival from Cambridge, at Nev»^-York, the 
latter end of May, 1776, I found feveral orders, drawn 
Upon me, from the Northern Army, for fupplies of 
medicines and iiiftruments, and particularly for a large 
fupply of medicines from Doftor Stringer, Di'e<rtorin 
that department. I heard from a number ©f ofScers, of 
great rank, who were juft returned from Philadelphia, 
that Congrefs expeded me, as Dire^or General, to or- 
der the necejTary fupplies of Holpital ftores, for the 
Northern department. I had received no fuch orders. 
As! thought proper regulations were wanting, to afcer- 
tain the refpeftivc limits of authority, intended by Con- 
grefs to be vefted in myfclf, and the feveral Direaorsj 
I requefted leave to go to Philadelphia, to obtain an 
audience of a committee of Congrefs, on that fubjeft, 
\yhich I obtained. I left propofals of feveral regula- 
tions with that committee, for introducing order into 
the different branches of the General Hofpital depart- 
ment. Amongft others, I propofed that the feveral 
Direftors and Superintendants of Hofpitals, fhould be 
ordered and impowered to provide their refpeaive de- 
partments w th Hofpital ftores, without depending on 
me for fupplies ; it being impoffible for me, circum- 
ftanced as I was, to anfwer their demands. Nothing 
was determined till a month afterwards. In the mean 

while, 
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while, upon my return to New- York, Doflor Potts' 
who had a feparate charge of certain tlofpitals, which 
were to be eftabliflied to the Northward applyed to me 
for the appointment of Surgeons and other Hofpital 
officers to ad under him, and for a farther fnpply of 
medicines, than he had yet obtained. He exprelTed it 
as bis opinion, that he was obliged, in duty, to look to 
me for affiPcance, and faid he ftiould depend upon me 
only, as head of the department, for every thing o£ 
which he Ihould ftand in need. At the fame time» 
Do£lor Lind, applied to me for medicines, for Genera! 
Sullivan's army, on which, I wrote the following Let^ 
ter. . 

Nciv-Torh, June 2^, 1775^ 
T® THE Honorable 

SAMUEL ADAMS, Efq^ 

Member of the Medical Committee of Congrefg, 
S I R, 

TH E ftate of the army in CaRada, according to* 
Dr. Lind's account, (who is juft arrived from 
thence, by order of Gerieial Sullivan, lor a fupply o£ 
medicines,) is truly deploiable. I have feen no return 
of the flck, but he aflures me, that in the beginning of 
this month, there v^ere no lefs than 1800 men down 
with the fmall-pox ; and the total of f ^k and unfit for 
duty, amounted to 3,300 men ; and ho- lays, they have 
no medicines : Such a report is fcarcely credibL-, but 
you may learn the particulars, yourlelf, from him, as 
he intends going to Philaaelphia. 

General Gates fees out to-morrow, to take the com- 
mand of the array in Canada. Dr. Pous will accom- 

G pa'">y" 
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pany him. I have therefore given orders to fupply him, 
from the General Hcfpital, with a large cheft of fuch 
medicines as I can bcft fpare ; and which can be got 
ready to-morrow before his departure. Uporr looking 
into Dr. Potts's commiffion, I find he is appointed 
Phydcian and Surgeon in the department of Canada } 
but whether it be of a regiment, or in the Hofpital, is 
not fpecified ; nor does it fliew whether it is the inten- 
tion of Congrefs, to veft him with the power of a 
Direftor, in the General Hofpital : Nor can 1 learn, 
what appointment Dr. Stringer has, or what is the na- 
ture of his commiffion. 

From all I am able to learn, every thing in the medi- 
cal department, in Canada, difplays one fcene of con- 
fufion and anarchy : Nor have the Congrefs taken upon 
itfelf, to eftablifh. or vefted any perfon whatever, with 
a power fufficient to efkabiifh a General flofpital in Ca- 
nada. 

The Congrefs cannot, in my humble opinion, be too 
fpeedy in determining what fteps are to be taken for this 
purpofe, and for fettling a due fubordination amongft 
the Surgeons there. It would be of particular ufe, that 
the intentions of Congrefs were made known in re- 
fpe^ to Dr. Stronger and-Dr. Potts, whether either of 
them is to be confidered as Director, by appointment of 
Congrefs, and which of them ; or whether they are 
both to be looked upon as Surgeons depending on, and 
afting by inftruftions from me. I have never feen Dr. 
Stringer's commiffion. In either cafe, they will require 
more help than they have at prcfent ; and in the latter, 
I fuppofc I ought to have the appointment of three or 
four more Hofpital Surgeons, an Apothecary, and a 
Iciency of Mates in that department, without dimi- 
rifliing the number I have allowed me for the army at 
New-York, as I have none here that are fuperfluous. 
Other officers, as a Storekeeper, Stewart and Matron, 
are alio wanted in Canada, with Nurfes and occafional 
Labourers. Whatever is determined on, in refpea to 

thefe 
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thdc matters, I fhaiild be glad to know immediately - 
Till then, my hands are tied up, and the army fufferine 
for want of help. I am not fure that our difgrace and 
misfortunes in Canada are not owing, in a great mea- 
fure, to the fliameful proceedings of the Surgeons in 
Ipreadmg the fmall-pox by innoculation, amongft the fol- 
diery, lu face of the enemy. Inftead of innoculating 
the foMiery, under like circumftun ces before Bofton^ 
General WaGiington, upon my reprefentation, conti^ 
nued to keep in pay a Surgeon and Mace, to attend all 
that fell ill of the fmall-pox. A Hofpital was fixed for 
their reception only, in a retired place, and a guard fet 
round it, and all communication betwixt it and the ar- 
my was cut off; and fo Toon as any one was leized with 
the infection, of whatever rank, he was fent to the 
fmall -pox Hofpital. By this means, evcrv inconvenien- 
cy, arifing from th- appearance of the fma!l-pox, was 
prevented, and ;'ie army efFcclually fecured from dan- 
ger, from ili.ii -j-uuter. 

Had there been a General Hofpital in Can da. there 
would have been better orders, and ibme fubdrdination 
obferved, which is now wholly wanting ; and it is to 
be feared, that whilft the Congrefs, occupied in a mul- 
tipHcity of weighty concerns, can proceed but ftowly on 
this matter, the opportunity may be loft. Rather than 
poflpone, however, fo important a concern, would it 
not be right to place full confid-'nce and power in a pro- 
per perfon, capable to arrange thefe matters, as they 
ought to be, with ample authority for the purpo'e, ra- 
ther than fuffer a lofs of men, to the dilcouragement 
of the whole army, for want of a due provifion beiu"^ 
made for the lick and wounded. 

If the Congrefs will fix on the means and manner of 
eftablifliing a General Hofpital at Canada, it will eafemc 
of much trouble ; but if they are not at leifiire, or not 
fufficicntly acquainted with what is the proper manner, 
, and will order me to do it for them, giving me fuch 
power as they thipk adequate, I will do the beft I cans 

to 
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to eff* £l this defirabic end immediately. Excufe, Sir, 
my dwelling i'o earneftiy on this fubjedl: ; it is of tlie ut- 
moft conlequence to the fcivice, and delays are danger- 
ous, i canif.ct expert to receive inftruflions, on this 
matter, from General Wafliington ; he fuppofes, that I 
underftand the affairs of this department, and relies 
\vlu)lly on me for rveiy thing wl:iich relates to it. But 
J neither durjl, nor ivill I prefime, to meddle m affairs, 
oui f my province, or that are beyond the fphere, in 
ivhich J Ivppoje. I ivas- defigned originally^ by Congrefs^ 

io move. Such, I imagine, is the arrangement 

of Hofpital afiairs, in Canada, and the tmdei taking to 
ill pply the Surgeons therewith what is neceffary for a 
General Hofpital, without fielh inftruftions, or more 
«imple power than I now have, either from the Con- 
gieli or Commander in Chief, as my commiffion directs 
me to look to them, for orders. 

I wait, impatiently, for an order from Congrefs, to 
jmpower mt to demand fuch a proportion of the Con- 
tinental medicines, left in the care of Meffieui s De Lan- 
cy and Smith, as they may think fit to zViot for this de- 
partment. In determining that proportion, they v.fill 
pleafe to conflder (if wc can trull toDr Line! s account) 
that there is not an article of medicine in Canada, in 
the hands of any Surgeon on that expedition. 

7^/721? 26, 1776. Since writing the above. Dr. Potts 
liaving received a fupply of medicines, from the Gene- 
ral Hofpital ftore, Dr. Lind has fet off with General 
pates and him, for Canada. 

1 rem.ain, \Ath great efteem, 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient, 

and very humble fervanr, 

JOHN MORGAN. 

%:r This 
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Cj* 7his may cert'tfy,. that I remember to have heard 
Do^or MORGAN read the foregoing letter, in July, 
iyy6, together with feveral others y upon the JvbjeEl of the 
General Hofpital and Regimental Surgeons, all inculcating; 
the immediate nscefjity of putting them upon a proper foot- 

JOHN WARREN, Hofpkal Surgeon, 



BEFORE I proceed to exhibit a copy of the next 
letter, which I wrote to Congrefs, it will not be im- 
proper to inform the reader of the cccafion of it. 

Having been returned from Bhiladelphia, about a 
fortnight after my confereace with the Medical Com- 
mittee of Congrefs, in which I had fet forth my infuf- 
ficiency, without farther powers and inftruaions, to 
anfwer the calls daily made on me, in an extenfivc 
and unfeitled department and, having received no or- 
ders or direaions from Congreis, all this while, m an- 
fwer to my application for that purpofe : A powerful 
fleet and army from Great-Britain, intended for th<^ re- 
duaion of New-York, being likcwife already arrived on 
the coaCc i and having prepared every thing in my de- 
partment- that was in my power, I then confidcred the 
unfettled ftaie of the regimental Surgeons. In oriev 
to bring them, by degrees, into greater regularuy, and 
to m^ke rhem more ufeful in cafe of aaion, as many 
of them had but newlv entered the fervice, and moft 
of- them, from want of experience were yet novices m 
the duties of a military Surg.on, I thought it advdea- 
bl» to pive them fome ■ inftruaions, whicn might ojen 
th^ir minds to a fenfe of what duty was requu-ed of 
them, as regimental Surgeons, m time of aa>on. which 
•t c^uld net be fuppofed.was very diftant. I, ^^--'^»P<;"^ 
drew UD the following direaions, and communicated 
fhem to' tl^ General.-lHe approved of them in the or 
ders of the day ; and commanded tue Icvual Surgeons 



of Regiments to wait upon me for copies, and to regu- 
late themfclves according to the propoied plan. 

Each Surgeon was allowed a copy, and commonly, 
at the fame time, I gave him an order on the Apothe- 
cary, of the General Hofpital, for a medicine chert, for 
every Battalion, which he alfo obtained, if he was not 
already provided, together with a number of bandages 
and tourniquets, and a quantity of lint, tow, and old 
linnen, for chirurgical drefiings. 



A COPY OF THE 

ORDER and INSTRUCTIONS, 

Given to the REGIMENTAL SURGEONS, 
In cafe of A C T I O N. 

Ngio-Torkf July 3, 1775. 

I T is prcpofed by the Dire^lor- General, and or- 
dered by his Excellency the Commander in Chief, That 
the Regimental Surgeons and Mates may be the better 
prepared for the difcharge of their duty, in cafe of 
a<ftion, to hold themfelves in immediate and conftant 
readiaefs for fervice 5 and, in the firft place, to make a 
return to the Diretn:or General of the Hofpital, of their 
names and ftaticiis, and of the inftruments and ban- 
dages, &c. they have at hand, agreeable to the follow- 
ing FOR U» viz. 



A 
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A REGIMENTAL Return of Surgeon's 
Inftruments and Bandages, &c. now in 
Readinefs for immediate Service, belong- 
ing to Colonel 's Regiment, in 

Brigadier General 's Brigade, en- 
camped at , July 3, 1776. 



Names 
geon 
and 
the'r 


of the Sur- 
and Mate, 
the dates cf 

CO arn'fTin: . 


Inftfuments fi' 
tor ufe. 


Number & kind 
of Bandages,&c. 
Ligatures, &c. 


Old L'nnen and othet 
Implements. 


Surgeoii. 
Mate. 


■iinpucaing 
r^itruments. 
Trepanning,<io. 
Iqcifion knivcf. 
Pocket laftru- 
ments. 

Bullet Forceps. 
Croolted needles 
Strait do. 
Pins. 


Simple Roliersi. 

D. ublc do. 

Foliated ban- 

■iiges. 

Splints. 

Tourniquets. 

Ligatures. 

Taje. 

|Thread. 


(^ai.i () 0: oiu Lionen 
or weight of Rags. 
Weight or Quantity 
af Lint, 
Tow, &c. 
Spunge. 

(Place to be figncd by 
the Surgeon.) 



A S the General Hofpital will not admit of the Hof- 
pital Surgeons and Mates being divided, or detached 
from the places where the General Hofpital is fixed, and ■ 
may require occafional affiftance from the Regimental 
Surgeons, in cafe of many wounded being fent to it, 
> in o^rder that the Hofpital and Regimental Surgeons 
may concur, at this time, to render their mutual ler- 
vices more efFeclual and extenfive, the following regu- 
lations are to be obfeived for the prefent, and till any 
change of circumftances may require an alteration. 

Part of the General Hofpital is now hxed at Long- 
Ifland, for the reception of fick and wounded perious, 
whofe cafes may require it ; which John Warren, 
Efq, Sur.^con in .he General Hofpital, appointc-cl to 
fup riutend and direct, with the '^'ffi^^'-^'^^^ ^^.^^^^^^ 



( 5^ ) 

Hofpltal Mates, and fuch other Regimental Surgeons 
and Mates, belonging to That part of the army ftatipned 
at Long-Ifland, as may be required. In cafe ot evident 
necefficy, arifing from an attempt being made on Fort 
Defiance, (afterwards called Fort Wafhington,) two of 
the Hofpkal Mares, with DocTior M'lienry, now at 
Montreior Ifland, and whom he is to fuperintend and 
direa. are to repair to that poil:, with a proper aflbrt- 
xnent of inftruments and bandages. The remainder of 
the Surgeons and Mates of the General Hofpital, are 
to continue at King's-Collcge, and New- York Hofpital, 
for the reception and care of iuch wounded as are fent 
-to them, from what ever part. It being the duty of the 
Regimental Surgeons and Mates, in cafe of a^ion, in 
the Held, to attend the Corps to which they belongs in 
order to drefs the wounded in butle ; vhey are to take 
poft in the rear of the tioops engaged in action, at the 
diftance of three, four^ or five hundred yards, behind 
fome convenient hill, if at hand, there to drefs the 
wounded, who require to be dreiTed, on or near the 
field of battle. If the Regiment or Corps to which they 
belong, are engaged within a fort, or lines t!:-, own up 
for defence, that fort or place of defence, is tiien ilic 
proper ftation for the Regimental Surgeons : But as a 
Regiment may be divided, and diftributed into different 
pofts, (o as to render it impradicable for the Regiment- 
al Surgeon and Mate, belonging to that Regiment, to 
be near feme parts of their Corps, it is necelTary that, 
an account of tlie numbe» of Surgeons and Mates, in 
any Biigade, or any d'vifion of the army, that occupies 
one or more detached p.*t, betaken, and delivered to 
the Commanding Officrr of faid pofts or divifion. It 
is to be confitlcied as the dury of each Regimental Sur- 
geon and Mate refpt (Hiively, wherever ftationed, to re- 
gard himfelf, as having a joint charge of the whole Bri- 
gade, with the reft of rhc Surgeons of that Brigade, 
rather than as if his caie was to be confined oidy to 
thcfe officers and foldiers who are of the Regiment to 

whicli 
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which he belongs. It muft unavoidably happen, at 
times, that both officers and foldiers may be wounded 
in ai^ion, and their particular Surgeons be elfewhere 
employed, fo as not to be able to attend them. The 
amputation of a limb, or performance of any capital 
operation, cannot well take place in the heat of a brilk 
adion : It is feldom poffible, or requifite. What the 
Surgeon has chiefly to attend to, iu cafes of perfons be- 
ing much wounded in the field of battle, is to Hop any 
flux of blood, either by tourniquet, ligature, lint and 
comprefs, or a fuitable bandage, as the cafe may require 5 
to remove any extraneous body from the wound ; to re- 
duce fra(5lured bones 5 to apply proper dreffings to 
wounds 5 taking care on the one hand, not to bind up 
the parts too tightly, fo as to iojure the blood's ci^icu- 
lation, increafe inflammation, and excite a fever ; oc 
fo loofely, as to endanger the wounds bleeding afrelh, 
or to ailoviT broken bones, after they are properly fet, to 
be again difplaced. The wounded being thus drefled 
by the Regimental Surgeons, are next to be removed to* 
the nearell Hol'pital belonging to the Brigade, or to the 
General Hofpital, as may be moft convenient. 

As the General Hofpital may at times, be fully croud- 
ed'wiih fick perfons, or in the time of aflion, fo many 
wounded may be fent there,, as to require a greater 
number of hands, than that part of the General Hofpi- 
tal, where many of the wounded are fent, is furnifhed 
with, it may be abfolutely neceffary for the fuperintend- 
ing Surgeon, befides the proportion allowed him, fromt 
the General Hofpital, to call for the affiftance of, a num- 
ber ot Surgeons and Mates, from the Brigade, divifion 
or part of the army where he is, either before an en- 
gagement, or, when the number of wounded pcrfong 
fent to him becomes very great, making fuch affiftance 
needful. For this parpofe, he is to apply to the Com- 
mander of that Brigade, or part of the army, who is 
hereby ordered to fend him as many Regimental Snr- 
H geons 
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georts and M^es., for that purpofs, a^s are required, and 
can be fpaied from iheir pofts. 

To prevent confufion, and tliat the Regimental Sur- 
geons may know the better what part of duty is expir- 
ed from them, fome one, at leaft, of the Surgeons, ef- 
pecially thofe fixed at out polls, are dirr.dled, as foon as 
poffible, to call upon and arrange matters, in time, with 
the Hofpital Surgeons neareft at hand, in behalf of the 
Brigade, or Corps a<n;ing together, that no diforder may 
arife, in time of action, for want of To neceflary a pre- 
caMtion. The Regimental Surgesns ought to call on the 
officers of the Corps to which they belong, to fettle with 
them, what perfons are to be employed in carrying off 
the wounded, and for a fupply of wheel-barrows, or 
other more convenient biers, for conveying them from 
the field of battle, to the place appointed for reception 
of the wounded, or General Hofpital. Each Regiment- 
al Surgeon and Mate ought to have a portable box, with 
fuitable divifions for containing his lint, bandages, in- 
ftrumcnts, and other implements of Surgery, which 
ought to be well provided with every ncceffary. 

In applying a common tourniquet to ftop the floW of 
blood, from any principal artery in a limb, till it can be 
orhcrwife properly fecurcd, care mufl be taken not to 
twift it too tightly abnut the limb ; and to prevent the 
tourniquet from flipping, fo as to endanger a frelh lofs 
of blood, it muft b(. faftened with a ligature of thread 
or tape. 

JOHN MORGAN, Direaor-Gencral. 



I N confequence of the foregoing plan and orders, 
fome reports were made, although they came in but 
flovvly. Near a fortnight pafled over, before I received 
them irom more than fifteen Regimental Swrgeons : It 
is to be afcribed, if not to that backwardneis wh ch the 
Regimental Surgeons ever ihewed to con>plying with 

General 
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General Orders, perhaps, to a confclous fliame of being 
entirely deftitute of any necelTary articles, but what 
they had been previoufly indulged to draw from the 
General Hofpital : Some of them, whom I afterwards 
met, and inquired into the caufe of their neglect, con- 
fefled this to be the truth. As my intention in deliring 
thofii reports to be made to me, was, to lay them be- 
fore the General and Congrefs, with remarks on their 
infufficiency, that the Medical Committee might be in- 
cited to ufe more diligence, than heretofore, to fall on 
fome meafures for fupplying the Regimental Surgeons, 
with every neccirary to qualify them for greater ufeful- 
nefs in their ftation. I drew up, from the leparat;e re*- 
ports delivered to me, one general return ot the flate 
of the abovementioned fifteen Regiments. All the in- 
ftruments were reported to be private property, and 
amounted to fix fets of amputating inflrumeivts, two of 
trepanning ditto, fifteen cafes of pocket inflruments, 
feventy-five crooked, and fix ftraic needles. Amongft 
the whole fifteen Surgeons, there were only four fcaip- 
els or inciiioii knives, for dilating of wounds, or any 
other purpofe three pair of forceps, for extracting 
bullets ; half a paper and feventy pins ; and but few 
bandages, ligatures or tourniquets, and as little old lin- 
nen, lint or tow, but what they had procured from the 
General Hofpital ; and on- y two ouaces of fpunge in 
all. Amazing deficiency for fifteen Surgeons, and as 
many Mates ! 

Upon inquiry how they could think of marching with 
their Regiments, without providing, at leafl, old linnen 
for dreflings or of joining the army, without the ne- 
cefTary inftruinents, as, if ever they refleCled at 11, they 
mufl be fenfible of the impropriety of ib doing, and of 
its being much eafier for each man, to procure thofe ar- 
ticles, within the fphere of his acquaintance, connex- 
ions or neighbourhood, than to obtain them in an ar- 
- my, in general, deftitute of neccfTary fupplies, of what 
was not to be procured in America, but with great dif- 
ficulty. 
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ficulty. Their conftant anfwer was, whenever they 
applied to their fuperior officers for thofe things, ihty 
were always told, they would be furniflied with eyciy 
thing they wanted, fo foon as they ftionld have joined 
the army. Upon being informed that I hsd only a iuf- 
ficiency of thofe articles for the ufe of the General 
Hospital, and that I would by no means unfurnifh it, 
to fupply them, tbey appeared quite confounded, and 
exprefled great uneafinels, at having no proper eftab- 
lifliment ; and faid, they knew not how, or where to 
obtain the nectfTary articles, to be any ways ufeful in 
the army, if 1 did not affifl: them. 

As I was not ignorant of the many inconveniencies, 
under which they had hitherto laboured, from a want 
of attention in the Congrefs to relieve, or place them 
on a better footing, and as I fek for their diftrefs, 1 af- 
fured them of my readinefs to afliftthem, all ii my 
power, confiftently with my proper duty, and the or- 
ders 1 had, or fhould receive from Congrefs. I advifed 
them to meet in a body ; to converfe on the matter 
with each other ; and then chufe one or more Deputies, 
from eachBjigade, to ftate their helplefs fituation, and 
pray for relief ; in which I was willing to fccond their 
application, with all the influence of which I was 
jnafter. 

As they complained much of not being allowed pro- 
per Regimental Hofpitals, and, as J had, in oppofition 
»o what alv/ays appeared to me to be the fentiments, 
both of the Congrefs and General, ever unifoimly 
given it as my opinion, that Regimental "Sihrgeons and 
Eegimental Hofpitals, under proper regulations, and 
due fubordination to the General Hofpital, might be ve- 
37 ufeful, I took that matter under my confideration. 
I likewife drev/up a raemorial,and propofals,to be fhewn 
to the General, for his approbation and concurrence, 
to be laid before Congrefs. At the fame time, I penned 
for the ufe of the Regimental Surgeons, a form, and 
direaions for keeping a proper regifter of the ficfc, and 
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for making every kind of neceffary retuirs of lick, 

provifions, &c. alfo tables of the various kinds of diet^ 
ufed in the General Hofpiial, as an example for them- 
felves, to copy after, under the heads of full diet, half 
diet, low diet, milk diet and fever diet, -with the me- 
thod of calculating the differences' betwixt thefe, and the 
amount of tht well rations •, to enable them to draw the 
value of the difterence, whether in cafli or refrefli- 
ments, but for the ufe of the fjck only : And I flicwed 
them a lift of what infttuments, bandages, ligatures, 
lint, tow, old i'innen and other articles, I efteemed ne- 
ceffat y for a Regiment j which I fhall fubjoin to the 
fubrtance of the memorial and petition to Congrefs, 
and the propofals I had Iketched out for their con- 
fideration. 

At the firft meeting I had with them,by appointment, 
to confer cn ihefe feveral particulars, before I produced 
the pipits referred to, 1 addreffed them in thefe words, 
which 1 had written, and of which I kept the original. 



ADDRESS TO THE SURGEONS. 
Gentlemen, 

I HAVE, with all the care and attention in my pow- 
er, taken into confideration, the ftate cf the Regi- 
mental Surgeons, with a view to getting them provided 
with Regimental Hofpitals, and pointing cut the means 
for their being, in future, fupplied with the ufual requi- 
fites, for the more eafy, more regular, and raore extcn- 
five difcharge of the duties annexed to their ftation. 
To anfwer this end, I havx confidered what is wuhin 
our power, as matters now ftand, and what we are to 
aim at, for further improvement ; and have, by a train 
of reflexions on the lubjeft, been led, in the firft place, 
to propofe certain regulations which appear to me to oe 
both falutary and prafticable, if liiey meet wuh your 

concurrence ; 
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concurrence j for which I fliall fubmlt them to your 
heari-ng and fti iflures, for correftion and amendment. 
If we can agree in them, it will be one ftep gained, and 
may ferve as a foundation, on which to proceed. In 
fmoothing every difficulty that may ftill remain, to- 
wards forming a moreperfecl plan, or model of cecono- 
iny, in the conduiling of Military Hofpitals, and pio- 
viding for the fick and wounded. 

The next ftep which I apprehend we have to take, is 
to apply to Congrefs for an immediate fupply of chi- 
rurgical inftrumcnts and bandages, for the Regimental 
Surgeons, and for its approbation of the propofed re- 
gulations, as well as that of the Commander in Chief ; 
that thofe regulations may have a proper authority to 
reft upon., for their fanftion and fupport ; and, 3dly, 
to fuggeft fuch others, as may be ftill more ufeful, in 
iuture, fliould the continuance of '^the war make any 
further regulations neceflary. 

Julyy 1776. J. M. 

The MEMORIAL of the 
REGIMENTAL SURGEONS, 
To CONGRESS. 

Sets forth, 'TT' HAT when troops were afTemblcd 
,Jl in hafte, at the firft breaking out of 
the war. Regimental Surgeons were appointed to ac- 
company them, provided with medicine chtfts, from 
the different parts of the country, where they were 
raifcd, at a Colonial expence. — That when it became a 
common caufe of the whole continent, and provifion 
was made, by Congrefs, for the care of the fick and 
wounded of the army, by tUs e(tablifhment of a Gen^- 
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ral HorpltaljWitha Direftor General, four Surgeons and 
twenty Mates, there was no mention of the Regimental 
Surgeons and Mates, nor any provifion made for them, 
either of medicines, inftruments, or other neceflaries ; 
yet they were kept in pay. — That, in this fiiuation, al- 
though it might be prefumea the Hofpital Surgeons 
and Mates, appointed to take care of the fick and 
wounded, were Icarccly fufficient to attend fo great a 
number of patients as an unheahhy feafon, or an adtlve 
campaign might produce ; yet the Regimental Svirgeons 
and Mates, for want of a luitable provifion, muft, in 
their prefent fituation, be very ufelefs j although they 
were fo much more numerous than the Hofpital Sur- 
geons and Mates, and always profefied an ardent de- 
fire of being properly employed, and of anfwering the 
defign of their appointment. — That not knowing where 
elfe to look for relief, they had applied to the Direftor- 
General, who alTured them of his inclination to ferve 
them J but having no orders to iflue out fiipplies to 
them, and it being unufual for Regimental Surgeons to 
depend upon the General Hofpital for all they wanted, 
he had advifed them to make application to the Com- 
mander in Chief, or Congrefs, for eftablifiiing a proper 
method to obtain fupplics, promifing to fecond their 
applications, with the warmefl: reprefentations from 
himfelf — That it^was with his advice, the prefent me- 
morial was drawn up, to lay before Congrefs. — That he 
had given them feveral meetings, and a fet of propofals 
were agreed upon, as regulations, provided they inet 
with the approbation of Congrefs, which were inclcfcd 
fo,r confideration ; prayi g for fuch relief on -he pre- 
mifles, as to the wifdom of Congrefs fliould feem 
meet. 



REGUL ATIONS 
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REGULATIONS propofcd by the 
Diredlor-General of the Hofpital j and 
agreed upon with the Regimental Sur- 
geons, to be laid before Congress for 
TKF.iR Determination upon them. 

1 ft. '"p H A T the Regimental Surg'-ons apply to the 
Qnarter-Mafter-Gcneral^and obtain from him, 
or the Barrack-Mafter, by an order from him, fome 
proper quarters convenient for the (ituation of each 
Brigade, by the name of Regimental or Brigade Hof- 
pitals. 

2d, That the faid Hofpitals be furnifhed from the 
Qi_iarter-Mafter General's department, with neceflary 
utenfils and Hofpital furniture, according to a lift of 
enumerated particulars. 

3d. That the Regimental Surgeons be fupplicd, in 
future, by Continental Druggifts, with medicines, in- 
ftruments and old linnen fur bandages, and neceflary 
dreffings. 

4th. That they fhall report to the i)ire£lor-GeneraI, 
or Surgeons of the General Hofpital, all fuch fick pa- 
tients of their Regiments, who are proper obje£ls ; 
making ufe of every poffibie precaution, to guard againft 
crowding the Hofpital with putrid cafes, that require 
frefh air for recovery of the fick, leaft hofpital, ma- 
lignant, or peftiiential difeafes be excited, to the great 
devaftation and ruin of the army. 

5th. That they fhall keep an exa<fl regifter of the 
?lck, in which they fhall enter the nanles of the pa- 
i^nts. the companies to which' they belong, the difo.r- 
?'^". s they labour under, the times of their admiflion, or 
' eing confidered as unfit for duty ; with the times and 
vent of their difeafes, of recovery, deatli, or dif- 

6th'. That thev make proper reports, extradVed from 

faid 



( 65 ) 



fald regifter, to accompany every perfon they rcccm* 
mend to the General hol'pital, wich an account of ihc 
parients cafe, and previous treatment, and what cloaih- 
ing is lent with each patient, certified by the Surgeon or 
!Mate, and figned alio by a comraiflioned officer. 

7. That they make daily i-eturns to theQjjarter-Mafter 
or Adjutant ot the regiment ; of the fick belonging to 
that regiment, who are unfit for duty, whether remain- 
ing under their own care, or font to the General hofpi- 
tal, that no foldiers may be exempted from duty, as fick 
men, that are not borne on the Dodor's lift •, and that 
no rations be drawn for them, amongft the cfi^e(Stive 
men, whilft they are drawn for with the fick, whether 
in the General or regimental hofpitals. 

S. That they make weekly returns of the fick from 
their rcgifl:ers, both in the General hofpital, and regi- 
mental, or brigade hofpitals, as well to the DireOor- 
General, as to the Commandant of the regiment or bri- 
gade, that a true Hate of the fick of the whole army 
may be made out, to lay before the Commander ia 
chief, and to be tranfmitted to Congrefs, weekly. 

g. That agreeable to the fick lift returned to theDire^lor 
General, the regimental Surgeons be intitled to draw 
from, the General hofpital, for the fick remaining un- 
der their care, any articles they may chtife, agreeable to 
the various diet tables made ufeof for the patients of the 
General holpital ; and whatever^ other ftorcs or re- 
frcfhments ihey chufe, with which the General hofpital 
is fupplied, to the full amount of their rations. If they 
( require more from the General hofpital, the fick are to 
be fent to the General hofpital 

10. That the Colonels of regiments be allowed to draw 
monies for defraying any extraordinary or incidental 
charges of regimental hofpitals, and for fuch articles as 
are not to be got in the ftore of the General hofpital, 
nor in theconiniifi/arial or Quarter-Mafter's departmenr, 
and an account of the dilburfements to be fettled, with 
the weekly or monthly abftracl: of the regiment. 
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I r . That the ftate of the feverat regimental or brigade 
hofpitals, of the fick, and of the medicine chcft's, be fub- 
jedto examination, from lime to time, of the Director- 
General, or fuch hofpital Surgeons as he fliall appoint 
to that duty. 

1 2 That in all things, not particularly afcertainedin thefe 
regulations, the ulage of the Britifli and other armies 
be followed, till otherwife directed, as far as is confiftent 
with the good of the fervice. 

THE foregoing,as nearly as I can recolleft.Is the fub- 
ftance ot the memorial and propofals agreed upon. I 
remember the import well. If it differs materially, it is 
in the power of the regimental Surgeons to flieiv the 
ditFerence, by printing the orginial papers. I gave my 
drafts thereof to them, which they confidered, and pro- 
pofed fome alterations, that I convinced them could 
not be adopted. They acquiefced in the reafons I gave. 
I then made ibmefmall emendations in the copies, which,, 
with the alterations and interlineations in my own hand 
writing, are ftill in polTeffion of Doctor Story, late Sur- 
geon of Coionel Little's regiment ; one of thofe who 
were prefent at the conference. It is not long lincc I 
called on him for a copy of both the memorial and 
propofals. He promifed to let me have them ; but af- 
terwards, being void of honour, brok'e his word, 
for which he would affign no other reafon, than that he 
did not know what ufe I fhould make of them to his 
difadvantage, though I told him, before my defign of 
publiflaing them, and that I wiflied to have the original 
papers before me, or exail: copies of them, that I might 
not be charged with any mifreprefentation to the pub- 
lick ; whicli, by communicating them to me, it was in 
his power to prevent. But this is not the only inftance 
of mcannefs, joined with infolence of behaviour, 
w'lich I have had occafion to publifh to the world, 
and which I have yet to produce, to delineate the cha- 
rnfter of this {hamelcfs man. 

Letter 
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LETTER SECOND. 

New- York, July, i']']6. 
To Messieurs 

SAMUEL ADAMS, Efqiiire, 

' And the reft of the Medical Committee of Congrefs. 
G E N r L E M E N, 

HAVING put the General hofpital on a gco.i 
footing at New-York, and provided it with a 
pretty confiderablt ftock of what it rfiay ftand in need 
of (us a general hofpital) I have thought it my duty to 
turn my attention to the regimental burgeons. Their 
fitu ition, ever fince I have been in the army, has been 
luch as to require a great deal of regulatioE. 

If I wei e to confine m;;felf to the true and proper 
bulinefs of Director General of the hofpital, I Ihould 
have very little concerns with them as regimental Sur- 
geons, according to the plan of the Britifh eftablifhment. 
It would be principally confined to the receiving fuch 
fick froin them, into the General hofpitrfl, as they cou-ld 
not take care of themfelves j to alTift in the examination 
of fuch as offered ihemfelves candidates for the places of 
Surgeons andMatcsj and to give orders to them to fnp- 
ply ihemfelves with proper iiiedicinal chefts, for each 
regiment, and all the inftrnments and implements necef- 
fary for them to be provided with, and fee it done. 
The making piovifion of diofe articles fhould depend 
on theiiifelvcs j but ihey ought to be fupplied with the 
means, whether by an allov/ance of money adequate to 
the provifion, or by a floppage from the mens pay, 

I found them, upon enquiry, deftitute of every arti- 
cle, Avbether of medicines, inftruments, bandages or 
other implements of furgery ; and not knowing where 
to provide what was neeefTary, or who to look to foe 
affiftance. Witj^ 
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With .1 viewto promote the ferv'ice all that lay in my 
power, I have attempted to bi ing them together, to exa- 
mine into the ftate of their wants ; to point our what 
they ought to be furnifhed with •, to diredl them where 
to look for fuppiies ; and to bring them under fomc 
proper regulations. 

To anfwer thefc feveral purpofes, I began, by rcqueft- 
ing the General to ifTue out Orders for each Sii! gron, 
to make a return of what medicines he had ©5 hand.- 
To my forrow, J muft fay it, excepting two or thiee 
PtCgiinents, the ftock of all the Regiments at Cam- 
bridge put together, would fcarcely have made one 
goodcheft I procured all I could get atBofton, and have, 
£rom thence, and from fome purrhafcs of fhops at Sa- 
lem, and fome articles J got at Newport, Norwich and 
New-York, furnifhed Regimental chefts to all the Re- 
gimental Surgeons, who ha-ve hitherto applied, to the 
amount of near twenty ; and am ftill furnifhing all the 
new regiments that daily come ini 

la the next place, I fketched out a plan of conduct, 
for the Surgeons of Regiments in cafe of aftion, of 
which the General approved, and gave out in orders, 
that they fliould attend, and take directions from 
ine, on that head *. At the fame time, I defired a re- 
port to be delivered in, of their Surgeons inftruments, 
and bandages fit for tife, agreeable to a form given them 
for the purpofe. Fifteen Regimental Surgeons made 
their returns accordingly ; from which I have drawn 
np one general return, to fhev/ the amount : I fuppofe 
them to be, at leaff, as well provided as any others, 
that have negle£led to pay due attention to the oroler ; 
and do find, that the Regime pJs now coming in have 
Surgeons and Mates, but not one article of medicine, 
or any thing in the way of Surgery, but all depend on 
jne for fuppiies. 

I have flcetched out, what in my opinion, every Re- 
giment ought to be fupplied with, in the way of inftru- 

ments. 

f See that plan and orders of July 3d, P»ge 54. 
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ments. By comparing this fketch.with the returns made 
for fifteen Regiments, the grecit want of every thing 
eflential to thctin, as Surgeons, will be evident. 

To make amends for thtirdefeft, lam well off in the 
Gen. Hofpiral,except in a few particulars. I have provided 
10,000 bandages, have fome hundred old fheets, and 
a ftock of medicines (iho' unafforted ; ) I have of capi- 
tal inftruments nearly enough for Hofpital ufe. But, 
in the mean time, what is to become of the Regimental 
Surgeons ? Should I divide my flores amongft them, 
they would be diffipated, and ourfelves left deftitute. To 
obferve a medium. I have ordered to be iffued from 
the General Hofpital ftorcs, 60 bandages, 2 flicets, 4 
tourniquets, a quantity of lint and tow, and a cheft of 
medicines, out of what I have collefVed with the af- 
fiftance of the Hofpital Surgeons and Mates, who bare 
no proportion, in r.umber,to the Regimental Surgeons 
and Mares, ^here being, perhaps, 40 Regiments here,) 
refei'ving the reft to fupply that particular part of 
the army which may ftand in moft need : But of inftru- 
ments, I have none to fpaj e, and I begin to waat fome 
capital medicines. — Moreover, fymptoms of a putrid 
fever begin to appear. 

•In this fituation, I have called many of the R.cgi- 
mental Surgeons together ; have had a conference with 
them ; defired a deputation from each Brigade ; have 
given them apian of regulations for Regimental Hof- 
pitals, and a form of a memorial, or reprcfentation to 
Congrefs. They all look to me, for fuppUes of every 
thing they want : I have no authority for that purpofe. 
It is contrary to my judgment t© fupply them with all 
they want. To prove this, I refer you to all who 
know anv thing of the matter. I refer you to Dr. 
Bafs, in Philadelphia, who knows thele matters as well 
as any man : I refer you to a copy of a letter, on this 
fubjea, from a man of experience, which I endoie 
I n-iuft not, I durft not tranrgrefs ordeis, of exceed mj 

line 

» fefi' the next letter. 
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line of duty more than difobey, or go contrary to them. 
It is the Tame thing. I call for orders. I ihall Ihrink 
from no fatigue : Say what is my duty* and to the beft 
of my power, I will obey : But leave me not without 
orders. Every General, every Colonel of a Regiment, 
every furgeoa in the army think I have full power, 
and ample inftrudlions, and know not where to app'y 
for the relief of their men, if fick or wounded, and 
needing uncommon fupplies, if I cannot afford them. 
It is a cruel fituation. My errand to Philadelphia was 
to reprefent thefe things j to fettle the channels of fup- 
ply to obtain fufiicient means, or authority fufiicient 
to procure them. I am bound to a fpot : Scarcely 
could I obtain permiffion to leave this place, for a 
few days, to come to Philadelphia, and lay thefe matttrs 
before you. 

Again, I am prefled on the fide of Canada. I have 
wrote prefiingly oh this fubjedt. 1 have fent you a let- 
ter from Dr. Potts He lays, there arc 3000 fick, 
coming to Albany. I have not received the leaft an- 
fwer, or inftrudtion from Congrefs ; nor can I give any 
affiftance to that part of the army, without orders or 
power. Let them give me orders, whether limited or 
ample, they (hall be obeyed. I will anfwer for my 
condudb. But do not make me nominal Gen. Dirtdl- 
or, and leave me, at the fame time, a deftitute, a help- 
lefs one. I have requf-ft-ed my proportion of the medi- 
cines in the hands oJt Aleflieurs Dclaney and Smith, to' 
be kept farced, untouched, fubjccl to my order : Per- 
haps it is too Lite to repeat the jequeft. 

I will inclwfe this, with a plan obferved by the Bri- 
tifh, in the condudl of their General and Regimental 
Hofpitals ", and papers to illuftrate and fupport what I 
have written (ufficient to compile feme rnlts, or forhi 
fome orders. 1 beg inftvumenis may be fent us, par- 
ticularly amputating ; crooked needles and fpunge. 
The enemy are at hand : The campaign is opening : 
I have doae all my limited power will allow. I hope, 

though 
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though late, almoft too late, yet that It is n6t altcr|e- 
ther lb, either to receive power, inftrudions, or meano 
to regulate the affairs of my department. I have done 
my duty, in giving the nectflary information for what 
is connected with it, and in preparing for the faithful 
dilcharge of my truft. I now reft the matter on your 
determinations, being, with all poffible regard. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft dutiful and obedient Servant, 

JOHN MORGAN. 

Norwalk, February 12, 1777. 

OO I remember to have heard Do£tor MORGAN 
read this letter^ about the motJth of July lajl, \uith fcve- 
ral others on the fuhje^, to Jheiv what he tvas then doings 
*to put the Regimental Surgeons on fame better footing. 

W. EusTis, Suigeon in the Gen. Hofp. 

THE only letter I received from Mr. Adams, is 
dated Auguft 5, in which he fays : •* I have received 
feveral letters from you, which I fliould have fooner 
acknowledged, if I could have found leifure. I took, 
however, the neccflary fteps, to have what you re- 
quelledj effec^led in Congrefs." 

THE letter from i gentleman , originally confuhed 
by Congrefs, on the eftabliflimcnt of the General Hof- 
pital, mentioned in the note, page 69 ; being the fame 
with that to which I referred General W A S H - 
I N G T O N> in my memorial page 6, is as follows ; 



To 
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to Doctor JOHN MORGAN, 

Director-General of the Continental Hofpitah^ 
At CAMBRIDGE, &c. 

Philadelphia^ February 24, I77<5. 

SIR, 

LAST week, 1 received yours, of the ift inft. 
The Regimental Surgeons were never allowed 
medicines from the Hofpitai, unlefs their own happen- 
ed to be expended, from being long encamped in a 
part of the country, where none could poffibly be 
got : And to prevent their being out of medicines, as 
Hiuch as pofEble, previous to thsir taking the field, their 
medicine chefts were always examined, by order of the 
Commander in Chief, by the officers of the Hofpital \ 
to fee they were provided with their proper (lores for 
the fervicc they were going upon, and a report was 
made to the Commander in Chief, accor c''!igly. 

When it was found proper to deliver ihcm mtdicincs, 
they were no more than might ferve them till they went 
into quarters, or could be fupplied from any neighbour- 
ing place. As TO ANY OTHER STORES, I ncver 
knew them once thought of, ordeniandcd. 

Every Regiment had an Hofpital to itfelf, for flight 
cafes, which the Surgeon and his Mates took care of ; 
the charges of which were always defrayed by the Re- 
giment. 

The medicinal and chlrurgical ftores for the Hofpi- 
tal were, for every campaign, fixed and ordered, the 
preceeding winter, by the Phyficians, Apothecaries and 
Surgeons, in a joint confultation. 

To give you our long lifts of medicines, &c. [ " on 
any expedition laji luar, as you requefi,'* J would avail 
you little at pr^fent, as many of the articles are not to 

be 
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be had; nay, lam certain, one half of them might, 
at any time, be left out : When you come to town, you 
flialf fee them ; They are too long for a letter. 

We always made our own bandages, fplints, tourni- 
quets, &c. from old linnen, leather, Sec. we feat out 
on purpofe. We had never lefs than five hundred old 
fhcets, and two or three hundred Ikins came ©ut at 
once, which the Hofpital Mates made into the different 
kinds of bandages, &c. in common ufe. 

General Gates can inform you, that the eftimates I 
gave in for the Hofpitalj including the pay of the offi- 
cers, were ten thoufand pounds for the firft fix months, 
for ten thoufand men, and in the fame proportion for 
a larger number. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moil humble Servant, Sec. 

The follov/ing is a report of what inflrii- 
ments, bandages, iigatuies, tow, &c. a 
Regimental Sur geoji and Mate ought to 
have in readlnefs, for fervice, in cale of 
a<flion, for a Regiment, confifling of a 
thoufand men ; and fo in proportion. 



Inftrumcntj for Surgeon 
and Mate. 




Linnen, &:. 


A fee of ampurating Inllru- 
ments, confifting ef at 

A large knife, 

a faw wicli CY/o bladei, 

a c-tiine, 


Of Banda:;?:, Rol- 
ler, &c. of various 
kinds, at leafc 300- 
One or two dozen fets 

of fpiints, 
i dfzea ccmmorj tcuT- 

K 


Six pair or cid " 
(hfett, or rags eqai- 
valenr, for coiripicfF- 
es, &c. 

Linf, a or 3 pounds aS 

12 crooked 
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n crooked need'ej, and 
a fcttw tcurnlquet. 
A caft: of 6 inclfion knives, 

2 fets of pocket inftruments, 

4 bullet forciper, 

an artery force |;s, 
2 dcien rtrait needles, 
a pjper of pins, 

a ciUs of lancets. 



3 ounces of thread, foi 
ligatures, 



niquets, 



6 pounds of fine tow, 
I 6 ounces of fpunge* 



a pcice or two of inch 
wide tape. 



1 6 or 1 8 inclies 
fquare of fadier's- 
leather, and a piece 
of fadlet's inch wide 
girting. 



Bandages, tourni- 
quets, fpiints, &c. 
fhouN be made by 
the Surgeon and 
Mate. 



J. M. s. c. 



IN the fame packet, with the foregoing letter to the 
Medical Committee of Congrefs, page 67 I in- 
clofed a variety of papers for their confideration, name- 
ly, copies of the inftrudtions given to the Regimental 
Surgeons July the third, page 54 ; of their intended 
memorial to Congrefs, page 6z j of the regulations 
propsfed and agreed upon with them, for the allow- 
ance of Regimental Hofpitals, page 64 •, of the pre- 
ceeding letter, from a gentleman at Philadelphia, very 
converlant in the fubjeft, to fhew what were the ufagcs 
and cuftoms of the Gensral Hofpi al, in the Britifh fcr- 
vice ; and particularly to declare what kind of ftores, 
and under what circumftanccs, the Regimental Sur- 
geons were allowed to draw from the General Hcfpi- 
.tal in thaf fervice, page 72 ; and of the foregoing re- 
;^ort of inflruments and bandages nccefFary for every 
Regiment, page 73 ; together with copies of the dif- 
^ ferentdiet tables, and other regulations of the General 
Hofpital. Thefe were feverally indorfed and numbered, 
being calculated for the purpofe, and intended to an- 
fwcr the promife I had made his Excellency Ge- 
neral WASHINGTON, in the beginning of my let- 
ter to him, of March, page 32 ; by explaining the na- 
ture, both of the General and Regimental Hofpitals ; 

pointing 
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pointing put the ufes and proper goTcrnmcnt of esch. i 
their feparate and diftinft defigns ; the means of fiap- 
plying the Regimental, and rendering them more ule- 
tul, by placing them in a due fubordination to the Ge- 
neral, Hofpitals. I did not doubt the works being ac- 
ceptable, both to the General and the Congrefs, as it 
might be fuppofed, they were not much verled them- 
ftlves, in thefe matters ; with which, however, it wa$ 
neceffary tor the good of the fervice, they fhould be 
acquainted. 

i o underftand the better what were the ufes of the 
copies of the different diet tables, and of other^ regu- 
lations of the General Hofpital, which accompanied my 
letter to the Medical Committee of Congrefs ; and to 
demonftrate, at the fame time, what pains I was at, to 
introduce method and exaftnefs in'.o every branch of 
the department entrufted to my care, as I have omitted 
to mention the particulars before, it will be very proper 
to take notice, in this place, of the fteps 1 had taken 
for that purpofe, when at Cambridge. 

So (bon after my arrival in the army as to have been, 
able to take a review of the ftate, in which the General 
Ho'pitai then was, I appointed a meeting of the Hof- 
pital Sui-geons, to take under confzderation the proper 
Heps to be purfued for the better government of the 
HJipital. I, therefore, in the firlf place, lliewed them 
mycommiffion, with the inftrudions from Congrefs 
for the eftablifliment of the General Hofpital ; I ex- 
plained to them my idea, of the duties of the ftveral 
officers, and gave them a form of the various returns 
which I expected to be made, on (he various occafions 
of the Hofpital. I laid before them the different diet 
tables that were in ufe, in the General Hofpital of the 
Britifli army, laft war, as well as thole in \hc different 
Hofpitals of London and Weftminfter, with all the re- 
gulations obferved, in each diftinc'l part and office, for 
the government of St. Thomas's Hofpital, which I had 
vuocuied at the time I was pupil there, under the cde- 
' brated 
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ferated Phyficians, Mllncr, Akenfide and Ruflell, and 
brought with me to the army. 

With thefe regulations before us, compared with the 
nature and difeales of the climate, and thofe incident 
to an army, with the provifions of the country, and 
xnanner of living, as well as the nature of our cftablifh- 
nient, feveral fets of lules were drawn wp for the bet- 
ter regulating of our own ilofpitals, and particularly 
for jifccrtaining, and enforcing the duties of the Sur- 
geon?, the Mates, the ^Apothecaries, the Stewarts, the 
Matron and Nurfes, the Waiters and Attendants ; and 
alfo rules for the oblei vance of the Patients. It would 
protrasSl this piece, to too great a length, were I to in- 
dert them hei c : I tlierefore content myfelf, with tnking 
notice, that the perfedling them was a work of time 
and of mature reflexion, which would do no difcrcdit 
to any of the gentlemen that were ccncemed in the 
performance, were I to pubiifli them at large. And I 
Hiuft, to do juftice to this talk enjoined them, which 
WdLS fubmitted to my own coriTdbions, obferve, that it 
was the means of introducing that exadtitudc in duty, 
and that better ceconomy and difcipline into the Ge- 
neral Liofpital, that were wanted; as might be haturaliy 
cxpefted ; by mcans-of whi.h, all the p; oper bufmcls 
of the Hofpital was afterwards conducted with more 
regularity, eafe and farisfaftion to the officers, and 
greater benefit and advantages to the patients ; all which 
v/ere much wanted, in ail the tranfa£tions I have ever 
had with the Regimental Surgeons. 

This I thought a proper employment for a Dirc£lor 
General, and cleferving the attention of the Congicfs 
and Commander in Chief. I therefore dlfpatched them 
to the Geneial, by return of one of his fervants, fent 
to engage me to come to Head-Quarters, for his peru- 
fal .It hi ft, and then to be forwarded to Congrefs; 
hoping he would be pleafed to fecond my letter to Con- 
grefs, with feme reprefentation from himfelf, of the 
^necelGty of adopting thefe, or fomc other regulations 
- to 
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to anfv/er the intention, for vhich thefe papers might 
leive as a proper foundation oa which to proceed. 
They were accompanied with a note to Colonel Reed 
the Adjutant-General, in which I wrote as follows ; 

S I R, 

I imagine the annexed regulations, Sec. for the 
cftablifliment, management and fuppliesof the Regi- 
mental Hofpitals, will be of great uie in the army, and 
tend to remove the frequent complaints of Regimental 
Surgeons, refpedling the want of fome better provi- 
iion for the lick under tiieir care, and enable them to 
difcharge their duty with more ciieakfulness, and 
'ADV ANTAGE to the icrvice. 

They are fubmitted with the Memorial Src to Ccn- 
grcfs, to General Wnfliington's peruiiil, it he has time 
to confider them, for his approbation Jt will appear 
on reading them, that thofe, or fome ftich regulations, 
are much wanted, and cannot take place, uniefs they 
have his fanflion in General Oiders. 

Pei haps you may have fo much leifure as to examine 
the feveral enclo.'ed papers, and comniunicaie the fiib- 
ilance of them to the General, if he is not iufficiently 
difengp.ged to look over them, himfelf. 1 intend, 
agreeeable to your detire, to be at Head-Quarters early, 
to come at two o'clock, that thcie may be fome tirae 
for converling on this fubjcill, before dinner." 

I requefted. that after the Genera! had latisfied him- 
felf in refpeft to the contents of thefe papers, they 
might be forwarded with his difpatchcs to Congrefs. 

WHEN next I had ?.n opportuniiy of fpeaking with 
thf General, and fuppolcd lie miglu have acquainted 
hiir.felf with the purpo' t and efign of thofe papeis, I 
look the liberty of afking his opinion of iliem. He 
iiad been greatly hurried, a? I could perceive by the 
number of applicant? to himftlf, on a vavic-ty of bull- 
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flefs, of different departments. His anfweri therefore, 
was fuch as might be expedted, couched in the follow- 
ing interrogatory : How can you think, I have time 
to read over fuch a bundle of papers ? I told him I 
was fenfible of his fituation, and how precious his time 
ivas ; that the reafon of my troubling him with fo much 
writing, was that he might not be interrupted by long 
confultations, though on the moft necelTary matteisj 
but be able to make himfclf mafler of the fubjcd, 
when moft at leifure to conlider ir, with the means be- 
fore him : I informed him as briefly as poffible, of the 
general contents, and what I had written to the Adju- 
tant General, in whofe abilities he placed great confi- 
dence ; and concluded v;ith a requcft, that if he fhould 
jiot have leifure ftioitly, to read them over himielf, that 
he would refer them to Colonel P».eed, or any other 
perfon he chofe, to eive him an account of them, that 
lome orders might ilTue in confcquence : They related 
to important matters, and nothing could be done in 
them, without his orders, on which he let me know, 
that I fliould hear from him foon, on the bufinefs they 
tvere intended to recommend to his notice. 

I think it was that very day, the refolves of Con- 
grefs, July 17th, came to hand, and were communicated 
to me, of which I obtained a certified copy from the 
Adjut'ant-General, and another, about four days after- 
wards from Colonel Robert H. Harrifon, Secretary to 
the General, which bears date July 26, 1776. 

In the mean time, the Regimental Surgeons, who 
Vcre impatient to know the General's mind, that they ' 
might take their mealuies accordingly, for making a 
perlbnal application to himfelf, which they judged 
would anfwcr as well ;i3 applying to Congrefs ; or for 
forwarding the memorial and petition to Congrefs, as 
might appear moft fuitable, on knowing his mind ; were 
jnade acquainted with the beforementioned refolves. 
Thefe refolves produced a general difguft in the Regi- 
mental Surgeons, as they anticipated, and might pre- 
vent 
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vent the fiaccefs of any application to Cohgrefs at ihat 
time ; and cut them off from all prefent hopes ©f car- 
rying into execution, their favourite fcheme of having 
Regimental Hofpitals under their own management^ 
furnifhed and I'upplied to their wiflics ; and from the 
expeflation of handling public monies. 

The chagrin and bitternefs of fpirit which they ma- 
nifeftcd on this occafion, is inexpreflible j and every 
mean artifice that could be deviled, was carried into 
execution by fome of them, to counteract, and, if pof- 
fible, to evade thofe refolves. They gave proof indeed, 
that, for the infamy of it, deferves to be recorded, to 
what degrees of weaknefs, blindnefs and folly, men 
deftiiute of the principles of honour and honefiy will 
,be tranfported, by a falfe pride, and the difappointment 
of fee ret and ambitious views, when they prefer the 
gratification of their own defires, however unjuft, to 
the intereft of the caufe they are engaged to promote, 
if oppofed to each other. But I fliall dsfer giving the 
p rticulars, till I have firft communicated a letter, v hicli 
with a view to ferve thofe ungratefal men all in my 
power, I wrote to General Wafljington, aad is as fol- 
lows : 

Neiv-Torky July 25, 1776, 
To HIS Excellency 

General WASHINGTON, 
S I R, 

'TP H E Congrefs having cor«i? into a number of re- 
folvcs refpecting the G'iiiera! Hofpital, &c I find 
that one of them, as it now Ifands, gives great uneafi- 
nefs to the Regimental Surgeons. It is that which pro- 
hibits ihem from drawing upon the Hofpital of their 
department for any (lores, except medicines and inflru- 
nunts J and orders, that when ftny fick pcrfon fliall 

require 
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- require other ftoresj they fiiaU be received into the ge- 
neral Hofpital, and the rations of the faid firk peifoni 
be ftepped, io long ns they are in the faid Holpital. 

The Regimental Surgeons Teem to think, if this rc- 
folve Ihould remain as it now itands, without any paMia- 
tive conliiu6lion in favor of lupplying the fick, under 
their care, with iieccffiuy articles of diet, &c. (tor no 
provifion is made by any of thele refolvcs for changing 
the diet of the fick, and their rations would be very 
improper diet ) they have nothin*', left, but immediate- 
ly to order the whole of their fick into the General 
Hofpital. What would be the confequence ? Inftead 
of about three hundred, which is the prefent number 
of the fick in the General Hofpital, it would imme- 
diately amount to two thoufand or upwards, and the 
numbers increafe every day. But where we fhall get 
room for them, is the difHcuky ; and in cafe of an ac- 
tion, and many perforis being wounded, that difficulty 
would increafe : The General flofpital would be crowd- 
ed, and the Regimental Surgeons, who profefs their ar- 
dent defire of being ufefully employed, would complain 
of having nothing to do. Rut what is the woift part 
of it, as the dyfentery> and fevers of a putrid kind now 
prevail ; the crowding fo many together into the Gene- 
ral Hofpifal, would certainly engender a malignant, pefti- 
iential fever, that would threaten the ruin of the army. 

Thefe difficulties, in my opinion, might for the pre- 
fent, be got over in one of thefe two ways, the choice 
of which is left to your Excellency. 

The firft, is by adopting a fet of regulations, drav^^n - 
up and agreed upon, betwixt the Regimental Suigeons 
and myfelf, (if it met with your Excellency's approba- 
tion,) and which I laid before your Excellency, a fort- 
night ago»for your confideration. 

Otherwife, let the Regimental Surgeons be fuffered 
to keep fuch men in their ov/n Regimental Hofpiials, 
under their own care, whofe cafes would endanger the 
fprcading of putrid and infsiliious diflempcrs Let 

them 
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t^hcm be reported to, and born on the lift of patlenti! 
admitted into» the General Horpital,but remain wich the 
Regimental Surgeons, under their care : Then O^tAc 
rations will be Itopped, difcounted with the Conimiira- 
ry-General, and in lieu thereof, they will receive lup- 
plies of fuch articles, as the General Hofpital can fur- 
nifh ihcm with ; of wine, vinegar, molafies, meal, &c. 
which I believe would not far exceed the amount of 
thofe rations : This would anfwer to a plan I propofed 
to your Excellency laft winter, and which w^as approv- 
ed : Y©ur Excellency only wifhed then, that fomc me- 
thod might be taken to prevent the rations of the fick 
being twice drawn. I apprehend that matter is fully 
guarded againft, by the method pointed out by the 6tlx 
refolve of Congrefs, of July 17, on the fubjedt of the G. 
Hofpital. The firtt method would give the greftteft fa- 
tisfaction.not only to theRtgimentalbui geons.but to the 
officers, and to the men ; and an experiment would be 
made of the real cxpcnce attending Regimental Hofpi- 
tals, and every caufe, or even fliadow of complaint, 
vanifh : It would encourage the foldier in his duty, 
and if it is found, on trial, fubjeft to any abufe, I 
imagine that abufe could be eafily remedied, by future 
regulations, or a ftoppage in the men's pay, at, thetima 
of a new enliftment. 

The prsfent increafc of the fick is a feriotis matter, 
and requires a fpeedy remedy. I regret the calling for 
your Excellency's attention (for ever fo fhort a time)' 
to my department ; but, I flatter myfelf, the importance 
of the fubjeft, and the advantages which may accrue 
to the fervice from it, will evince the necelHty, aiid" 
be a fufficient apology for it. 

I remain, 

Your Excellency's mofl: obedient, 

and very humble Servant, 

JOHN MORGAN. 

I. i^NY 
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ANY man of the leaft knowledge of the world, 
diat refle£l>< ever lb little, will readily own, how difa- 
greeable a piece of bufincCs it muft be, for any pentle- 
man, to break in upon a Commander in Chief, circum- 
ftanced as General WASHINGTON was, with fo 
great a burden of managing an army of undifciplined 
men, in which the nature and extent of the vaiious 
departments were fo unfcttled, and fo few officers 
knew their duty, and therefore teized with nutnberlefs 
applications, which rnuft make him, at times, un- 
avoidably, more difficult of accefs ; and to importune 
him repeatedly on bulinefs, which is fuppofed to be 
already fettled, cither by his own orders, or thole of 
Congrefs, muft be very irkfome. 

After reading the foregoing letter, can there be 
a pcrfon found, who will not allow that I exerted 
myfelf to the very utmoft in favour of the Regiment- 
al Surgeons, to ferve them to the extent of my abi- 
lity ; and after thofe repeated exertions, and fteady 
perfeverance at all times, to promote their reafonable 
wiflies, as far as was confiftent with my duty, even in 
cppoficion to the fentiments of the General and Con- 
grefs, when theirs did not agree with my own fenti- 
ments ; was not the ingratitude and wickcdnefs of thofe 
Regimental Surgeons of the deepeft dye ; becaufelwould 
not facrifite to their importunate craving, the duty of my 
ftation, and the truft; repofed in me, as well as the com- 
mands of my fuperiors to be guilty, »s they were, 
of private cabals and fecret conlpiracies, (of which I 
have lately received full proof,) to injure my cha- 
ra(ftcr, and mifreprefent my condudl, with a view, 
if ppffible, to ruin me, for ever, in the public 
efteem ? 

THAT none may imagine I wifhed to reduce the 
Regimental Surgeons to any improper -dependence on 
myfelf, which might be affigned as a reafon for their 
oppoCtion to me, i think fit to declare, that I never 

fought 
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fought for any authority over them, inconfiftent with 
their true intereft, or upon any occafion, that J was 
not compelled to affume On the contrary, I declined 
thole occafions that frequently offered, of making them 
more dependent upon me, than I knew would be agreea ■ 
ble to themfelves, ever lince they had lakrn exceptions 
to the General's public order at Cambridge, that no 
RegiKiental Surgeons fhouid receive commiffions in 
the army to be raife -ijfor the time to come, till they had 
Aibmitted to fuch examination of their abilities, as I 
thought neceffliry ; and had found means lo evade it, 
by prevailing with their Colonels, wjio .{I have been 
informed) had blank commiflions by them, to fill theni 
up with the names of the former Surgeons, without 
any regard to that order. Yet if I had ever made any 
reprefentation of this matter to the General, I an\ con- 
vin-red, he would not have lutFered his own orders to 
have been dilpenfed with, in fo extraordinary a man- 
ner. So far was he from defiring to enlarge their pow- 
ers, or to leflen my authority, that he was pleafed to 
propofe it to me, himfelf, in one of the laft confer- 
ences, I had with him, on the fubjecl of regulating 
the Regimental Surgeons, in order to make them more 
abfolxuelj dependent upon me, that they fliould receive 
warrants at my hands only, for afVing in that ftation. 
This propofal I declined, on purpofe to avoid the envy 
that would attend fo much power, and the confequcnt 
milconftruiflions that, I was confident, wo ild be paffed 
on the moft perf^^ft and upright ufe, that any man, in 
my poft, could make of it. I was defirous to avoid 
giving room for jealoufies to a fet of men, of fuch tur- 
bulent aad refraftory tempers, as I difcovered feme of 
them to be, and of which I experienced the ill effefts 
in the inflances 1 have already, and am further to re- 
late, of Mr. Story. 

He once called upon me, on bufincfs of Colonel 
Little's Regiment, foon after my arrival from Cam- 

ia 
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tndge to New-York, when I had not yet laid afidc all 
Jhoughts of finifliing the talk began at Cambridge, on 
she genera s order, to examine the Regimental bur- 
geons, with a view to conliim thofe who were qualified 
i:or the office, and to report fuch as were deficient in 
education, or abilities. . He liad been previoufly re- 
prcfenti;d to me, as a mere firebrand ; and as one that 
>vas not thought to be properly qualified for a Sur- 
geon's place ; whether juflly, or not, I fliall not pre* 
jfume 'o fay, ;is I nevf-r proceeded to any examination 
of his abilities. I aflied him whether he a6ttd as Sur- 
geon to that Regiment : He told me that he did. On 
reminding him of the General's order, for examining , 
ihe Regimental Surgeons, he behaved in a very info- 
lent, and impertinent manner,giving me to know, " that 
he had his commifiion already no thanks to me, which 
was as Viilid, and of as good authority as my own, and 
that, truiy, he never would fubmit to any examination 
of mine " ■ - ^ , 
Had I been difpofed to treat him, as he merited o« 
that occafion, I imagine he would have found that I 
could cafily have obliged him to it, or to quit the fer^ 
vice : But peace was my obje<!:t. This made me pafs 
over his^ prelent rudenfls of behavidur ; and encourag- 
ed him ii.; tbofi? fubfequent a£ts of infolence, and dif- 
lionourahlc condudi which,! b5-lieve,took their rile from 
th- above caul'e and if he. was not a'ways at the bot- 
tom, yet he nlways fliewed Limfelf to be one of the 
moft violent ag'iatorsi "and iomcncors of diftwrbances, 
t;iar ) have ever met with. - ; 

! * if I may be allowed to mention, in this place, what I 
rake to b- he tiuf cauies of the malevolence of the Re- 
; ! rcntpl Surgeons againft me ; they were ift, my difal- 
!o\vingrhem tod;awflores, at ple?ifure,from the G.Hof- 
piral ; 2dly. my having recommended it to the General to 
require fome proof of the qualifications of thofe men, who 
won tobeentrufted wuh the lives of the fick and wound- 
ed foldiery, for which many of them were confcious of 

their 
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their being found unequal to the tajfk.,if they were obliged 
to fubmit to the inquiry *, and 3dly, it was n received 
opinion ot theirs, that the refolve of Congrefs, '* that 
the Hofpital Surgeons and ^ates fliould take rank of 
the Regimental Surgeons and Mates," was owing to nr.e. 

Thefe were unpardonable fins, which they were deter- 
mined ncycr to forgive nor forget. Fi om the day thefe lafl 

, refolutions of Congrefs were known, they left no fchemc 
untrycd to injure my charadlcr, and mifreprefent my 
conducfl. Of this I have had the ftrongeft afTurances 
from fome gentlemen, who, fince my difmiffion, and 
not before, have informed me of th^ir having received 
application fr®m thofe men to join them in their cabals 
and confpiracy againil me ; who were ftruck with a- 
ftoniflimcht at the propofal,and from the refpc£l which, 
they were pleafed to fay, they entertained for my cha- 
rafter and conduft, endeavoured to diflwade them from 
their wicked purpofes, and to convince them that I had 

^ fhewn, in a very ftriking manner, my inclination to 
ferve them, in the memorial and propofals I had drawn 
tip for that purpofe, and the letters I had written to 
Congrels and the General, in their favour ; but being 
bound to aft agreetible to 'my orders, it was not in my 
power to fwerve from them. It was the hope of having 
prevailed with them, by thefe remonflrances, to lay 
afide their intentions, and their cealing to importune 
them further on the fubjcft, that inclined them to 
make no mention of this alFair to me, till they after- 
wards learned they had, though fecretly, put their de- 
igns into execution, with a fucccfs that amazed them. 

The afts they purfued to fruftrate the intentions of 
Congrefs, and to force me to a compliance with their 
meafurcs ; were firft, a negleft of reporting the fick 
for admiffion into the General-Hofpital j the next was 
their leaving their proper poftswith their refpeftivePvegi- 
ments.and carrying the fick to a diftance from the array, 
where they fufFered much, and afcribed all the ill cffcfts 
of their mifconduft, to my net receding from the re- 

folutioni 
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folutions of Congrefs : And again, their infufing jca- 

loufies and giouneilefs fulpicions into fuch officcis as 
they could influence by iheir rtpieltntations, and at- 
tempting, by that means, to miflead the General Offi- 
cers and Members of Congrefs, to my prejudice. 
Whatever mil'chances happened to the ficlc h orn their 
own perverfenefs, or ignonince, were laid by them at 
my door, as one fo wedded to his own plan, as not to 
yield to the united voice of all the Regimental Sur- 
geens, to come into their meafures. And, true it is, 
iny perfeverance in what 1 conceived to be my dufy, 
and for the good of the fervice, was unfhaken ; nor 
could any confideraition 'induce me to deviate from the 
commands of my fupei iors ; aUhough, had the Con- 
grefs leert fit to alter tntir refolves, ui fome particu- 
lars, I fliould have thought it would have been for the 
better, as my letters fully prove. 

1 am now led, in the order of events, to lay before 
the public, fome fpecimens of the wickednefs of that fetof 
men, rn counterfeiting, caballing, and endeavouring to 
make impri ffions upon General Officers and others, in 
theiif favour, and to my prejudice. 

And firftj asto their a£lo counterfehing, and paiTing 
what they had counterfeited as a refolve ofv'ongrefs. 

Having already mentioned the chagrin and bitternef? 
of fpirit, which many of them difcovered, on knowing 
the refolves of Congrefs, July 17 j wh ch cut off all 
their immediate hopes to cffe6l their favorite fchc me, of 
having Regimental Hofpitais allowed them, on luch a 
footing, as to enable them to accumulate ftores at 
pleafure, and to give them fome dilpofal of public mo- 
nies ; it is to be remarked, that what compleated their 
chagrin was, the determination of Cengitfs, which 
had before raifed the pay of thcmfelves and Mates, lO 
increafe that of the Hofpital Surgeons and Mates, which 
was always more than theirs, in luch pi ©portion as ihcy 
thought proper ; but what above all things kindicd 
th«ir malice and refentmem was, tkat the Congrefs, in 
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the fame vote, had alfo refolved, that the Hofpital Sur- 
geons and Mates fiieuld take rank of Regimental Sur- 
geons and Mates, as beforementioned, ict page 29. 

Let it be remembered, than, to the perpetual infamy 
of the mean fcandalous fet who were guilty of it, that 
upon my furnifhing them with a copy of thofe re- 
folves, for the information of all the Surgeons in the 
army, they made an alteration in the copy of the eighth 
refolve, by leaving out the particle of, and fubftituting 
the word with in its place, which made an entire 
change of the meaning of that reiblve, into another 
of an oppofite figcification thus foifting in a brat of 
their own begetting, to uiu' p the authority of a vote 
of Congrcfs, they difcovered what their fecret machi- 
nations tended to continually, as if this filly device 
could ferve the purpole of their wifhes, to lower the 
eftimaiion of the General-Hoipital, and raife them- 
felves into imaginary confequtnce. 

After paffing this counterfeit lefolve, and circulat- 
ing it brilkly, two of their champions, the famous 
Doctor Story, and an aflbciate of his, with a view to 
infult the gentlemen of the Holpiial, went about, ex- 
ulting in imaginary triumph, to vent their reproachful 
language againft them, and thereby had nearly accOm- 
pliftied what they were intent upon ; which was, to 
make their fituation fo dilagreeable, notwithftanding 
they never interfered with them, as to induce them ra- 
ther to quit a ftation that was rendered fo irkfome by 
them, rather than be fubjcdt to fuch infolence of con- 
duct. One of thofe geprlemen was Dcftor V/arren, 
■ (hrothei to the deceafed General Warren,) a ger^tie- 
man, who was fo happy, as ro gain the .ei^eem of all 
who knew him, by his undei ftanding. his humaniiy, 
his affable and police behaviour, and ly.s gieat aiTiduity 
and attentio'T to dii'charge the duties of his ftation : 
He was at hat time ailing in the place of a Diredlor of 
the Miiitary Hofpitals at' Long-Ifland, (wheie, among 
Others, Colonel Link's Regiment wxs polled,) uich the 
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title and pay only cif Surgeon in the General Hofpltal, 
in which hs had given great fatisfaftion to General 
Green, and every officer of rank at Long-lfland, who 
always fpoke of him, to me, in high terms of appro- 
bation. On which, it may not be amifs, tranfiently, to 
confider this, as a full proof how lalutary thofe orders 
were, which I had given, for providing for the relief 
and comfortable accommodations of the fick at Long. 
Ifland, as well as the efficacy with which they were car- 
ried into execation, by the wifdom and prudence of 
the officer who managed the Hofpital departncent there, 
by my inftructions, 

Difappointed in theif malicious deflgns, in the firft, 
they defifted not from other, attempts, to perplex the 
officers of the General Holpital ; and till their aims 
were accomplilhed, a party of them determined to 
leave nothing undone, which they could have hopes 
of effe£ling, to produce a prevailing unealinefs ^nd dif- 
eontent in the General Hofpital. 

In confequence of my letter to General Wafliing- 
ton, of July 25th, in favour of the Regimental Sur- 
geons, the Adjutant-Geneial called upon me, by his 
Excellency's command, to confider how far theirs and 
my requeft could be granted, confiftently with the in- 
tention of Congrefs, without fetting afide their re- 
folves. On which, fuch General Orders were ilTued 
out July 28, as I thought would afford them fome fa- 
tisfadlion, if the good of the fervice was what they 
had in view, and not their own private advantage and 
emolument. But I was greatly miftaken in this fup- 
pofiiion : They were allowed Regimental Hofpitals 
under certain reftridlions ; amongft which one was, a 
power given me to fend Hofpital Surgeons to vifit their 
Hofpitals, to prevent crowding them, andkeeping more 
fick on hand, than they could take good care of, who 
were to be judges what patients were proper objcfts for, 
and directed to receive them iato the General Hofpital, 
They clamoured exceedingly, drew up an appli- 
cation 
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cation to the General on that head, which was laid be* 
fore a Council of General Officers ; and fome farther 
points given up to theiiij by a General order of Auguft 
the third. The infolence of a party of the Regiment- 

Surgeons rofe, in proportion, as they were gratified 
in any conceffions m^de to them, by the officers of the 
Hofpiial, for the fake of peace ; who never vifited 
theii- .fick, on that account, but fubmitted to receive 
them, as they faw fit to report, and fend them to the 
General Hofpital, rather than give voom for fuppofing 
they had any contention with the Regimental Surgeons : 
In truth they had not ; unlefs the fire which was kept 
xjp, on one fide only, bj a fadlious part of the Regi- 
ment il Surgeons, could be called a contention, and to 
the keeping up of which, the Hofpital Surgeons only 
contributed by their patience, and fufi:cring for a while, 
for the good of the fervice, thofc men to fport them- 
felves, without interruption, in their unreafonable pur- 
I'uirs, or by oppofing theni only, with gentle xemon- 
ftrances. If this h contention, itis of that fort of which 
Juvenal, in his fatyr, gives a lively defcription, *' 7ibi 
ill ca'cas, eyo vapulo tantinn" or in whi(;h one fide re- 
ceives, and the other gives all the blows. 

At length, the fenfe of what was due to themfelves 
wrought fo far upon the two eldeft of the Hofpital 
Surgeons, Dr. Fpfter and .Dr. Warren, who princi- 
pally experienced the infolence of thofe men ; that, be- 
ing unwilling to endure it further, and equally un- 
willing to be concerned ia any difputes with them, 
thev chofe rather to quit their prefent .ftations : The 
former let me know his intention to leave the fervice ; 
and the latter, in a genteel, manly and f'enfible letter, 
xv.?At known to me his fituation, and the refolutions 
into which this conduft of theirs, had forced hirn : 
He reprefcnted to me, what he had experienced from 
the rude and ungovernable temper of this fet of 
men ; that, not content with the determination of 
CDngre^s and the General orders refpedling them, the^ 
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were ever reftlefs, and ever making new and unautho- 
rized demands, inconliftent with the peace and good 
government ot the General Hofpital ; that they were 
leeking cintinual occafions for difpute and differences; 
and as they found the gentlemen of the Hofipital did 
not chufe, on every occafion, which they knew how 
to call forth for matter of difputationjto ti guble either me 
orthemlelves with frequent references of their difputes, 
they would gradually gain one point after another, till 
all their enus were, at laA an fwe red, in the fubverfion and 
ruin of the General Hofpital In this fituaiion, as 
there were daily expectations of the enemys landing 
at Long-Ifla-nd he flattered himfelf, he could be 
more ufeful in the military, than in the hofpi- 
tal department, thus circumftanced- ; and requefled 
my permiffion, that he might refign his place in the 
General Hofpital, and be allowed to aft as a volun- 
teer, upon the approaching aftion. 

To have been deprived of the affiftance of thofe 
gentlemen, at fo critical a time, whofe places I could 
not hive fupplied, with others of equal experience in 
the conducting of Military Hofpitals, on ^he plan of 
the Congrcfs, would have thrown the department into 
that confufion, which a defignirjg party were bufy to 
excite, in hopes, by fifhing in troubled waters, to de- 
rive thofe advantages to thcmfelves, in the accom- 
plifhmeni whereof, their wiflies Teemed to center. By 
explaining to the gentlemen of the Hofpital, the mif- 
take into which this perverfe condufl: of the party had 
led them, and by fupporting their authority., in a 
proper manner, on every occafion, they were con- 
tented to continue in their ftations. 

The next meafures thofe men chofe to take, as I 
have fince learned, from information that I can depend 
upon, was to intereft fuch officers, over whom they 
had, or could acquire any influence, to make repre- 
fcntations in their behalf, to Members of Congrefs, 

and 
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ind to the General. I have caufe to believe this was 
often done to the former, without my having the leaft 
intelligence of their proceedings : Of courfe, I had it 
not in my power to explain mattdrs, that ought to be 
known, or to obviate objections, however ill founded. 
I muft, in jufLicc to the General, acknowledge, 1 have 
no fuipicion that his lixcelkncy ever (uftcred me to re- 
main long ignorant ot any reprcfentations, that were 
made to impeach uiy conducl. by which I was, in all 
the inftances I knew, enabled to anfwer in my juftifi- 
cation to him, and I hope fat is facto rily. But I cannot 
fay fo of the Congi cfs ; for, fo fa> firom giving me any 
information of any fuch tranfaflion, the Meriibers of 
whom I have made enquiry, carefully evaded it : Of 
which I fhall have occafior. to make more particwlar 
mention, in its proper place. 

The reprcfentations, in favotir of Regimental Sur- 
geons, which were calculated to injure me ; befides 
dv^relli'ng on the diflatisfa«5\ion which the^ Regimental 
Surgeons had infufed into many of their men, on 
groundlefs pretences, and which made fome, who knew 
nothing ot the General Hofphal themfelvts, exprefs 
their diflike againft being fent to it; commonly fee 
forth, that it would be highly prejudicial to the fervice, 
when a new army was to be railed :— that the fick could 
not be comfortably accommodated in Regimental Hof- 
pitals. The facT: is, many of the officers had been 
chofen.as it were, by the men, who had not a regard to, 
or any confideration of merit, in that choice, or any 
love ot difcipline, but were attached to the perftms of 
the officers they chofe, in proportion to the knowledge 
they had of their being men of the fame m.<:an, fordid, 
Trovelling difpofition, with many of themfelves; void of 
the fentiments of brave foldicrs, love of honot:r and 
of liberty on principle, but ready to affociate with thera 
on a footing of equality ; who would dunk drams with 
them, allow them to plunder, or exempt them froin 
c5.uty, when they did not feel themfelvcs, " iou. tojigkt. 
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&inc'l who had no ohjeftion to fill the arnoy with liialig- 
herers, public extortioners and cowards. 

Here a fliocking group of difagreeablc faifts prefent 
tb my remembrance, in refletling upon the expedients 
that have been made ufe of to raife troops, and the 
fhameful confequenccs. it is a fact, 1 believe too ge- 
nerally known to be d'fpiitcd, that in order to engage 
liien to enter more readily into the fcrvice, officers coni- 
inifllons were allowed to men, whole rank:; were to be 
determined by the number of levies they could Taife. 
Prudence, courage, conduct, education, experience, ta- 
lents, or fitncfs to command, weie riot the requilltts for 
ofiicerSi No wonder, then, that fuch kind of m.en were 
cholen officers, as many of them were ; men of the 
meancft figure and capacity, fuch as .hey termrd civil 
fellows, but in fti idlneis oF tneaaing, Major Sturgeons-, 
t>r errant Jerry Sneaks, with nol'ts of wax, fo very pli- 
ant as to be governed by the privates, and many of 
thofe, if we may judge of caules by efF.fts, had little in 
Viev.' by entering the I'ervice but to make money, by fai- 
tening themfiElves,as leeches, on every thing, from which 
they could draw pelf. And therefore it was no unu- 
fual thing, as I have been often told, when a comp. y 
was forming, for the men to chufe thofe, from amongll 
thcmfelves.for officers, who confented to throw their pay 
inio joint flock wuh the privates, fr^m which, coni- 
iniffioned and r.on-commiffioned officers 5 Captains, 
Lieutenants, Enfigns, Serjeants and Corporals, with 
drummers and privates, drew equal fhares. Some of 
thofe. who confented to be privates for one fix weeks, 
three months, or fix months, as it happened, expell- 
ing to have their turn to command, on a new, enlift- 
ment, and perhaps to command ihole very men who 
\vere now their officers. 

What was to be expttled from fuch men and officers, 
under no difcipline, but to run away, by whole compa- 
nies, at -the appearance of a handful of the enemy. 
Will any man deny this to be a fact ? I will appeal to 

one 
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one inftance, out of many. At the approacli of aU ad-* 
vanced party of the Britilh troops, after the landing at 
York Ifland, about three hundi ed of the men, who 
were advantageoufly Rationed for o'jrjpofing them, re- 
treated, without giving fire, with great precipitation ; or, 
in common language, ran-av/ay : They were met by 
Glover's Regiment, which flopped their flight : As v/as 

' no unufual thing, on being charged with cowardice, the 
common men caft the reproach from themfclves on their 
officers, declaring it to be their faults, who, inftcad of 
putting themfelves at the head of the men, and leading 
them on to the attack, or there fuflaining the charge 
like foldiers, weic the firfb to fcamper oft, leaving their 
company, to fly to fuch places of fafety as they could. 
The officers of Colonel Glover's regiment, one of the 
bfft corps's in the fervice, and v/ho wers indeed gentle- 
men, immediately obliged the fugitive cfEcers and fol- 
ditrs. equally, to turn into the ranks with the folditrs 
of Glover's regiment, and obliged the trembling wretch- 
es, to march back to the ground they had quitted. I 
have been an eye-witnefs, myfelf, to whole battalions 
rnnning ofi" from Powle's-Hook, and the heights of 
fiergen, upon the firing of a broad fide from a man of 
war, in her failing down the North Paver to join the 
fleet below, when obliged to remove from her flation, 
to avoid a fire-fhip, although not a man was hurt by 
thatfiie. Thefe doughry champions never flopped till 
they came to Second River, but forced away the very 
waggons that were impreffed to tranfport the fick,- and 

s thole wounded at Long- Ifland, to Newark ; to carry oii* 
themfclves and baggage, for m.my of them chofe to 
ride, to fave their legs, in cafe of being more nearly 
piirfued. A cannon being planted in the caufcway, 
that commanded the ferry at Second River, was^^oint- 
ed towards them, by an ofncer of artillery, who com- 
manded there ; and who threatened to mow them down, 
if they did not return to their pofls. What was their 
next fhift ? They betook themfelves to a ferry a mile 

above ; 
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above : The boats happened to be on the other fide, 
but within reach of their fhot ; on which, being fear- 
ful of any delay, thf:y called yut to the ftnymen to 
hailen over with the-ir boats, or they would difcharge 
a volley upon them ; and thus, they made good their 
retreat ! 

When fuch were the efficers*^ is it to be wonclwed 
at, or rather is it to be' believed '? But how incredible 
foever it may appear to thofe iit a diftance, it is an in- 
difputable tiuth, that a Captain was tried and broke, by 
a Court-Marti il, for ftealing his foldiers blanket?, the 
minutes of which Court-Martial are not only publifli- 
cd amongft ouiTelves, but reprinted in the New-York 
or Newport papers ; and one officer, in the face of the 
General's family, and many officers of diftiiiction, was 
found {having his men-, adling in fo menial a capacity, 
long after the retreats from Long-Ifland and New- 
York, whether for the pence he could collcft, or that 
he might ftand a chance of intcreft and preferment, 
and *' that he might not be prejudicial to the fervice when 
a new army luas to be raifcd " let cafuifls determine. 
Whether giving ear to the unreafonr«ble clamours of 
fuch men as thefe, and the gratifying them, by indul- 
gences in their fenfelefs demands, difmiffing an officer 
of diftinguiffied rank and truft, for non-compliance 
with them, againft the exprcfs commands of Congrefs, 
was tlie moft likely means of promoting the fervice, ,or 
procuring refpcfl and veneration for the Congrefs it- 
leif, lime will manifeft, credat JitdceiiSy no?i ego. 

Wh.'it inftances of thieving, plundering .and oppref- 
fion, both in officers and men, have come to my know- 
ledge, that would difgrace the lawlefs Arab, the barba- 
rous Scythian, the rude Goth, or wild and fa v age Tar- 
tar ; who fpare their own, when they war on their ene- 
mies ! 

Birds prey on birds, fifh on each other prey, 
" But man alone, does kindred man betray." 

I 
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I was prefent when a hidy from Weft-Chefter, lodg- 
ed a complaint with a General Officer, againft a 
Captain of the regiment of artificers, who had got into 
her houle, and. under pretence of prottfting her, as a 
friend, from the incuifions of the CGemy, robbed 
^ her of a trunk, containing m.iny coftly articles ; filks 
, 'and other wearing apparel, to the amount of fourteen 
hundred pounds; and difpofed of her clo.uhs at a pub- 
lic fale, vhich being proved upon him, he was juftly 
caftiiersd. . , < 

From my own knowledge, and indeed my particular 
lols, having been a great i'litF rer, I can declare that 
what the enemy have fpared to our own. people, lefs 
comp:iinonate men, from amongf!: ourfelves,, have car- 
ried off and defbroyed ; and Heffian cruelty to an ene- 
my, has been exceeded by the more favage cruelty of 
the very men, paid by us, to defend our property. An 
injured man has a i ight to complain ; and truth will 
force conviction on the minds of fellow-m.en, however 
harfh, and ungrateful it may be, to fome, to hear the 
truth 

But that I may not pafs beyond the limits of my own 
department, and wh.u has a connexion with it, I will 
confine myfelf in the inltances I fliall now exhibit of 
diforderly conduct, to thole fafts, of which i came to 
the knowledge, in the difchai ge of my duty, and the 
oppofition I raet with in the difcharge thereof. I pafs 
over other examples of oppreffing helplefs women, and 

.families of the beft fortune and diftinftion, on whom 
lick and well, indilcri.minately, have been forced, or 
men that ought to have been reported to the General 
Hofpital, for my dircfcions ; i ) whith no regard has 
been had, whether the pe; Ions were well din-'ofed, cr 
ofherwife alfeiled. to the c.iufe of American Freedurti ; 
but itros riitihijve 'flirty nullum cfifcrimetz babetury* 

: The objeft v.'as to get poffe-ffion of their h'onfes and pro- 
perty, under the pretext of accommodating the fol- 
dicry, and particularly for Regimental Hofpitals. I 

fhall 
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ihall fek£l one cafe, in which were complicated, dif- 
regard to Congrefs, dilrefpect and breach of the Ge- 
neral's orders, oppofition to the General Hofpitifi, 
which fuftained great iiijui y from fuch pioccedings, and 
preat inhumanity to the fair and weak part of the 
creation. The civcumftances of which are well known 
to fome, who are officers of rank in the army,' 
and of irreproachable honour, to whom, if necelTary, 
I can appeal, in fupport of what I advance. 

About the month of Aiiguft, 1776, having made 
frequent reprefcntations at Head-Quarters, that 1 could 
not obtain regular reports from the Regimental Sur- 
geons, of the flate of their fick ; but that they were 
leizing on thofe very hoiifes for regimental lick, that 
were affigned to me, by the Slate of New-York, for 
the ufe of the General Hofpital ; an order was ilTued, 
requiring the Regimental Surgeons to deliver in the re- 
ports I had demanded, &c. and to inforce it, all Colo- 
nels, and Commanders of Regiments wei e called upon, 
to make it known to their Surgeons, that they might 
not plead ignorance, and were d'reded to fee that the 
order was duly obferved. 

Juft at that time, a Brigade newly arrived fromth: 
Maffachufetts-Bay Government, under command ot 
General Fellows, was ordered to be Rationed along the 
river,from Greenwich to Chelfea and upwards, to thiov; 
up lines, and defend the fame againll: any attempts of 
the enemy to land there. Moft of the houfes fit for 
the accommodation of the ofHcers of that Brigade, .md, 
for quartering of the men, being previoufly feizcd up- 
on by the Regimeatal Surgeons, for themfelves and their 
fick ; Colonel Moylan, then Quarter-mafter Genera', 
defired wc might ride out together, to take a view ot" 
the fick, and of the houfes in that q-aarter. He order- 
ed a large dwelling houfe, on the eftate of the deccafed 
Admiral, Warren, then in poffeffion of certain Regi 
mental fick, to be evacuated, and cleanfed for the ac- 
commodation of the officers of the Brigade j poP-ed in 
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the neighbourhood, to whom therefore it was very coa* 
tenient, as it adjoined the works thrown up for defence 
of the landing, but a very improper place to containt 
lick perfons, as it was clofe to the bank of the river, 
and particularly expoled to th-e firing of the Ihips, that 
might pafs up or down the fame. 

The very mention of difpoflefling the Regimental 
S-Ai-geons of their Hofpital, gave great diffatisfadtion, 
though I undertook to x-eceive their fxck into the Gene- 
ral Hofpital. That propofal met with oppofition, I hat 
the Surgeon might have a place for the accommodation 
of his patients, I informed him of a large commodious 
barn of Mr. Campbell's at Greenwich, vvith two Ipare 
rooms on the back part, and tower floor of the houfe, 
at a fmall diftance, adjoining the kitchen, being rooms 
the beft (heltered from the (hot of prvffing men of war, 
and moft retired fiom the river. Such fpacious, aire/ 
barns as the above, well floored, and fecure from rain^ 
yet cool, and pervious to the wind, aniwer to the pla- 
ces, recommended by Sir John Pringle phyfician to the 
Britifh array, in a former war, as proper for hofpitals. 
Such, affuredly, are better calculated for the recovery 
of dyfenteric and "putrid difeafes, that prevailed at this 
time, to any of the dwelling houfes, with plaiflered 
walls, and fmall or confined chambers, which, though 
convenient for a private family, are not proper for 
the crowding of fick into them. . But fine houfes were 
commonly preferred by th? Regimental Surgeons ; and 
this pentleman let me know, that he fnould expedl t® 
be broke, if he confenred to accept ot a barn, however 
commodious, for the reception ot his fick. 

Tlii: houfc itfelf, he. could not have, it being pre- 
occupied by another Surgeon, for the ufe of a Regi- 
mental Hofpital. On rooking into the rooms,they were 
found to be filled with the fick, and the Surgeon who. 
had the care, panting for breath, in the midft of them. 
It was amidfb the fulrry heats of fummer : In vam I re^ 
preftnted to him the danger of engerdrlng a putrid 
^ ' j\T malignant 



( 9S ) 



fevfir, from crowding fo many fick, in confined rooffis^ 
in that hot feafon He had near a hundred fick in the 
houfe : I forbad him then, as I had uniformly prohi- 
bited every RcgiropHtal Surgeon I convei fed with on 
the fubit ft, from taking cliarge of .more than thirty or 
forty fii k, on the outfide, at any one time, being a 
larger n'lrnber than they could well attend ; as I defir- 
ed to know how they intended to manage, i*^ called to 
the fieli of battle, or on any fudden removal of their 
regiments, an event daily expelled, ai}d they encum- 
bered with fo many fick. As the o^her Surgeon had 
refufed to occupy the barn, and fhady rooms on the 
ground floor, back of the houfe, I recommended it to 
nim, to Tend at leafl:. one half of his fick to the Gene- 
ral Hofpital, and remove the greater part of the men 
into the barn : He difregarded my advice, a putrid fe- 
ver prevail' d, he caught the inftftion, and paid the for- 
feiture of his rafbnefs, with his life. 

I then went to General Heath, who commanded that 
divifion of the army, and reprefented the matter to 
him ; and as it was but a fmall difiancc from his quar- 
ters, requefled him to give himfelf the trouble, of fee- 
ing with his own eyes, and judging himfelf of the truth 
of the fafts I related. The General, in polite terms, 
-^declined my moft importunate folicitation, upon this 
unanfwerable objection, that it might look, as if he 
made himfelf a party againft the Regimental Surgeons. 

As the Surgeon had never made his report, and the 
order had been iflued a week, I had waited on the 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the regiment, in perfon, before I 
faw the Surgeon, and complained ©f his negleft, in not 
repsrting his fick, and in not fending fuch as exceeded 
ihe number he could take care of, to the General Hof- 
pital. I reminded him that, by the General Older, 
he was required to fee that the Surgeon complyed with 
fr.id order. The ar^fwer he gave me, was in thefc very 
v/ords : That the Regimental Surgeons could read the 
i^rders for themfelves ; and it not, he ihould give him- 
felf 



( 99 ) 



felf no trouble about it ; adding, that, if it was in his 
power to prevent it, none of his men fliould ever be 
carried to a General Hofpital." 

P>;rhaps it mriy be imagined from fuch a reply, he 
had reafon to afl'ert, that the General Hofpital was not 
kept in a clean and proper ftate, and that the Regi- 
mental Hofpitals were : The reverfe of which was true : 
The ^ormer were always kept clean and airey, and, in 
the wo'ds ot General Green's letter, which I fhallhave 
occafion to publifli at large, ivell provided luiih evc' 
ry thing, and the ftck very comfortable whereas moft 
of the RegimKntal Hofpitals, 1 had ever feen, on ac- 
count of the filth and naftinefs ©f them, deferyed the 
appellation they have acquired in the Eaftern (govern- 
ments, ot peft-houfes *, for fuch they commonly turn- 
ed out to be. I alkedhim his reafons : He made no re- 
ply to my queftio'^ ; but required of me to give him an 
order, which it feems he thought proper to demand 
me, ia favour of his Surgeon, for a number of bed 
fi dm:s. 

This lea-^s me to fliew in what manner the Regiment- 
al Sufgeons and fnch ollicers, were evcrat woik, by 
their pl'.ns, and method of proceeding to exhaufl, 
un^urnifh, or prevent the fupplies of the General Hof- 
pital, all in their power. I had engaged the Quarter- 
malter General, to give orders, in his department, for 
making a Irt.ge number of bed frames, for the Tick of 
the General Hofpital. So faft as forty or fifty were 
made; the Regimental Surgeons, with, or without or- 
ders from their officers, applyed for, and carried them 
away. Colonel Moylan, told the Officer in my 
hearing, " that they ha'd earned off above two thou" 
fand, that were intended for the Gential Hofpital • 
which of couvfe, could not be provided with them 
faft as was wanted." Upon every movement of a regi- 
ment, that required a fhifting of the ])OuJ"es ior Regi- 
mental Holpitals, many of the bed fram s were left be- 
hind^ or burned, or carried off j and the Sui gcons^ 



( ) 



probably, made frefh applications for others, whilft 
the General Flofpital could not be provided with iparc 
bedfteads, for additional fick, or wounded that might 
be fent in. 

On that occafion, I remonftrated in favoBr of the 
Generai Hofpital, and had a ftop put to ihe further 
fupplies of bed frames to the Ptegimtntal Surgeons, till 
tha' was better furniflied. Upon this, and in like ir^- 
iftances, 1 have been viuted by (ome of the militia Co- 
lonels and Brigadiers who, by their reprefentation^, 
feemed to think it a hard cafe, that I would not concur 
with their Stu'geCns and them, to fubvert the General 
Hofpital, which J was appointed to eftablifli and go- 
vern *, to enable them, contrary to the designs of Oon- 
grefs, the General's Orders, and the very nature of 
things, to transfer all the property and power of the 
General H' fpital, to Regimental Surgeons. Colonel 
^oylaw then and often, told me, that by the repeated 
conctllions 1 was making to thofe men, he fliould not 
wonder if they fuccecdf?d, in vi'hat he faw they were 
aiming at, to fubvert the Geneaal Hofpitul, and plant 
ihemielves on the^ruinSj to the contufion of all order 
and difcipline. 

But to return from this relation, which being con- 
nedled with, and pan of the fubjefl 1 am upon, is 
not an improper digrcffion, I now refuine the narra- 
tive of that particular inftance of brutal conduct, which 
I have had in view, to illuflrate my declaration of en- 
croaching on my department, by an outrage upon all 
military order and diicipline, and on humanity itlelf. 

Mr. Campbell, who had purchaJ'ed a leaie of the 
houfe aforementioned, at Greenwich, from Mr. De- 
lancey, was a ftranger, and with his lady and family 
of children, of whom he had feveral, all young, and 
fome mere infants, came into America to fettle, about 
the time our unhappy difputes, with Great Biitain, be- 
gan, or foon after ihcy began to be attended with iuch 
confequences; as civil war and bloodfhed. Congrefs 

being 
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being fatisfied that he had not come over to America, 
with any inimical intention of taking part in the dif- 
puie, againft this country, faw fit, as 1 am iBformed* 
to grant hitn their protection on the faith of which 
he determined to becomf an American, by lettling here 
with his family : He chofe the neighbourhood of New- 
yoi k,foi his rcfiJence, and haled thehcufe,with theeftate, 
aheady mentioned, at Gieenwich., where he cunduCled 
himfelf inofFei.fivciy and irr.^proacliably. The kiftful 
eye of Ibme of the Regimental Ofiiceis, or Surgeons, 
marked it out for a Rirgin-iei;t<i! Hofpital. I had the 
account from Mr. Campbell's own mouth, wiih cir- 
cumftances that gained my crtdit to his relation : He 
informed me, that without any previous notice, to de. 
part, and refting on the aflurafices of the Quarter- 
mafter General, that he ftiould not dilplacc him, (for 
he faw no o;.cafion fOr it •,) a gallant officer came up 
one day to the houfe, followed with a long train of 
fickly foldiers, who were ill, with dyfenterys, putrid, 
and other fevers, and put them inpolT ffion of his 
houle, without any regard to the owner, or to the 
circumftances of his family, as if oa purpofe to drive 
them out ficrn their habitation. 

This he e£^efted ; but not immediately, as Mr. Camp- 
bell had no o^her houfe in which he had a right, or that 
he could hope for liberty, to fhelter himf lf, his wife 
and h( ipiefs children -, nor before the*e, who were of 
a de'iTHtr frame, were feized with the intetSlion, and 
ne^riy 'tftroyed by the filth of the fick, which had 
diovc th. til from room to room, till they had no far- 
ther l eir.jat. On att- mpting mildly to expofiulate with 
theoffijtT and' to know, if he aftcd by any authority, 
or ci mmand of the Quancrmarter General or other l"u- 
perior offirers, this heroic man, juft deigned, with a 
m-.igiPiei ial air, to fnend as much precieus breath, as to 
acquaint him, he wanted not. to exchange converfation, 
or to throw words away, unnecefiarily, upon him j and 
triumphantly turning on his heel, faced to the right 
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about ; and left him aflonifhed at fo unfeeling and bar- 
barous an infult. Befet in this manner, with objcils 
of terror, and difguft, whicli were hourly increafing, 
he haftened with his family, from their own houfe, to 
feek cover elfewhere : The molt of the family, to my 
own knowledge, as I had occafion to meet with them 
in one of the houfes in the neighbourhood, afligned to 
me for an hofpital, for they applied to me for relief, 
very narrowly efcaped, if they did all efcape, perifhing, 
in conlcqucncc of the putrid dyfentery, contracted as 
above. 

It is, with great averfion, at the recoUeftion of this 
diftreffing fcene, that I but faintly delineate it, not with- 
out throwing a veil over fuch parts, as fhock me, ac* 
cuftomed, as I have ever been, to hofpitals and fick, 
when I connect the ideas of delicacy in breeding and 
manners, and what prote£lion is due to female dignity 
and helplefs infancy, with fuch more than favage treat- 
ment, not of enemies, but of friends and ftrangers ! 
^uis talia fando temperat a lachryviis ! 

As I cannot prevail on myfelf to dwell longer oa 
fcenes, whereof this is but one of many that have offer- 
ed to my notice, and not lels dilb elTing, Ihaften, from 
them, to try if I can recover fome lefs offenlive 
grounds, on which to proceed- A man that can enter 
into minute defcriptions of particulars, fo difguftful and 
diftreffing, may feem to have loft his finer feslings ; but 
if any man can have any gratification in wading through 
the dirty puddles of fuch bulinefs, he muft have a 
ftrange pcrverfenefs of tafte indeed : Are there men 
that would take delight in painting a Demon, in all the 
fliocking pi£lure of black deformity ? Let them do it, 
I cannot ; but being compelled in my vindication I 
have touched the lubj' £1 flightly. The many things 
that have intruded upon my memory, on this cccalion, 
I have endeavoured to rcfufe admittance, wilhing to 
bury the whole in oblivion, to rife no more in judg- 
ment againft us. 
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Of the Regimental Surgeons and Mates, I will only 
obferve this once, that as I have done juftice to thofe of 
theni, who merited it, by declaring there were fome 
amongft them of liberal manners, education and abili- 
ties i .1 muft be permitted to declare, there were many, 
very many of them, unlettered, ignorant, and rude to a 
degree Icarcely to be imagiatd. Some of them, I have 
been informed, and from what I oblerved, could readi- 
ly believe, were never educated to the proftffion of 
phyfick, nor had ever feen an operation ©f Surgery : 
Many of them had but fmall appearances of either li- 
terature or breeding, in which refpeft they fell fhort of 
fome of the privates. It would diip'ay a farce of the 
moft ridiculous kind, to give the public an acceunt of 
the learning and attainments, which fome of them, 
whom I have had an opportunity of examining, have 
difcovered ; or to give a tranfcript of their reports. 
And that this ignorance was pretty general, may be 
fafely inferred from their rcpugaance to ftand the teft 
of inquiry, fo contrary to the p^ adlice of thofe, who 
are men of talents, improved by education, who fhun 
no occafion, of giving proof thereof, by their compli- 
ance with thofe laws aad regulations, which the wil- 
dom of States or the good policy of feminaries, and 
corporations of the learned in the profeffion, devife, to 
encourage genius and merit, and to put a flop to the 
rapid growth of empyricilm : And I obfervcd, that it 
was generally the moft ignorant, the moft opmiated and 
the moft difordcrly, and irregular in their conduO,who 
were the moft troublefome, and louJeft in their cla- 
mours, riiefc were the men, from whom I found the 
greateft oppofition, to every regulation for introduc- 
ing method, difcipline and imprcvcmcnt, into the de- 
partment of phyfick and furgery. 

It is with much regret I have yielded to the nfctftlty 
I have been Tjnder, in clearing up my own conduft 
from the imputations of a let of wicked men, to dif- 
p!ay the true character and behaviour of thok, who 
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^ere my accufers, and from the many famples of r.i« 

pine, diforder and opprelfion of wnich they have been 
guihy, to feledt fome of their nchirious pi.nftices, and 
of fuch amazing prodigality, as, if it were allowed to 
pafswithour notice, would- have been fufficient to in- 
iure deftruflion to any army, or people. I am fully 
perfvvadcd that we owe many of the misfortunes and 
mifcarriages oF laft campaign, to thofe men, who were 
guilty of them. I have but barely flcimmed over the 
fur face of them. A. rcUnHiance to enter deeper into 
fuch a fink has reftrained me : Were I to attempt 
an enumeration of them all, time wotld fail. 

It is fufficient to fliew their deffiuffive tendency, in 
general ; to make a remark on the mean and fordid 
pradllce, which wasj)urlucd by fome of the Regiment- 
al Surgeons, of felling cr-rtificates for furloughs and 
difchai ges, at a lefs fum than a fliilling a man. At 
this rate, a number equal to a regiment might be dif- 
charged for a much leis funi, than has been fince givei\> 
to raife a fingle recruit. At a moderate computation* 
fo many men have been born on fome fick lifis of Re- 
gimental Surgeons, including waiters, fit for duty, that 
if the practice was common, the ftrongefl Brigade in the 
army was [lot equal to the number thus maintained in 
idleoefs. I am willing to hope that thofe inftances of 
mal-praftice I have adduced are fufficieut lo fhut the 
door agaihff the like abufes in future, and to introduce 
better di'cipl'ne, and better men into ftations of public 
trufl : \ndth:,tmen of better principle, as well as of 
more knowledge and humanity, are engaged in the 
prefent fewice. To promote the interefts of thefe,were 
the motives of my conduct, and the objv^l i invariably 
purftied It all my propofed regulations. 

Amongft thofe in employ the laft year, fome, in 
■the time of need, deferted the army altogether, and 
others fliunned to attend their regiments to the field of 
battle. 

It was a general complaint, that at the battle of 

the 
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the White-Plains, few of the Regimental Surgeons 
were with their refpeftive Battalions, in confequence 
of which, many of the wounded bled to death, who, ic 
was fuppofcd, might have been faved, had they been, 
prefent, and ione their duty : The^r abfence obliged mc 
to fix myfelf at the lines, with fome of the Hcfpital Sur- 
geons. This produced the following circular letter to 
be fent round the country, with orders to the Surgeons 
of the General Hulpital who were at a diflance from 
camp, to call upon the Regimental Surgeons, in pur- 
fuance of the refolves of Congrels, and the General's 
commands, to deliver up all their fick to the liofpital, 
snd to return to their proper pofts, figned, with the 
following declaration. 

«< I have read, and much approve of thofeinftruftioij'? 
and orders." 

G. Waskington, 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 

To the Regimental Surgeons and Mate?, 
belonging to the Army of his Excellency 
General WASHINGTON, now abfent, 
with, or without the Tick oF their refpec- 
tive Regiments and Brigades^ on either 
fuie o[ Hudfon's R.iver. 

GENTLEMEN, 

FE W of the Surgeons or f:ck, allowed to remora 
froni camp, fome time ago, being yet returned^ 
and no report made of thrm to me, His Excellency 
the Commander in Chief, conceives, that his former 
indulgence to thefick, in permitting them to retire fronx 
camp, for the recovery of their health, has been much 
.tbufed, both by the fick, and the generality of the Sur- 
geons and Mates, under whofc care they were allowed 

O that 



( ) 



th.1t indulgence : It is his Excellency's orders, ihcrc- 
fore, that each of you do forthwith wait upon Ifaac 
Fofter, Efq; at Newark, John Warren, Efq; at Hack- 
infack, or Philip Turner, Efq; at Norwalk ; Surgeons 
in the Gen-eral Hofpital, whoever of them is neareft 
at hand, and make a faithful and accurate report of 
the ftate of the fick and wounded under your care, and , 
remove thofe who are fit fubjcfts, immediately, to the 
General Hofpital, under their care ; for which you are 
to apply to the Quartermafter General's department, 
for waggons, and accompany them yourfelves. Such 
of you as thofe gentlemen require to affift them for the 
prefcnt, in the General Hofpital, and who are willing 
to attend their fick there, unier their dire£lion, are al- 
lowed to do fo, till further orders ; all others are to 
repair immediately to Head-Quarters, and join their re- 
fpe^tive regiments ; firft furnilhing me with an accurate 
regifter, duly certified, of the ftate of the fick that went > 
out with thern, or have been fince under their care, 
fp;:cifying the time ofthdir being taken ill, their difeafes, 
and events as to death, recovery or continuance ; and 
whether any of the fick have been allowed to withdraw 
from under their care, and when. As all, who are ab- 
fent v/ithout leave, muft naturally be looked upon as 
deferters. And the Surgeons or Mates, who cannot 
give a regular and fatisfadlory account of the faithful 
difcharge of their duty, neceflarily fubjc£l themfelves 
to an inquiry into their condutft. 

JOHN MORGAN, Direaor- ' 
General and Phyfician in Chief. 

Camp at the White-Plains, November 5, 1776. 

AMONGST other methods ufed by the Regimenal 
Surgeons, to accomplifh their purpofes, I have men- 
tioned their infufing jealoufies and groundlefs fufpicions 
iiUO fuch officers as they could influence by their repre- 

fentations, 



C 107 ) 



fentations. In hopes, by their njeans, tomlflead the Ge- 
neral Officers, and Members of Congrcfs, to my pre- 
judice. 

I do not pretend to have knowledge of all the appli- 
cations that have been made, to diflferent Memberb" of 
Congrefs, to give weight to the clamours of the Regi- 
mental Surgeons ; biat one of them, that I do not knovv 
of, requires my ferious attention. 

Having called one day, upon General Qreen, to con- 
fult him about fome regulations of the hofpitals, I 
found him bufy in writing a letter to the Prcfident of 
Congrefs, complaining much of the lufferings of the 
iick, for want of fuch cftablifhmeHt, as provided pro- 
perly for taking good care of them. Not the leaft no- 
tice was taken of the unwearied pains I had beftowed 
to accompli(h that purpofe ; which might lead Con- 
grefs to imagine me very negligent of my duty, or in- 
attentive to raAtteis that fo nearly concerned me : I 
toi i him fo : He then added a poftfcript, in which he 
feeu. d barely to guard againfl: reflexions upon me ; 
yet f.'ixbore to do mc that juftice, which I thought my- 
felf well entitled to exped from him, if to be had 
from ?,ny man in the army. 

lU -J General Green in two dangerous fits 

of ii: .uch he had proofs of my attention to 

him, -aiuity to the bufinefs of my ftation, that 

mci ! . . rardifferent return, fhelaft was at a time,Avhen 
Gen-, d Green had the command at Long-Ifland, and 
ab®ut the time when the cnem.y were landed not many 
miles below. Although I was then incelTantly engaged 
on New- York Ifiaud, I made all other bufmefs give way 
to my daily attendance on him ; and finding his life en- 
dan^-ered, by a putrid and billious fever, under which 
he laboured, prevailed with him to leave the ifland, 
and provided him with one of the moft healthy, airey, 
fafert and beft accommodated Tiabitations, m the center, 
betwixt the two rivers, two miles diftant from the M 
of N^w-Yofk. Mv place of duty changed, likewitc;, 



snd my preftnce was demanded every day at Long- 
Ifland, to attend to the care and removal of the wound- 
ed. Yet I viiited him, daily, once, twice or oftner, 
itudc^r a variety of difticiihies, and watched over him 
'i-h the ftriilcft attention, and an afFc<5tion little Ic-fs 
'"• aternal, tili his recovery was fo far compleated, 
■vas out of all danger. I fliould not have giv- 
unt of matters, but for the following rea- . 
' i^, becaufe it was at General Grecix's 
a General Hofpital at Long-Ifland, 
i.xjc !j Luatpart of tlie army under his com- 
"land, wliich v,ras lb well conducted by Dodor War- 
tODipell hl:.v. to pals high encomiums on its 
T. in f> C-uncil of General Officers, held 
iDy the Regimental Surgeons, 
'.undlefs and unreafonabk. 
\va5. any aefiriency in either that part of the 
>ipital itfclf, or any want in the accommo- 
the Tick of the regiments ftationed there, - 
. ^.ci be obtained, the fault muft be laid at his 
and his only, becaufe he had expreflly engaged, 
. ray firft confenting, in compliance with his requeft, 
to provide a General Hofpital there ; to build or far- 
TiWa i'ufficient quarters for ail the fick belonging to that 
divifiori of the army under his command ; and becaufe 
by my orders to Dcdor' Warren, my inflru6tions to 
the Regimental Surgeons, July 3d, and General Wafh- 
ington's order, matters were lb regulated that the lick 
n^iight remain under the care of thc'r own Surgeons, in 
fuch quarters or hofpitals as General Green himfclf 
might oi der for them ; and be confidercd hs parts of 
one General Hofpital, of which Dc«rtor Warren was to 
be efbeemed the Director and Head : They were to be 
allowed all nerelTary refreihments, and the Regimental 
Surgeons and their lick might oaitake of every advan- 
tage, which the lick in the General Hofpital enjoyed, 
tinder the immediate care of the Hofpital Surgeons, if 
th: Prgimcntal Surgeons would confidcr themielves as 

acling 
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atcing uader the diredlion of the General .Hofpital, 
with this only rertriilion, that every demand was to be 
made, and granted under the acknowlcdgC(' ;.nchority 
of Do£lor Warren, to whom I had enti ulicd all my 
own power for their good, for which he was to be ac- 
countable : And I forbad him to deliver out any fteres, 
of any kind, to the Regimental Surgeons, for the fick, 
not reported to, and confidered as in the General Hof- 
pital. 

A fecond reafon, is the following letter frona Gene- 
ral Green to General Wafliington, of Auguft iith. 

A third reafon, is my having been cenfured, for de- 
laying to communicate to the Congrefs the plan of re- 
gulations I had promifed to draw up for their conflJer- 
ation, fo long after I had undertaken it, during all 
which time it was Teft with Gen. Green, for the benefit 
of his obfervationsand remarks, vijz. from about the mid- 
dle or end of Odlober to the 20th of December, al- 
though I repeatedly applied to him by meflage and let- 
ter, to expedite it for that purpofc j and it was then 
returned to me in the ftate 1 delivered it, v/ithout any 
remark to accompany it. " 

And laftly, the iibc i ly which Do£lor Story took; of 
making ufe of General Green's name, to faniftify his 
alTertions, that the fufferings of the fick lay at my 
door. 

On thefe fever.il accounts, I now call on General 
Green (in a more efpecial manner) and on any, and 
every other officer, of whatever rank, whether Gcne= 
ral or Field Officers, or ihofe of inferior rank, who 
have thought fit to make any reprefertations, either to 
Congrefs as a body, or to particular Members of it, or 
to the Commander in Chief, concerning the caufes of 
the fufferings of the fick, if they c^n lay ouy thing to 
my charge, whether relating to the difpofal of Hofpi- 
tal Stores, the difpofition of public monies, or any 
other article entrufted to me : i defire to know if they 
can accufc me of ax>y lifgkft of d*uty, of indo- 
lence, 
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lence, inactivity, inattention to the calls of my ftation, 
or ot any breach, either of General Orders, or of the 
ilefolves of Congrefs : If they can do any of thefe, I 
fhall be glad rhey will publifh it to the world, in a man- 
ner that will aft'ord me an opportunity to reply, ia 
print. Did ever any General, Field Officer, or other, 
on any fuggeftion of the fick fuffering for want of care, 
vifit the General Hofpital, and judging with his own 
eyes, report to me a fingle inftance of the fort ? I de- 
clai e they never did : So that the complaints of the fuf- 
fcrings of the lick, are not of thofe under my care, but 
of thofe that were hindered from coming, or who were 
never reported to the General Hofpital, for admiilion. 
On the contrary, the complaints ever were, that ^^ivhilfl 
in the General Hofpital, the fick were well taken care of, 
they could not enjoy the like advantages in Regimental 
Bofpitals/* But if fo, the fault of not fending them to 
the General Hofpital, is the more confpicuous, and the 
wickednefs of hfcribing the fufferings of the fick to the 
General Hofpital, or myfelf, from whofe care they 
were kept back, and which is juftly chargeiible on the 
Regimental Surgeons, who kept them back, and the 
ofKcers who fupported them in fuch a contamacious 
difubedience of every order, of the Congrefs and Ge- 
neral, is the more flagrant. But, let us attend to Ge- 
neral Green's letter. 

General GREEN^s Letter 
To HIS Excellency 

GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Camp at Long-Ifland, Jvg. ii, 1776- 

Dear Genera i., 

nn HERE is no proper eflablifhment for fupplying 
the Regimental Hofpitals with proper utenfils for 
the Tick ; they fufFer therefore for want of proper ac- 
commodation. 



commodatlon. There is repeated complaints on tliat 
head. The Regimental Hofpitals are, and ever will be 
rendered ufelels, nay grievcus, unless there is fome 
proper fund, to provide the neceffary conveniences. 
The, General Hofpital cannot receive fill the lick ; and 
thofe that are in the Regimental Holpitals, are in a 
fuffering condition. If this evil continues, it muft 
greatly injure the fervice, as it will difpirit the well, to 
fee the iick fuffer, and prevent their engaging again, up- 
on any conditions whatever. Great humanity Ihould 
be exercifed, toward* thofe indifpofed. Kindnefs up- 
on one hand, leaves a favorable and lafling impreffion, 
negleft and fuffering on the other, is never forgotten. 

I am fenfible, there has formerly been great abufes in 
the Regimental Hofpitals, but I am in hopes, men of 
better principles are elecled to thofe places, and that 
the fame evils will not happen again. But the Conti- 
nent had better fuffer a little extraordinary expence. 
than the fick flionld be left to fuffer, for want of thofe 
conveniences that may be eafily provided. 

I would beg leave to propole, that the Colonels of 
regiments be allowed to draw monies, to provide the 
Regimental Hofpitals, with proper utenlils ; an account 
of the difburfements weekly, or monthly, to be render- 
ed : This will prevent abufe, and remedy the evil. 

Something is neccfiary to be done, fpcedily, as many 
lick are in a fuffering condition . 

The General Hofpital is well provided with eveiy 
thing, and the fick very comfortable. I wifh it was 
extenlive enough to receive the whole, but it is not. 

I am, your Excellency's moft obedient Servant, 

NATH. GREEN. 

I SHALL now take the liberty of prcpnunding 
a few queftions, on the contents of the above letter. 

WAS General Green acquainted with the refoH'es of 

Conore's, 



C ) 



Congrcfs, of July 17, page 29 ? If fo, has not his 
letter a direft tendency to oppofe and overftt them ? 

What reafon can be affigncd for R.egimental Hofpi- 
tals being eftablifhed on Long-Ifland, with all the fur- 
niture and appaiatus of a General Hofpital, when the 
ikk might have the benefit of the General ilofpital 
there, in compliance with General Green's ov/n re- 
queft, although a very improper place for eftablifliing 
an Hofpital, where the enemy were expefted to land, 
efpecially when there was a General Hofpital on the 
Ifland of New-York, for the reception of thofe who 
could not be accommodated at Long-Ifland ? 

Of what ufe could Regimental Hofpitals be at Long- 
liland ; or rather, with what difTei vice mufl they be at- 
tended, when the enemy were expected to land ther« ? 
'Was it to retain more fick there, to embarrafs the ar- 
my, when the works were befieged, or to keep Regi- 
mental Soldiers from acconapanying their corps into 
the field, in cafe it was judged expedient to march forth, 
to meet the enemy at a diftance, from the lines ; or 
was it convenient, at fuch times, to be difcharging ma- 
ny hundreds of fick, in the time of a^lion, upon the 
Hofpital Surgeons on the Ifland, at the fame time with 
the wounded ? 

It is faid the General Hofpital cannot receive all the 
fick, and thofe in the R.egimental Hofpitals were in a 
i'lifFering condition. Had any been reported to the Ge- 
neral Hofpital at Long-Ifland, that were ever refufed 
admiflion ? I never heard of an infi:ance. But if there 
was no room at Long-Ifland, was there no room in 
the General Hofpital at New-York ? Would neither 
the College, with all irs fpacious apartments ; the City 
Hofpital, with all its great and magnificent conve- 
niences ; the City Barracks, capable of accommodating 
above a thoufand men ; the many vacant houfes in the 
Bowry, or neighbourhood cf New- York, and whole 
ftreets, appropriated for the purpofe, and afligncd to 
the Direilar-General, by the Convention of the State 

of 
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of New-York, and the City CommUtec, and to be at 
his difpofal only : I fay, were not all thefe fufiicient for 
their reception and accommodation ? If not, he had 
the choice of moft of tlie country feats, for the fpacc 
of feven miles from the city, to anfwer that purpofe. 
And were not thefe enough ? 

But fuppofc it to have been netcflary for the fick to 
be accommodated on Long-Ifland : Wkat rcat'on caa 
be affigned, if they were to be permitted to draw ftores 
and furniture fromihe General Hofpital, why they fliould. 
not range themfelves under the diredlion ot Doilot" 
Warren, which was the only poffible method, thatj, 
with much reflexion, could be devifed to entitle them 
to the neceffaries and comforts, which it was allowed 
the General Hofpital was well provided with ? Could 
the Pvegimental Surgeons, who were fo earneft for hav- 
ing feparate and diftin^t Hofpitals, have any thing iix 
view, bv remaining unaccountable for their iupplies ? 
What other reafon^ could they have fprrefufing to have 
the ftate of their fick inTpedted by Hofpital Surgeons, 
tvith a power to order fuch fick, ss aj^peared to be pro- 
per obje«51:s, into the General Hofpital, but to retain as 
many flck, or nGminal lick, as they-pleafed, oh their 
lifts, till the time of an a<E\ion, and then to pour theni 
all into the General Hofpital, and to receive the 
wounded under their care, for the fake of trying ex- 
periments, and of performing operations, v/hich fome 
of them had never feen perfprrned ? From" all their 
aftions, it is plain this was an cbjcdt they had much at 

» heart. And what would that be, but to reduce Gen- 
tlemen, of the firft clafs in their profeffion, to be 
fubordinate to all their purpoies, and meer miniilers of 

j their pleafure ? 

J For what purpofe are fuperior rank and greater pay 
Allowed te> Hofpital, than to Piegimemal Surgeons, iF 
n0t to engage men of the^firft ability, education, and 
experience, to take that charge iipon theni ? 
And afcer all, is there any thing propofed in Gene- 
P I'&i 
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lal Green's letter, that I had riot urgcfi before, boih to 
General Green himfelf, as well as to General Walhing- 
ton and the Congrefs, for the relief of the Regimental 
Surgeons, who might be fituated at fome diftance from 
the General Hofpital ? Wherefore, if there could be 
any exception made to the plan, it muft be to except 
thofc on Long-Ifland, where it was unfit there Ihould 
be Regimental Hofpitals, when the enemy were cxpeft- 
ed to land there, and when there was a General Hofpi 
tal at hand, of which they might have the fame bene- 
fi.ts, with thofe under the immediate care of the Hof- 
pital Surgeons and Mates ; if they would fubmit to the 
fame regulations. 

Upon the whole of this inquiry ; when the Congrefi 
who, for ought General Green knew to the contrary, 
might be fuppofed^to have weighed matters deliberately, 
had fixt upon a plan, which, by every fubfequent fet of 
relolves, reftrifted the Regimental Surgeons, within 
narrower limits than before \ or, at leaft, enforced the 
former, with hew and additional weight : Where wa? 
the neceffity, expedience, or propriety, of fupporting 
the Regimental Su geons in their clanours ? They were 
ever backward to fend their fick to ihe General Hoipi- 
tal, to have a plea for Regimental Hofpitals, and to 
draAV flores at dilcretion, which never was allowed in 
any army, and which Congrefs had art feen fit to allow 
thcTi ? Would it not have been more confiflent with 
the idea of fubmifHon to the commands of cur fi-ipe- 
riors, if General Grefn, inftead of giving that weight 
to the prejudices, and ignorance in point of duty, 
and in the proper management of the fick of ah army, 
which the Surgeons laboured under, had feen fit to 
have enjoined their making weekly returns of their fick 
to the General Hofpital, for admiflion, agreeable to the 
orders of Congrefs ; and thereby h Iped to cure or re- 
xnove thofe prejudices ? This might have checked them 
in their career, of alperiang ^'cputations to accomp'iflx 
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their aims, and muft have contributed to their own 
eaie, and the great benefit of the fuffering fick. 

But whilfl: Regimental Surgeons were fo intent upon 
the eftablifhment of Hofpitals for their regiments, and 
General Green was fo earneft in feconding their defircs, 
,by his application to the Pielident of the Congrefs, and 
Commander in Chief ; What was the opinion of Ge- 
neral VVaQiington, if we are to judge by his orders ? 
They agreed with the refolyes of Congrefs : And as to 
the Members of Congrefs, all that I ever heard fpeak 
of them, exaftly correfponded with Mr. Gerry, who 
wrote me his opinion of the matter, in the foUov/ing 
words : With refpeft to fmall Regimental Hofpitals, 
I cannot but think them an unneceffary and dangerous 
inftitution ; for, upon every removal of fuch regi- 
ments, thofe Hofpitals are a dead weight, and muft be 
removed, or be expofed to the enemy. The latter, you 
will agree, is by no means admiffible ; and the remov- 
ing fuch Hofpitals, is attended with hardfhips to the 
difeafed, and prevents them from an early recovery." 

Let us attend to what he next writes, of Regi- 
mental SuRGEOiNS : ** As to the Regimental, 
Surgeons, lays he, being otherwife whoUy useless, 
I have always fuppofed, that they were never intended 
to anfwer any other purpofe, in time of war, than to 
cure, m camp, flight wounds and difeafes, by which the 
patients were not confined, and to attend the regiments, 
in time of a»Elion ; to drefs the wounded foldiers, un- 
til' they can be removed to the General Hofpital." 

Where perfons of rank and influence, as General 
Officers and Members of Congi cfs, draw fuch different 
ways, is it poflible for any man, to conduct in fuch a 
manner, betwixt them, as to give faiisfaftion to every 
pnc ? ' 

But that it may be feen, how I endeavoured to dif- 
charge my duty, by adhering exaflly to my orders, 
where they reftriffeed me to a point } and yet in pruden- 
tials ac<;Qmmodatcd myfelf, as well as I could, to the 

reafonable 
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rcafonable defires of others : I fhall here publifli a co- 
py of my dii cftions, to Dcftnr Warren, for eftablifli- 
mg. and for the manner of conduiling the Hofpitals, 
Under his care, at Lonc-Island. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO 
JOHN WARREN, Efquire, 
SURGEON of the GENERAL HOSPITAL. 



O U are defired to go over to Long-Illand, and 



i la confult with General Green, about iht proper 
houfes for the forming of an Hofpital (to be part of the 
General Hofpital) for the reception of the fick in his 
Brigade. For your afliftants, you will be pleafeil to 
take over three of the Hofpital Mates, of which Mr. 
Glover is to be one, the ether two as you agree with the 
other Surgeons. 

Make out a proper afTortment of medicines, fuch a 
lift as you think needful, after confuhing with Do«^ors 
Softer, Adams and M'Knight, and order it to be put up 
from the Hofpital ftores : If you have occafion for fur- 
ther afliftants, make a requifition from General Green's 
Brigade, of as many Surgeons and Mates as you ihall 
ftand in need of. 

Keep a rcgifter of the fick, in which you are to make 
an entry of the times of their admiflion and difcharge, 
as well as of the difeafes they labour under, and require 
of the refpeftive Surgeons of the different regiments, 
weekly returns of the fick in the Hofpital belonging to 
<rheir regiments, in order to compare with yours : Frpm 
which, once a month, a roll is to be made out for re- 
ceiving the ration money, from the Commiffary Gene- 
ral ; which you will get figned by the Biigadier- Gene- 
ral, after you have compared it v/ith the return of fick 
born on the rolls of the Regimental Surgeons : Fj om 
?he time they are admitted into tiic General Hofpital, 



Sir, 



New -Tor k, June 12, 1776. 
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their rations are to be ftopped in the regiments : The 
liil of the Regimenral Surgeons, compared with yours, 
ought to be delivered by them to the Adjutant or 
Qaaitermafter of every regiment, in order to prevent 
rations being drawn for the fick> in the regiments, fo 
long as they remain in the hofpital. 

You will be pleaied to fix up, in the hofpital, the re- 
gulations already agreed upon by the Surgeons-of the 
Hofpital, for the government of the officers, nurfes» 
attendants and patients ; and appoint feme pcrfon to 
have them read in every ward : The rules of diet, 
ought to be fixed up in the fame pl?.ce, and a ftriil at- 
tention p iid to the fame. 

You are to take over Mr. Weld, to afl as a Store- 
keeper, who is to obey your commands in all things 
relating to his oepartmcKt : Whatever ftores you have 
occafion for, in the department of the Ccmmifi!lirv- 
General, or Quartermafttr-General, you will apply 
for by an order under your hand, figntd by order of 
the Dirc<flor-General, with your name, of which di- 
re6l the Storek' eper to keep an exact account, and of 
the diftribution of the fame. 

What nui fesyou require for the fick,ycu will engage 
at the price f;f half a dollar per week ; the number not 
to exceed one for eveiy ten per fens, fi,ck or wounded ; 
the necefiary labourers to be employed by the day, as 
ulual, in which avoid engagi^ng a greater number than 
is abfolutely neceiliiry. 

Deliver out no ftores of any kind to the Regimental 
Surgeons : When the fick rtquire further aids -than 
they can give, let theit) be reported to you, and if their 
cafes require, receives them into the General Hofpital. 

Take with you at leafl 1500 bandages, and a quan- 
tity of tow, with a fct of capital inflruments, and all 
fuitable drcffings, in cafe of an action. 

Ufe your belt endeavours to make the Surgeons and 
Mates of the regiments attentive to their duty. 

For any debts contracted for the ufe of the General- 

Hofpital, 
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Hofpital, agreeable to the above rules, draw on me- 
You will emp'ay the fame psrfon to fupply frefli meat, 
and at the fame prices, as in the hofpital at New- York. 
' Weekly returns of the Tick to be Tent over early eve- 
ry Monday morning as ufual. 

Be pleafed to call on Mr. Dtlamater, for lOo addi- 
tional blankets, for , the tife of the hofpital in Long- 
iiland, and as many beds, applying to the Quartermafter 
for ft raw, from time to time, and order the nurfes, 
wafner women, &c. to clean them from time to 
time. 

An orderly Mate is to take charge of the blankets, 
and bedding, &c, and of, the Holpital furniture every 
week j to enter into a book for the purpofe, what 
ftores of this kind are given out, to examine what each 
fick brings with them, and to fee that nothing is carried 
cut, on their difmiffion, not belonging to them. 

An orderly ferjeant, ©r corporal, or careful foldier, 
(if the General will allov/) ought to be ftationed at the 
hofpital, to take charge of the arms, &c. of the fick, 
whilft in the hofpital, and to give them up on his deatli 
or difmiflion. 

A Carpenter, ought to attend conftantly, to make 
coffins, or perform other work, for which you will ap- 
ply to the Quartermafber-General. 

No blankets, or other eftefts of the Hofpital, to be 
expended at the funeral of thofe foldicrs, who die in 
the hofpital. 

I remain, Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

JOHN MORGAN. 

To JOHN WARREN, EfquirCy 
Surgeon in the General- Hofpital. 

The above is a true Copy, from the original. 

J. Warren. 

WHEN General Green, as already related, re- 
moved from Long-Ifland, on account of the dangerous 

ftate 
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ilatc of his health, General Sullivan was appointed to 
fucceed him in the command ; on which I thought it 
my duty to communicate to him, the plan obferved in 
the government of the General Holpital, and for the 
regulation of the Regimental Surgeons, and to acquaint 
him with the above inftruftiotis to Dr. Warren, and 
the mode in which he managed his department ; and 
wrote him a letter on the fubjeft, that he might the bet- 
ter retain the principal heads of the proceedings, in his 
memory, fhould he have any occafion to refer to theni, 
in ifliiing out oidtrs, refpe£ting the fick and wounded, 
as the enemy were already on Long-Ifland ; and Ibme 
important engagement with them, expected daily. To 
which I received the follov/inp anfwer : 

Nevj-Tork, Jugnji 21, 1776. 

SIR, 

I Received your favour of yefterday ; am much 
pleafed v^iih your plauj refpe^ing the Surgeons 
lhall take care that it is in every relped\ carried into ex- 
ecution ; and am, with refpeft, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

JOHN SULLIVAN. 

To DoBor MORGAN, Lirertcr-Ceneral 
of the H of pit ah ^ &c. 

And now, whilft I am on the fubit^fl: of orders ifTueu 
by me, to the diiTerent Gentlemen, for the belter ma - 
nagement of the General Hofp'.tal, on whofe care i vi^ae 
to depend principally, for their being can led info exe- 
cution, I muil take the liberty to obfcivc, that were J 
to tranfcribe all I h^ve delivered to th-m. in v." iting on- 
ly, for that pin pofe, it would requiic -.i i^parate vo- 
lume. 

To Dcclor Softer, as being the elucft Surgecn, I 
wrote much and often ; and have now before me, co-j" 
pics of various orders to him, in a feries of letters, &c. cf 

-vhlch 
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which I will only mention dates, and occafions, without 
detaining the reader with particulars. The firft {with- 
out date) was on his fetting out from Cnmbridge, abon( 
the latter end of March, or beginning of April, 1776, 
to eftabliOi a General Hofpital, at New- York, ihe 
next, likewife from Cambridge, April 22d: The next 
was at New-Yoik, on my letting out from thence, for 
the management of the Hbfpital in my abfence, whilft 
I proceeded to Philadelphia, to apply to Congrefs for 
further inftrutftions, though I came away without ob- 
taining them, but not without application, and as long 
time of attendance, as the General would allow me. 
The next, were dated at New- York, Auguft 5th, the 
19th, the 23d, and 27th ; and September the 9th. The 
next, was alfo at New-York, September the 13th, for 
the intended removal of the lick and wounded, to 
Newark, refpecling the manner of their removal, and 
the provifion to be made for them, on that occalion,and 
for taking care of them, by the way. The next are dated 
September 24, October x8, and 20 ; November 3d, 
aad 6th ; whilft he had the care and fuperintendance of 
the fick at Newark; and of December the loth and 
31ft j and January the loth, at Bethlehem, for remo- 
val to the eaft fide of Hudfon's RiVer. 

Numerous and particular are the directions, which, 
in like manner, I have delivered in writing, on various 
occafions, as well as verbally, to Doctors Warren, 
Adams, M'Knlght, Turner, and Euftis, Surgeons i.i 
the General Hofpital ; on their being detached to dif- 
ferent places, for the eftablifliment of Hofpitals, for 
the conveniency of the Tick, in parts diftant from each 
other, in v/hich my directions were drawn up with con- 
fideration, and not in a carelefs, negligent, or perfunc- 
tory manner ; for that was neither the way, in which I 
chofe to do bufinefs myfelf, or to require others to 
perform it, who were fubje<fl to my authority. 

I fhall now explain another difficulty, to which I wai 
often fubjeCled. 

If. 
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1 T was no unufual thing for Officers and Regi= 
mental Susgeo 's, on detached pofts, wherever th.y 
happened to be ftationed, though ever fo diftant froin 
the main body of the army, whether 'on a march, or a 
re-treat, to expe£l a General Hoipital to aceompany, 
or follow them in the rear j as if it were poffible, like 
the Polypas, though cut up into ever fo many pieces, 
that each part, Oiouid inftantly repuUuIate, and become 
an entire Hofpital, properly furnilhed \vith eveiy ne- 
cefTary accommodation, attendants, and conveniences^ 
although amidft Highlands, alps, or a .forfaken *id 
wail^eJ country, v/iihout any help or ainfcance from 
thole who had the comm.and , cr, as if it wei'e pofubie 
to fave, or remove the weighty and cumberfome appa- 
ratus, every where, with as much cspcdliion as ihty 
Cjuid retreat, and without any regard to the unfitnels 
of the place for a General IJofpital. , 

I hope no intention of difrcfpcci: %vill be impurdd 
to me, when I am fometimes necefiarlly obliged to make 
life of the riames of Gentlemen of rank, for whom I 
have a perfonal and due refpedl, in the courfe of relat- 
ing fa£ls, which the vindication of my conduct requires 
I Thould difcufs, with all becoming freedom, I thinic 
. proper to guard againfl fuch a wiong fuppoiiiicn, oa 
ihe p! efcnt cccafion. .. ' . 

At a time whend had formed General Hofpitals at 
Newark, Hackinfack, Nortlt-Caftle,. Stamford, apd: 
Norwalk, all crowded v/ith lick, ro the number cf n ar 
4000 men ; and of covrfe, tlie Hofpital Surgeon?- \ iio 
Were not n-umerous, ftationed at various ciiftanccs, 
through a fpaca of near ari hundred miles, were haliy em- 
ployed, I received a letter from Geneial Ke-uh, n; 
Petk's-Kill V of a J places I hw'C ft-en one of the ■wo\ ■ 
thu c uld be (bought of for a General liofi/i.;' 
well for want of acconimo lations as of a pr( p 
try, to fupport it : It bore dare, N (vt-m.b.^r s i 
on which he obfervedj that theie w.i? neidv" 
Hofpital, nor aay one General Hclpi al ^ 
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tnat poft ; that he received daily complaints from the 
Colonels of the feveral regiments, of the lufferinss and 
diftrefles of the Regimental fick ; and that *' the neg- 
le-cl of them, was likely ro prove very prejudicial to the 
inliftinent of a new army." 

From the limilarity of language in this letter, the 
complaints of officers concerning the fufFerings ofthefick, 
and the evil confequences that were p' edified, of their 
proving prejudicial to the inliftment of a new army, 
I was apprehenfive of the Istent influence, and was 
determined, if I could any ways prevent it, thcyfhould 
not have it in their power to lay the fault at my door. 
I "light, indeed, have remc nftrated to the General, that 
it was the duty of the Regimental Surgeons to fend 
their fick, whom they could not take care of, to the 
nearcft branch of the General Hofpital, wherever I 
thought it moft convenient for fixing it, and which I 
never did, without fiift advifing with the officers who 
were in chief command, that they might be properly 
taken care of : But inftead of that, the General Holpi- 
tal was expe«n:cd to attend every movement of theirs, 
not fo much for fending their fick into it, as to claim 
fupplies fi om it, or Hofpital Surgeons to attend their 
regiments as was fomeiimes required whilft they were 
abfent, and fcattered through the neighbouring States, 
in purfuing the uniform fcheme they conftantly k^pt 
in view, of cftablifhmg Regimental Hofpitals, for which 
they explored diftant towns, and retired to ihem with 
part of their fick : ' hefe places became an alylum for 
idlenefs, riot and diffipation, for when once they got 
into fuch places, they were in no hafte to return, and 
the numbers that reforted to them, increafed amaz- 
ingly. 

On receipt of Genera! HearhV letter. I determined' 
to ride from North-Caftle to ^Peek's-KiU, to wait up- 
on him, and concert the neceffuy ftrps to be takt n, 
for accomplifhing his defire, w'lirh I 'id ; butfi'fl: I 
reprei'ented to himj how impraiTlicable the tien^n of 

having 
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having a General Hofpital there was, nnlefs convenient 
quarters were fiift in rcadinefs ; that the providing 
quarters for the reception of the men being in the 
Quarierniafter General's department, was vinder Gene- 
raT Heath's command, and not in my power ; but if he 
would undertake to give fuch orders, as would be exe- 
cuted, for the appropriating and fitting up rooms and 
births, for 300 fick, and would enforce obedience to 
the orders of Congrefs, 0(flober pth, to allow no Re- 
gimental Hofpitals in the neighbourhood of the Gene- 
ral Hofpital -, and would call on the P4egiment?.l Sur- 
geons, to remain with their refpe£tive corps, agiecabie 
to General Wafhington's pleafurc, of November 5 ; 
and to make fuch regular returns of the Tick, that I 
could know the ftate of them ; ordering fome atteo- 
.dants on the Hofpital, that would be much wanted, I ( 
would forthwith fend a detachment of the General 
Hofpital to attend his commands. I acquainted him, 
that it would anhv-r no purpofc, but to bring unmerit- 
ed reproach gn the hofpital, if Gentlemen were fent up 
10 take charge of it, and, when they came, no quar- 
ters could be had for their accommodation, or that of 
the fick*=. 

That the nature of the eftablifiiment and manage- 
ment of a Military Hofpital might be the better under- 
ftood, I drew up, November 20, an account of what- 
ever was neccffary, for providing quarters and accom- 
moda iqns, furElfliing of fupplies, apd for the regular 
admiffion, care and attendants on the lick, with the ne- 
ceffiry reports to be m:ide, from time to time, to con 
duct mitters with regularity, and to difcover who do 
their duty, and who cegleft it ; fo that if complaints 
are made of the fufferings of the fick, it may be known 
where the fault lies, and how to corrcdl it. Ihefe 1 
enclofed in my letter to him. 

In return, the General " thanked me by letter, ap 
oroved of my care and attention, and commended iii;' 

planv. 

* See my comphists on thlj hezd, psgc 45. 
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ns and dirc<rdcu,s ; and, as General Sullivan liad 
'ctore, promifcd to take care that they were, in 
y I fp;.cl c.'irritd into execution." 
i). (fj:o'i 'idams, and Doctor M linight, fucccflively 
wai cd upon Gc-ECral Heaih, by my deare, to requcA: 
that he wou.d order inch quarters, for the fick at 
Pc k s Ki I, as wcie necfffary for a General Hofpital, 

:i e to direct ; but never could be provid- ' 
i Oper accommodations, when they were 
i - were obliged to crols the Highlands, to 

cr.enty mi!eS oft, before they coui-'J meet 
wiih a»y luitable place, for the reception aud accom- 
modation ©f the iick. 

ciamours of Regimental SurgeonSj 

from want of Medicines. 
O F all the\coAi plaints that have been made in refpe^t 
to the fuffsi iags ' of the fick, none have been lb loud , 
r.nd 'claitioi ons', asrhoie proceeding from a want, cr 
pr;tc-ndcd v/zri of rneci.'cines. ' 1 proc eJ, tbcrtfoie, to 
exiurine into the nat'uie ^nd caufes of tliofe complaints, 
and i doubt not, to be able, to convince the impartial 
vvoi'^ld "and Cong-efs itldf, that whether or not the 
Gtrrlc mt-n,that com'pofe that illuft- ious body, can juft- 
)y cxcu.piite thcmlei^vs from the charge Oi neglect, in 
:ioi p vuiing thfc tfi cVffirV Juppiies of medicines, for 
the B.^ uimenial Surg'dons, ai^d fu nifning ihcm ihere- 
xvirh in ll'afon tobe of uie to them. I am free from any 
merited, blame, on that account. ' And i wifh the reader 
toiemaik that the romplaints, on account of theiuffer- 
ings of the fick, fj.om v^ant of meuiciij;s, \vcre but 
mere whiipers bcfo<"e the battle and retreat from 
Long-lfland, coiaipared to the clamours from that time 
for w aids. 

' From the day of that retreat, Auguft 28, 1776, a 
dreadtul Icene of confufion and di^oider took place, 
which, had a paiticular f^tA in disjointing all the mea- 
ftircs of the Rfgimentai burgeons,, and involving the 
' ' affairs 
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of the General Hofpital deprvrtmeat, Co far as il 
was complicated therewith, in the greatcft thfficuhies„ 
for the remainder of the year 
Thefe misrortunes were incieafed by the obftinary of 
, 4he Regiinental Surgeons in withftanding the orders of 
' Congrefs j in which they were ftill fupporttd by offi- 
cers, who, to put the moft favourable cotiftrudlion oti 
' their mc, lives, were either not acquainteai with the de- 
terminations of Congrefs relpcfting them, or not Ikil- 
ful in the (duties of Rrginrvental Surgeons, and the na- 
ture of Mi.it:^ry olpitals j or they were oving to the 
want of a p'oper arrangement in lettling the duties of 
the Regimental Suigeons, and providing them with the 
propel means of difcharging thofe r'uties. This may 
be imputed to the vafl variety of bufinefs, that con- 
ftantly occupied the Congrefs, which did not leave 
them fiiiiicient leifure to attend to them, or their not 
fuificiently underftanding the fubjtft, from the defeft 
of experience, on llie lirft raifing of an army ; whereas 
ihcy ought to have been early provided with medicines, 
inibuments and bandages, by a Continental Druggift, 
or chofen Committee, before the campaign began • 
And the militia which came late to the field, fliruld 
have been pr vided by the diftcrert States, before they 
joined the army : Some of them did not come till juft 
before, and many no.t till after the retreat from Long" 
Ifland ; and then came wholly unpvovided with thole 
articles, at a time when it was iinpoflible, if there had 
been ever To great a plenty of medicines in the hof- 
> pita! or army fuhjeifl. as both were, to continual move- 
ments, and when the officers of the hofpital were divided, 
and as bufily emp'oyed as men could be in taking care of 
thefickand woundcdjtodifpenfe them out to all applyers. 

I early forcYaw that this evil might happen, and as ear- 
ly pointed it out to the General, in the month of Fe- 
bruary, for the fake of applying a remedy, and of not 
being burdened with the charge of it, as may be feen in 
cjy letter to him, page 32. The ^o»tencs of this let- 

terp , 
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t'Cr, r aifo communicated to Congrefs, the firft oppor- 
tunityll had for doing it, in perfon, which was in June 
followino^. 

o 

And alter the retreat from Long lfland, I defcribed 
my own fituation to them, and that of the Regimental 
Surgeons, in the live ieft teims I could, praying for 
farther affiftance, and pointing out the means of ir, 
wiihout fuccefs, as my letters to different members oF 
the M Jical Committee, will abundantly prove ; but 
all my applications, on this fubjeft, were in vain. I 
never received the leaft affiftance from* them. 

In my narrative to General Waihington, from page 
7, to page 12, I have defcribied what pains f had been 
at, to aiake provifi :n of medicines, foi the Regiment- 
al Surgeons, and to have the mode of furnilhing the 
fupplies clearly and properly eftabliflied. 

I'o what I then wrote, I have now to add feme fur- 
ther obfer^-ations, to free me from any mifreprefent- 
ation, on this head. 

When I made an offlir of my beft fcrviccs to the Me* 
dical Committee of Congrefs, to fuppiy the Regiment- 
al SurgeoTis at New- York, with regimental chtfts, 
though not in my line of duty to do fo ; it was not be- 
caufe I whlied for the employ, bsing already burdened 
with m.uch more bufmefs than belonged to my place, 
but becaufe I did not find that Congrefs had taken any 
£lep for the purpofe ; and was apprehenfive, left when 
the evil ariling from thr neglect thereof, fhould be 
more fer.flbly felt and complained of, the ill confequen- 
ces of that negle6l would be charged upon me ; and I 
expected thereby to get rid of a ftill greater evil, witli 
whicT i heard I was threatened, as i told the Commit- 
tee, that of being called on to'furnifh the hofpitals and 
regiments, in the northern department, with inftru- 
ment , medicines, &c. a thing impracticable in my fi- 
tuation, and in the exhaufted ftate of America in re- 
fpeft to them. And I ftill expedled, jf Congrefs ac- 
cepted of my propofal, they would have appointed an 

apothecary 
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apothecary for the army, diftin£l from the hofpital ; of 
to have had the medicines put up at Philadelphia, in 
proper chefts for regiments, to be fent to camp,duly pre- 
pared, of which I left with the Committee a proper lift 
for the purpofe. But what is furprizing, they never 
gave me any anfwer to thefe propofals, fo that notwith- 
ftanding I engaged in the bufinefs, 1 never was proper- 
ly authorized, or affaikd for the difcharge of that fla- 
vifli employment ; although, it feems, I was anfwerable 
for the confequences of my offer, as though I had been 
enabled, in every refpeft, to perform it. 

Far be it from me, to charge the Committee with 
neglect in this buflnefs. All 1 mean is to defend my- 
felf againft any imputation. What anfwer d'd they 
ever give me on that fubjeft ^ None, except what is 
contained in a refoivc of Congrefs, July 17th, of which 
I knew nothing, till that month was nearly expired ; 
for when I was obliged by the General's order to return 
to camp, they had come to no deterrtination. Nor, 
do thole refolves enjoin it as a duty : fhey only forbid 
the Regimental Surgeons to draw any thing from the 
hofpital, except inftruments and medicines 

That it was not the intention, however, of Con- 
grefs, to give them a right to demand thefe, except, 
as mentioned in the primed letter, page 72, (a copy of 
which I had laid before the Committee in June,) in 
fmall quantities, only tofeive them till they could be 
fupplicd from any neighbouring place, is evidetit from 
the fallowing coriiideraiion. 

The Congrefs had committed their flock of medi", 
cines at Philadelphia, into the hands of Mr. William 
Smith, and by a vote of theirs appointed him Coriti- 
ncntal Druggift:, or Commiirary of Medicinal .Stores, 
for which they allowed him pay, equal to v-' -ioHars 
per month. V/hat was I to conclude from hence, but 
that the C'ongrefb had feen fir, and pre per it was it 
fhould have done it long before to relieve me from a 
tafk foreign to my Itaiionj and to piovide a perfc^n on 
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purpofc to fupply the wants of the Regimental Sur- » 
georis : And tkat this was their idea, will appear far- 
ther probable, if it miiy be fuppofed the mind of Con- 
grefs was known to one of ihcii Members, who, fome timci 
after this, in a letter he wrote to me, expreffes himfdf as 
follows : " With lefpedl to fupplying the Regimental 
Surgeons with medicines, 1 am fuliy of opinion that • 
the Dire£loiS cannot well attend to ir, but the applica- 
tion ought to be to ihemj in the fiift inftance, and they 
to fign orders on the Continental DiUggifl for fo ma- 
ny chefts as they fiValt judge necedry, and have the 
medicines •aff)rted, as they fliiM think proper." 

In REGARD TO iiisTRUMEN-fs .-, anxious to havc 
it in my puwtr to fu^ nilli the hofpitals more plentiful- 
ly, as I had found it necelTary to incieafe the number 6f 
Hofpital Surgeons and Mates, and to reciuit my ftoik 
of medicines, which was almofl wholly exhaufted of 
capital articles. I fent D' dior Binncy to Philadelphia, ' 
a gentleman of the hoipital, in whofe zeal and 
aflivity I pi ced great reliance, to forward to camp, 
with all difpaich, whit medicines I had there of ihy 
own, and as much as he could procure from Congrefs, 
for I could not be (ufficiently fupplied at New-York. 
I enjoined him to ufe the tttmoft diligence to purchale 
inftruments, if to be had, ready made, or to engage a 
woikinan t i make a great number of fets, on my ac- 
count. H' l\)on informed m^-, by letter, that there 
were no inft- uments to be purchiif d at any rate ; and 
that the only "woikman in the city that could make fur- 
geon's inftrum> nts was engaged by Mr. Marfliall, for the 
Congrefs ', AX\d that he could not undertake any work 
for fne, for a long time to come. Is not this an addi- 
tional proof 'hat Congrefs, in theii refolves ©f July 
17th, did not intend to make me anfwerable for the 
fupplying of Regimental Surg-ons, either with medi- 
cines or inftruments ; or, if it wa:s their intention that I 
fliould fu; nifh them ; why did they nor enable" me to 
do it ? Or "why did they deprive me of the means ? 

By 
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By trltich affi(^ulty. Doflor Binney, Who was detain' 
ed near a month in Philadelphia, at length feni for* 
ward fuch a fupp'y of medicines as could piocure, 
which was very different, however, fi'bm the lift I had 
fent for. which arrived at Newark but a fiiort time 
before th? retreat from Long-Ifland. It was then un- 
fafc to attempt, it not imp' adlicable to get them over to 
New- York ; on which account, till the army abandon- 
ed the city, arid the hofpital ftores were all removed 
t9 Mewark, they remained there, where they had been 
left, except fome articles which weie wanted to fupply 
the General tloipital, foi med at this time near Kings- 
bridge, towards which place the army had retieated. 
I fixed Mr. Cutting, 'iffiftant Apothecary, at Newark, 
which I confidered as the moft convenient and proper 
place at the time, for ftoiing the medidnes I had cbl- 
Icfted there, and referred fuch Regiinental Surgeons, as 
applied to m£ for tnedicines, to him. This being my 
mag:i2ine of all that were moft valuable, or meft in de- 
mand, I felt the lofs more fcnfibly, when they were ta- 
ken out of my hands, in fo irregular a manner, as I 
have already defcribcd in the fiift part of this work. 

I N no part of the x'aft variety of duty and fatigue 
that I went through, have I been fo fenfible of ill 
TREATMENT, as in what related to the fuppH'^s of 
medicines and hofpital ftores, except the more fhame- 
ful and injurious manner in which I was deprived of 
them. It is nrxr to Impoffible, to defcribe the toiis that 
inyfelf, and muft of the Gentlemen of the hofpital, 
have endured in that bufinefs and the injurious re flex- 
ions that have been caft upon mc, for conducing this 
affair, in a way the moft meritorious, is truly m.-rter 
of aftoniftimenr, and only to be equalled by the treat- 
ment I met with from Congrefs, in return for all thofe 
fervices. n 

To judge of this matter clearly, it is neceliary to call 
• mind the difficulties under which I laboured for want 
R of 
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cflf fttfficicnt help, to confider the fcarcity and value of 
medicines, and how tioublefome or impracticable to 

fjpocure them, in' quantity, in America. I found no 
arge (lock on hand, when f fir ft took charge of the 
hofpital, to fupply the vaft demands of an army, in 
i^hifh generally more Is wafted than ufcd : The ftrifteft , 
teconomy was alfo enjoined me, in fupplying the wants 
of the hofpital, however much the plan of Congrffs is 
laow changed. It is worth obferving here, that the 
firft piece of bufinefs the Congrefs employed me in, af- 
ter my appointment to the DireClor-Gencralfhip, was 
to look over a lift Of medicines made out by my prc^ 
deceflbr, and not a large one, to fupply the immediate 
wants of the hofpital : A Committee of Congrefs put 
it into my hands, not fo much, as I could underftand, 
JO add to it, if I thought neceffary, as to curtail it : 
. What was . fafd on the occafion, at leaft, looked that 
■way. With fuch views, fuch wants, and ftich cecono- 
my, demands were made on me, ^rom all quarters of 
Uhe army, zud out of the army, to diftant parts of the 
country. All the affiftance Congrefs allowed by their 
original eftablifhment to procure, afiurt, p'repaje and 
difpenfe medicines, was one apothecai y It being im- 
poffible to perform this f 1 vice, without further help, 
a mate had been emp'oyed be'ore my arrival, and an 
affiilant with little more than foldiers pay, whom I alfo 
found here on my an ival, and cnnttnucd him in hisp'ace, 
without being allowed any ©thej help, till the ycat was 
almoft over ; when the Congrefs by their third lefoive 
of O£lober 9, 1776, at once, enjoined me to furnilh 
fuch further quantities of medicines and bedding, as I 
might judge expedient, and impowered another, at the 
fame time, to deprive me of whatl had, with toil and 
fatigue immenfe, collected, and faved from deftru<flion. 

To be ordered by the General to colltft medicinal 
^lores. in the manner already mentioned, and to be 
abufed and calumniated for performing that duty ; and 
aft«r fupplying cbefts to five battalions at Bofton. near 

fifty 
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fifty at NeW'York, and fcnr twenty more to the nor- 
thern department, and fui'nifhed the hofpitals at Long- 
Ifland, Nsvv-York, Newark, HackinfaCk^ and Kin^- 
biidge ; and when I n:iade demands on the Continental 
Druggift, for a fmall fupply, to ailort what remained oa 
hand, not to be furnilhcd with that neceffary fupply, 
was hard to be born : A.nd yet to be baited Uke a bear 
at the (lake, with incelTant demands, and made refpon- 
fible for the clamours of the Regimental Surgeons, for 
all the wants of new troops daily arrivmg, without fup* 
plies, and for the fuffc;rings of the iick, arifing from 
their oppofition to General Orders ; and - fo artfully 
excited that if I was it the General Hofplcal, crys were 
raifed becaufc I was not at camp, and if at camp, that 
they could not meet me at the General Hofpital, was 
not lefs intolerable. Tiie fame nojfe pervaded from the 
remoteft towns in the neighbouring States, to which 
the Regimental Surgeons had conveyed the fick, beyond 
the reach of relief, to terrify and alarm the country. 
Nor were thefc circunfftaaces fufficient to fill up the 
m-afure of my diftrefs. The moft affj^iing reprefent- 
ations were made to the General, from the diftance of 
fevcral hundred miles, afcribing the misfortunes of the 
army, ready to mutiny at the northward, to me, when 
I had early acquainted Congrefs with their filiation, 
and prayed for relief for them in vain, although no 
part of my care. And notwithftanding I had feni them 
what I could fpare from my own ftock, and officers to 
affift them, at the earneft reqoell: of the director ; I 
never met with the leaft acknowledgment for thefe fcr- 
viccs from the Congiefs. but, on the contrary, the 
ftrangeft and mod: uncival returns from the Secretary^ 
only for prefum.ing to inc^uire of him, concerning the 
nature of the appointments Congrefs had made in fome 
other departments, for the care of the firk, rhat % 
might the better underftand, and undeiftanding, better 
perform my own duty. Can there be a more ftriking 
|nO-ancc of ingratitude than I have met in the whole Q| 

my- 
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mv treatm»nt^ where the obligations to ffiew mf a very 
T^iifeivBt une. for my attentioa to, and" for the manner 
•Dchar^iiig my truft, were neither fmali oof 
few, ■ ' > 

• fliall he? e i elate an inflance of infolcnt and injurious 
treaimtnt ^ met with, for what I had not (done, in 
plate ot thanks for what I had done to ferve the nor» 
the n depu i fuenr |t is contjin. d in a letter from a ' 
certain Parlon Davi ! \vrjy to Do£lor Lind, and for- 
wai i;ca by him ") the Gcntrai in September laft i in 
which, jUer gwing a hig!'. wrought delcripuon of the 
fufF lings of ihi fick at the lakes, for want of medi- 
cines he in'rodutts t? 's viiulent afperfion : Men of 
chict conGderation,' ((ays h< ) aie moiC than unca- 
fy'oti this head and d'o not hditat-; to Ipeak fieclyof 
fiift rate ch i -ftets, as tht. authors of thofc calami'ics, 
fome blaming the Congref? and feme the Suigeon-Gc« 
ncal. (meaning the Din ilov-Gen-ral) of the Ameri*- 
can A. my and feme the Diie^lor < f thf Northern De« 
pcsrtment. For my part, rontinncs this reverend ca- 
lumniator, r will not Iriy which of them is the mofl: 
guil'y. but this 1 will affirm, that great guilt lies at 
fc ma one's door." Srrarge that a pieacher of the 
gofpel which breathes charity to all, and efpecially to 
ftrangers, ftiould carry the poifon of afps under his 
tongue, and f'pout forth his venom at this indifciimihate 
rate, againfl pt i fons whom he kiiows little of, as is the 
cafe at le^it of one that had nothing to do in this 
matter, but as an aft of cxt^ a-ofEcial ben volencc, and 
who, though npprcfltd. as he was, wi h the greatnefs * 
of his own bu'di n, ftrove to n itigate and lighten that 
cf others ! And fuck are the grateful returns made to 
hiai for it. 

B U T a circHmftance that happened at that time, 

^hich I think of the mod confcquence to explain ful- 
ly to thcpiiblic is the Ri: M' VAL of part of the Hospi- 
tal SroiBs from New-York to Stamford, previous to 
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ihe evacuation of Long-Ifland, and from thence to the 
interior parts of Conntfticut ; as this tranfaftion was 
laid hold of as a handle of cenfure againft me. and 
induced the Gcneial, by one c<{ his aids, to wiitt to, 
and acquaint me with the miJerabli iituation to vhich 
the fick were reducefl, and the clamouis excited, as it 
was allcdged (but without leafon ) fot want of nitdi- 
cines, asietfoithin my nanativc, page i2» and 13, 
I (hall now prove the truth of whar I there allfdgid ; 
that it was by his Excelltncy's cwn oider, that I fliip* 
ped the ftores which were <trt fo btamford ; and the 
fending them from thence farther iniiird, was by his 
commands, of which I had no knowledge at the time, 
whence the GcHeral himlclf, and tvcry other reafona« 
ble perfon, muft be fo far from condemning, that thejf 
cannot, in juftice, but approve my cpndiidt. 1 his ac- 
count will likcwife evince the imprafticability of what 
he afterwards infifted upon I (hould comply with im- 
mediately ; but v.'ill fliew, at the fame time, that it was 
undertaken with all diligence, and executed with all 
poffibie dilpatch. 

Sanguine as the generality of men unexperienced in 
military operations wcre> that the ftrength of our 
works, and fo large an army as we had, were lufiicient 
to defend New- York, againft all the force that could be 
brought againft it ; others, of better underftanding and 
cooler judgment, had great abatements in their belief of 
it. At any rate, they concluded it was very pcflible 
the town might be deftroyed by the fhipping, whether 
a landing was effe£led or not. Had a fhell fallen a- 
mongft the combuftible articles of medicines, the 
whole might be deftroyed, to the irreparable lols of the 
army. 1 therefore afked the Genet al what he thought 
of removing thofe ^articles that could be btft fpared 
for the prelent, and mentioned Stamford, as a place to 
which they might be eafily tranfported by water, and 
from whence they might, at any p-oper time, when 
wanted, be brought back either by water or land. He 
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QOt on!y approved of the propofitioo for their reniQf 
val, but ordered it ta be carried into execution, as ex- 
peditioufly as 1 corld. Aj. this time, being tlie month 
of Auguft, I had as! imagined, lupplied almoft every 
regiment in the aimv. with medicine chefts : But frefli 
demands occu ring eveiy day, and the wsnt of a tranl- 
port vcffel, imp ded the performance of the General's 
commands, for iorae weeks. 
■ Ii bei ig ill the mod violent heat of fummer, and fo 
I the fels w-inred, I ordered the greater part of the rugs 
and blankets, the neweft and beft becding, of which I 
had colie(5lej a vry large ftock, and a thoufund flieers 
of which I had lately got to the amount of near two 
thoufand, many of them new, and a number of new 
fhirts, at New-Tork, to be fet apart for the purpofe ; 
and a large quantity of heavy hofpital furniture, fome 
of the largelt beil metal and iron mortars, a number of 
crates of >viais and gaily pots, the largeft bottles, with 
the moft bulky .articles, and tliofe in the leafl demand, 
as fome hogfiisads and caflcs oi cafcarilla.aRd other fuch 
^ particulars as we could beft fpare,, to accompafiy them. 
Xo thefe, I ordered a fhare of whatever wc had in fo 
great a plenty, as not to fear being foon deAi uteof 
them, to be added, with a fmall alTbrimeut of chofen 
medicines, to be made up. and kept together in one 
or two fuitabie boxes, as a referve, mjft likely to be 
wanted, and the mofteafily to be got at, on any preffing 
I _^ccallon In the mean while, the Britifli troops landed 
nt Long-Ifl and, and many officers and fome Surgeons, 
perhaps the very men, who were afterwards foremoft 
in the" clamour, for want of medicines, came to the hof- 
pital, and»expreffing their apprehenfions for the fafety, 
took upon them to be very importunate for the renao- 
val of the hofpital ftores. I met the Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, and told him in what ftate th^y v/ere, and as re- 
ports of fome fr'gites being ihortly expelled to appear 
in the found prevailed, I propofed, once more, to know 
che General's mind, with regard to the removal of the 
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i^ores : He told me he had heard the General exprels 
Jsimfelf on the fubjeft very lately, with willies of their 
being gone ; whereupon he, believing it to be fo, in- 
formed him of fuch his afllirance, that they were alrea- 
dy lent away and urged me to lofe no time to have it 
done. A imall tranfport being forthwith engaged, the 
abovementioned ftoics, amounting to eighteen tons, 
were immcidiateiy put on boaid, and fent off, under !he 
care of Dudtor Ledyard, of the hofplral ; they were 
fafely landed at Stamford, and committed to the care 
of John Lloyd, Efq-, of that place, who ftored them 
in his own houfe. 

An apprehenfion and alarm prevailing foon a'"ter, 
that the enemy were about to make a iudden defcenc 
upon that place, and might delf roy the ftoves if not re- 
moved farther from the found ; Mr. Lloyd wrote to 
the General on the f.ibjciSl, and received his. commands 
. in return j- in purfuance of which the Committee had 
them removed further into rhe interior country, and 
particularly the mofl valuable were conveyed to no* lefs 
a diftance than fifty milfs, for fafety ; ofwhicli,! liad 
no notice at the time, but have fince obtained a copy of 

V the General's order for their removal, and a certificate 
from the Committee at Stamford, of their removal, in 

• virtu^of the General's fald order, contained in the fol- 
iovring letter. 

To J ® H N L t o Y D, Ef'juire^ at Stamford. 

S I P», Neiv-Torky y^ugt{/i 2U '77<^- 

IH A V E it in command from his Excellency Ge- 
neral WalhingtOn, to .acknowledge your favour cf 
this date, and to requeft, in his name, that you will ap- 
ply to the Committee of Stamford for affiftanre, to »c- 
move the ftores in your pofJlfiion, to fuch p ace or 
ces as you and they may judge necelTary for their fe- 
cuiity. Whatever cxpcnces ftiall attend their removal, 
will be puntftuaily paid, as foon as the bill thereof is 
rendered. As theft; ftores are of gicu ufe, an^ mav 
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be of the utmoft confequence, and things are fo cir- 
cumftanced here, that pei lens and carnages, proper to 
convey them, canaot be fent } his Excellency is hope- 
ful you wiW excufe this trouble, and that yours and the 
Committee's kind exertions, will moft readily be em- 
ployed upon this occafion. 

1 am. Sir, your moft obedient Servant, 

ROB. H. HARRISON, Secrciafy. 

A true Copy, John Lloyb. 

Long-Tfland was abandoned to the Britifli troops, 
3 days before the date of the above Jetter ; and in Icfs 
than 3 weeks more, New-Yoik alfo fell into their 
hands. With difficulty could the remaining hofpital 
{lores be faved, by tranfporting them, over the North 
River to the Jerfeys, and thence to Newark. And yet 
it was within ten days, from that time, and whilft 1 was 
taking mtafures to overlook and put in order the medi- 
cines, and to get a frefh lift of capital articles, wanted to 
affort them, that, owing to the clamours beforemen- 
tioned,f I received that fevere and unmerited reprehen- 
lion, quoted in my narrative, page 13. 

1 wrote to Philadelphia f«r medicines, but could get 
hone, or next to none. The Gentlemen, to whom I 
wrote, acquainted me their ihops were exhatifted. From 
the Continental Druggift I obtained a very fmali iupply 
indeed, with a proper apology for it. 

U»der all tbefe difficulties, I did not ilacken my en- 
deavours to obtain a fupply. I fent through the dif- 
ferent States of New-England, and applied, in perfon, 
to the State of New- York, at Fiflti-Kills, and. not 
long after, had hofpitals eftablilhcd at Stamford and 
Norwalk, well fupplied with niedicines and other ftores, 
the former of which, received into it above i2,oo pa- 
tients, who were comfortably provided for, under the 
circ of Doftor Philip Turner, moft of whom recover- 
ed i and the latter above 700, under the care of Uo^or 
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^ iftis ; both of whom furniflied, from the liofpical, 
all Regimental Surgeons who applied, with whatever * 
medicines they called for. to the full of their demands. 
By the exacleft accounts and returns of the pati<;nts re- 
ceived into the holpital at Stamford, fiom November 
5tb, to the time of my difmillion being known there, in 
Februaiy following, the amount was near thirtetu 
hundred, of whom the number, remaining in the hol- 
pital, was then reduced to twenty-tive. in all. Doctor 
Euftis informed me, that upwards of fevcn liandred 
lick and wounded were well providi.:d tor, by means 
with which I had ruliiciently furnifhtil him, whom he 
was enabled to attend, m.uch to their liuisirailion ^ and 
that when he left Norwaik, in IVlarch, lhe:iiiimber re- 
maining \vas reduced v.- eight or ten. 

The Govf R\oR of Connecticut has alfo r-- 
voured me with the following telHmoni.^l of mv ■ 
cation to him for aCftancc, a.,U of ih^. . - 
of it. 

BE IT KNOWN, 

That in the beginning of Cclober. 1776, "Dcffcr 
John Morgan, then Dire£ior- General of the Hc/'pitaJs, 
of the American Army, made application to me, by 
letter,~For my aflllliance, in fupplying the troops of the 
State of Connedlicut, with medicines and other necef- 
faries for their fick ; mentioning the general want there- 
of, and his inability (without fome aid of this kicd) ro 
anlwer the numerous demaiu!? daily made on fim, 
* and the confequcat difirefs of the fick and wounded of 
the army. In compliance with which /ecjuefr, I im- 
m.ediat?ty fcnt Doilor Philip Turr-er, with a quantity 
of -nccellary articles to his affiflance, and by this means 
the complaints of the foldiery v?erc greatly lefllned. 

JONATHAN TRUMBULL, Gover- 
nor of the ii.tate of Connecticut. 

.LeS-i'ic;-:, j^^ni 7, 1777.. - . ■ _ 
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WERE it ncceffary to produce other evidences of 
ihe pains I took to acquaint Congrefs of the fufFering 
condition of the fick, I could refer to a number of let" 
ters 1 have written to feveral of the members, contain- 
ing a particular hiftory of the movements of the hof- 
pitals and He k, during the isvhole campaign, parficu- 
larly to Mr. Gerry, Member for MalTachufetts-Bay, 
and Do<Slor Rufli, of Philadelphia, and efpecially in a 
letter I wrote to the former, Oftober 6th. 

In that letter I informed him *' of the great cla- 
mours that prevailed, at the time, amongft the Pvegi- 
mental Surgeons, bccaufe they could not be fupplied 
with every thing they wanted, from the General Hofpi- 
tal, of which I /»ave him a full and juft reprefentation. 
It contained, likewife, a long and particular relation of 
all my proceedings in the care of my department, from 
the time I entered into the fervicc, to that period, con- 
formable to what I have delivered in my narrative to 
General WaOiington. I pointed out to him the ftate of 
the Regimental burgeons, ever fince I entered into the 
fervice,and the deftitute condition they were in, at my firft 
arrival in the army, in refpe£l to all forts of ftores, in- 
flruments and medicines. I acquainted him with the 
pains I had been at, to furnifh them with neceflarics, 
and the extent to which I had done it, with my appli- 
cations to the General and Congrefs to fettle the chan- 
nels of fupply, and with th« applications to me fromCa■^ 
nada, for that purpofe. I let him know, that I had fent 
cff to the amount of twenty regimental chcfts, for the > 
troops at Lake George and Albany, befidcs what I had 
fent to General Gates at Ticonderoga, (exclufivc of be- 
twixt forty and fifty regimental medicine chefls, fup- 
pliefil to the forces under the immediate command of 
General Wafhington,) and acquainted him with what 
bad been fent by the General's order to Stamford." 
, ** I further gave him as cxaft a dcfcription, as it was 
ifj my power, of the flate of the fick and wounded, 
and of the unufual complaints amongfl the militia ; of 
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the continual vicIlRtudc in the ftatc of the fick, frooi 
the various movements of the army, and confequcnt 
fhiftings of the hofpital ; and of thedifficuhies to which 
this reduced the officers employed in attending it ; of 
the neceflity we were under to remove the ftores an4 
Cck to Newark *, and the obftaclcs we had to overcome, 
under many inconveniences, to convey them to a place 
offafety, and to provide them with quarters •, and with» 
all, I told him of the unruly behaviour of the furgeons 
of the militia regiments, and their tumultuous appli- 
cations for medicines ; and informed him how widely 
they were fcattercd through the country j of the dcfer- 
tion of fomc of the Regimental Surgeons, and the calls 
on the Mates of the Hofpital to fupply their places." 

" I concluded my letter to him with the following 
obfcvvations : Upon the whole matter, it ap- 
peared to me, that a general miftake prevailed concern' 
ing the duty of the Regimental Surgeons, and the man- 
ner in which they ought to be furnifhcd with inftru- 
ments, medicines and neceflary (lores. I gave it as my 
opinion, in the moft exprefs terms, that they ought 
not to depend on the General Hofpital for them, be- 
caufe, in its prefent exhauftcd condition, and the loofc 
fhate in which every thing was, from the fcattered con- . 
^ition of the fick, and the vaft variety of duty, and 
infinite fatigue of the department, it was impofiible for 
me to furnifh the Regimental Surgeons, and not eflen- 
tlally injure, or totally overthrow the General Hofpi- 
tal. And obfervcd to him, that whilft there was fuch. 
a limitation in the number of furgeons and other offi- 
cers in the hofpital, and the Regimental Surgeons could 
claim any right to depetld upon it for fupply of what 
they required, it muft foon be entirely exhaufted of the 
means of anfv^/ering its defign, and be rendered wholly 
ufelefs. I therefore recommended to Congreis,.the ap- 
pointment of proper perfons. to look out, anc^ purchafe 
medicines fufficisnt for a flore to be formed at Phila- 
delphia, fi-ORi whence '.vhat might be wanting for regl- 
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mental ufe, could be fent up in proper chcfts to every 
• Regimental Surgeon, as his occafions requirt-d." 

fhus, 1 obierved, being fomewhat more difengaged 
ffom the preftnt innumembie calls on rnc, that were 
foreign to my duty,"! fliould enjoy more leifure for 
^vhat were pi oper to iny flation, and then would Iketch 
cut lome further plan for the better government of the 
Geneiai flofpital and Regimental Surgeons, aud the ' 
btft means of furnifliing the needful lupplies." And, 
/oon after, I fent fuch a lift of medicinar ftores and 
iurgepns inftruments, Sec. as I concluded would be nc- 
ceiTaiy for an army of 20,000 men, for a twelvemonth, 
including both hofpitals and regiments. 

I accordingly drew up the above mentioned plan in a 
few days after, by the General's Orders ; which being 
.fjrft fubmitted to his remarks, and thofe of Lord Ster- 
ling, and of General M'Dougall, as it was agreed up- 
on, was then forwarded fhortly after, by General 
M'Dougall, to General Green, that his remarks being ' 
added, it might be returned to me, wiih all difpatch, 
10 compare the whole, and revifc it for laying before 
Khe Congrefs. 

As General Green had fliewn fo much zeal in the 
?,ffair, and had made fuch warm reprefentations, fuc- 
ceilively, to General Wafhington, and to the Prtfident 
of the Congrefs, on the fubjccl, fetting forth, that if 
the prcfen: evil was not quickly remedied, it would fa- 
tally injure the fervice ; 1 did not doubt, that he would 
give it all poffible difparch, and fend it to me, fo loon 
as he could examine it. But although I wrote, and; , 
fent meffage after meil.ig'", I could never get it again, 
till a few days before Chriftmas, when I called onjhim 
for it, in perlbn, and received it, without the benefit of a 
fingle obfervation of his, to accompany its return. 
However, I fat down, fo foon after as J could, and rc> 
ducedlhe whole into eight, articles, vphich I cnclofed to 
Mr. Samuel Adams, to lay before Congrefs, with two 
ihejsts of paper, containing reniaiks, axid r •'^""u- infup- 
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nort of them. Of thefe. together with what I had 
ommunicated to the Coa:iiTiittee, at my conference 
with them in Jnnp, and to feveral of the Members, 
in my letters to the Prefident and others,- 1 find they 
have not diidained to make great ufc, in the arrange- 
ments which have fince taken place, on a very large 
fcale, and efpecially in what related to the arrangement 
of the fupciior officers, and the fubordination they 
^ have traced out in the departmeat. 

I have not mentioned Gen. Green's omiffion to per- 
foi m what he undertook, from believing it to be volunta- 
ry ; but as feme perfons, who having no better reafon 
at hand to affign for my removal, have, it fcems, charg- 
ed me, with having promifed to kiy Tome plan before 
Congrefs, for better regulating the department, and 
having then neglt£led it for near three months, during 
v/hith time^ many of the evils complained of, continued 
^without rtdrefs, 1 thought it became me to give a true re- 
lation of the caufe of that delay, fofaras it refpefted 
mvfeif. I doubt not General Green's being able to 
give fuch fubftantial reafons for his delaymg to peiform 
iiis p'. onr.i'c, ns will be fully fatisfac^tory : But as that 
regirds him more than mvfell-', I leave it to him to 
ftatc this matter as he pleafes, if he fhould chance to 
think the taking notice of it at all, to be worthy 
of his aueation. 

B li S I D E S the afore-defcribcd letter to Mr. 
Gerry, written with a view to give Congvefs all necef- 
f V nformation of the ftate of my department, r.nd 
( y ihifig that had a relaiion to it, to awaken their 
tention to the ftate of the fick and P^egimental Sur- 
geons, as well as the hofpital department, to make what 
reftirmations and amendments in it they thought pro- 
per, I wrote a Utter to Dr. Ruflr, a Member of tiie 
Medical Committee ; and from the fame motive, my 
anxiety on account of the iaffcrings of the fick, to 
roufe the attention of Congrefs to make t^iis matter a 

ferious 



i i4i J 



■ferious fubjsfl, before they fhould be compelled to do 
it, from being overtaken with thole calamities which 
too foon after came on, and, with the rapidity of a tor« 
rent, fwept aw:^y many hundreds, if not thoufands, in- 
to the ocean of eternity. 

Although it is a long letter, and contains repetitions 
of mattei:s, lome of which I have already mentioned, 
mere than once 5 yet on that very account, of their be- 
ing repetitions, they have their ule ; and the leYjgth of 
my letter, at a time when I had fo ipuch to claim my 
attention, is a proof that my mind was deeply engaged 
in the fubjeft : They carry with thenxthe moft convin- 
cing evidence, that if the fick fuffcred, as they indifputr 
ably did, more than might be expected, had the Con- 
grcfs done their part, either in making the neceflary 
provifion, before the campaign began, or underftsosl 
how to regulate matters rightly at firft j or had been 
as attentive, in applying feafonable remedies, as I was, 
to point out the dilbrders and means of rcdrefs, it was 
net owing to any neglcdt of mine, or any fault that I 
iiave yet been reproached with, from want of expe-"- 
rience or abilities for the tafk, or of zeal and activity 
in difcharging my duty : But of this, let the impartial 
judge. The letter is as foUuws : 

Doacr BENJAMIN RUSH. 
Member of the Medical Committee of CONGRESS. 
Sir, Hackinfack, 061. 20, 1776. 

BY command of General VVafhington, all the flck 
and wounded, both in the General Hofpital, and 
tiiofe remaining under the care of Regimental Sur- 
geons, are removed within the/e two days, to this fide 
the ri^er, and chiefly in this neighbourhood : They 
amount to feveral hundreds, in addition to about 300 
who were before removed to Newark, and 4 or 500 in 
Orange County. I have neither Commiffary near at 
band, nor Quaitermaftsr, and brou'^Ut with me only 
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three Mates : Ortc Surgeon who was to follow, Is hoTJrlf 
expeftsd. The General's commands were to leave a rc* 
fpcftable body of Surgeons and Mates above Kingforidge* 
a general aclion being daily expefted, as the whole force 
of the enemy is drawn to that quarter. So foon as I 
get this part of the General Hofpital into order and re- 
gularity, I am to returoj and provide accommodations 
it the White Plains, for which indeed I gave the necef- 
fary ©refers before I came over, that in cafe the commu- 
nication by the North-River fliould be cut off, for a 
while, which no doubt the enemy mean to attempt, 
fuitablc provifion may be made for the wounded, flaould 
there be a g-'neral a£iion, which is daily expcdcd. I 
wrote to Mr. Gerry, giving an account of the ftate of 
the hofpital, fince the affair of Long-Ifland which I 
xAfh you to fee. My anxiety to preferve hofpital ftores 
occafioned my removal of the heavy articles to Stam- 
ford. v.'hich I eftlfted, juft in time to prevent their fall- 
hig iiito the enemy's hands. Great part of v/hat re= 
mained at New- York, were again divided, part to be 
removed to Kingfbridge, vcith the Hofpitrdl Sui geons and " 
Mates, who remained with the army; the reft to be 
fent with the fick to Newark. In packing and unpack- 
ing m.edicines, and dealing them out, with other hofpi- 
tal ftorcs, to Regimental Surgeons and Mates, near one 
half of our mates of the hofpital have been employed 
the whole fummer and autumn, to this time, to the 
mere fubverfion,and almoft total deftrn(Stiori,of the Ge- 
neral Hofpit&l. We are now fcarcely any thing more 
than col'edlors and retailers to Regimental Surgeons and 
Mates ; and the ftores are fo divided, ^afled, and diffi- 
pated, that without a new arrangement, and abundant 
more affiftancc than we hav(», or can have, or the hos- 
pital continuing fixed in one place, we fhall IhoTtly be 
incapable of yielding any affiltancc at all. 'The greatcft 
difficulty is the fupplying medicines to the wh ok, army. 
Think hov7 I came to have th?t charge, in rcidicion to 
my duty as Direcior-Geaer?.^ &c. and that it was only 
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defigned as a temporary expedient ; and confidcr the 
difficulties and inconveniences of continuing to execute 
it, and you muft Toon be convinced how imprafticable 
it is for me to anfwer the intention. When I firfl: ar- 
rived in the arrtiy, I found the Regiment?.! iSurgeons de« 
flitute of medicines, inftrliments, andbanc^ngts ; there- 
fore a ufelefs fct, in ca'.e of ailion. I repvcfented this 
to General Walhington, and pointed exit to him the ne- 
ceffity of every regiment being fupplied, the fufuing 
campaign, with a medicine cheft for the whole year : 
But where to get the medicines was the cjut f^ion, or 
who was to fit out the Surgeons. I recommended an 
application to Congrefs, to employ fome one in Phila- 
delphia, to provide chefts for each regiment. "Whilflf 
matters were under confideration, Bofton was evacuated 
by the Britifli troops : By dint of unwearied afhduity, 
I collected a great number of blankets, beds and rugs, 
which had been left, by the Britifh army, in hofpltals, 
I;)arracks, and in the river : I had them waflied, and 
made fit for ufc By the General's Orders J took pof- 
fcflion of a large Druggift's lliop, and a Onall one of a 
private pradtiiioner, after they were gleaned of capital 
articles, as camphor, rhubarb, bark, opium, Sec. The 
General concluding it would be a means of fupplying 
the regiments, as well as General llofpital, ordered me 
to purchale fuch articles as were wanted, and as I could 
get, and make out chefts for every i-egi-ment, in the ar- 
my which be commanded : This made it late before I 
could get to New-York, and above half the mates were 
employed, in packing and accompanyitig the medicines 
to New-York. Hearing, on my arrival, that the Con- 
grcfs had a .large affbrtment of medicines at Philadcl' 
phia, and being called upon by the furgeons,iri the nor- 
thern department, to fupply them, I haflened to PJiila- 
delphia to confer with a Committee of Congrcfs, and 
have my duty better afcertained : I found that of a va- 
luable aflbrtrrtent of capital articles, which the Congrefs 
had purchafed, there had been confider?ble deductions 
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for the ntc of the fouthcrn armyjind part fold, as if the 
quantity was greater than was required for public ufe : 
On which I rcprefcnted to the Committee the neccffity 
of hufbanding the ftock well. I begged that a fhare 
might be appropxnated for the ufe of the army under 
General W alhington, and undertook to furniih for the 
prcfent cainpaign, the regiments of that army, wltla 
chefts for the campaign, not imagining they would ex- 
teed the number of 40 regiments, efpecially as the Flying 
Camp was to form a I'cparate department •, and was fearful 
left, if regiments were unequally ferved, great partof the 
Surgeons would be deftitutcand ufelcfs. To make out the 
better, I bought up all the valuable articles I could meet 
T/ith at New-York, and elfewhere : Befidcs 5 regi- 
ments which I fupplyed with chefts at Bofton, and 20 
to the northward, I fupplyed, from the beginning of Ju- 
ly to the middle of Auguft, above 40 chefts. Then 
fielh demands came from hofts of militia, the numbers 
countlefs, who joined the army, deftitute of every thing 
neceffary for fick and wounded, as inftrumenis, ban- 
dages, cr medicines : They demanded even their provi- 
lIoss,as wcl! as medicines^from me, and our whole force 
of Surgeons and Mates were chiefly employed to furnifh 
the Regimental Surgeons : The labour was too great, 
the tafk beyond our abilities, for medicines became more 
fcarce every day, and our ftores diffipated. The mak- 
ing provifion, to fave part of our ftores, before the af- 
fair of Long-Ifland, and the confufion in which we 
have been ever flnce, moxing about by detachment ; 
the fick fcattered, under the care of Picgimental Sur- 
geons, for a tra£t of 30 miles and upwards ; only one 
apothecary being allowed ; ho Icifure for either him or 
me to leave the army, a.nd look out for fupplics ; ^nd 
none to be got for writing, or next to none i the wound- 
ed requiring our care ; defthute of help from Qnarter- 
maftcrt and Commiffaries, when removed to a diftance ^ 
All coi-cur to fhew that the refolve of Congrcfs, that 
the Directors ihall fupply medicines to the P.eginwrntai 
T burgeons, 
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Surgeons, 'vs a thing impoffible, at leaft in my depart- 
ment, for any length ot time, unlefs I am iJlowcd lo 
leave the camp,and range through the different StateSjCr 
rather to employ a variety of pcrfons for that purpole. 
lhave repreicnted the raattof to the General, and now 
hope the Congrefs will take it into confideration. I 
have been reduced to the neceflity of fending a furgeon 
to proceed through New*England, to coUedt medicines, 
as Doftor Sti'lnger is gone in perfon, for his depart- 
ment. I have wrote to Governor Trumbull and the 
Aflcmbly of Conneilicut, for their affiftance to the 
State of New- York for help ; fent for and iffiicd out all 
my own flock cf medicines ; purchafed from public bo- 
dies, and private practitioners ; wrote to Mr Bafs, Mr. 
Smith and others : All is infufficient. I fhall make out 
another lift, and fend to Mr. Smith ; but I fear much 
that I fhall not get what I want, in Philadelphia : It is 
diftreffing to the laft degree, to be harrafled with fuch 
unceafing clamorous demands, for what I neither have, 
nor can get ; and if 1 had them, I have not help fuffi- 
':ient to ifluc them out, it being as much as two or three 
perfons can do to prepare, and iffue out medicines for 
•he fickin the General Hofpital, diffufed as ours is, and 
iiecelTHrily fo. 

General Wafliington has ordered me to draw up a 
plan for the government of the General Hofpital, and 
of the Regimental Surgeons, fuch as I think praiHiicablc 
in the execution, and bcft calculated to anlwer the dc* 
fign of both : I prefented him with a rough fketch, 
which he has exaaiined, and made his remarks : ' 
Lord Sterling has done the fame ; and it is now in the 
hands of General M'Dougall ; audit is to pafs rhiough 
General Green's , then to undergo correiftions and a- 
tnendmcnts, to lay before the Congrefs, for which this 
may prepare you. 

This minute 1 learn, that the Britifli troops have with- 
drav/ix hoai Frog's-Poiot ; ate landed at New IlochcU ; 

a 
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a general a^lIoQ is hourly cxpefted ; an iraportaat event, 
on which much depends. 

I'he defign of this letter is, principally, to prepare the 
attent'on of Congref* to the' affairs of my department. 
We want rags, old lianer bandages, lint, tow, thread, 
»cedks and pins, &c, not to be got here. 

Would it not be worth i. iou of a Committee of 

Congrefs, or fome a£li\'e Membcre, to fet fome inhabi- 
tants of the city to coUe£t thefe, and other ncceflarjr 
articles, and fend off with difpatch. They cannot come 
too foon, or in larger quantity than fufficient. The 
hofpital has been drained by fupplying Rcgmiental Sur-f 
geons. Wemuft depend on the public to furnifh frcfh 
liipplies : They are not to be got here : I am over- 
ivhelmed with bulinefs j I cannot leave the hofpital to gp 
in fearch of thtm. Inov; give notice of my difficulties ^ 
wJjilc lean, in time, that in cafs of falling fhort of thf 
quantity of thofe neceffarieSy I rr.ay not be blamed for the 
impojjibility of colle5ling thsm. 

I ftiall inclofe you a ift of medicines wanted forfuch 
an army as General Wailiington's, which I conceive to 
be rather moderate than extravagant. Without fo ca- 
pital a ftock is provided in time, we {hall be unfurnjflie4 
for another campaign : Nor do I think it fufficient for 
more thanflxfuch months as the laft. Judge then whether 
it will not be neceflary to employ ConamilTaries to pur-^ 
chafe medicines ; to prepare them before they come to 
the army ; to provide a place of faftry, at a proper dif- 
tance from danger, and not fubjcft to continual move- 
ments" ; to have an Apothecary for the army or regi- 
ments, diftinft from the Hofpital ^1 pothecary, and 
irniies and labourers to aflaft in iiiuing them out, when 
Vfitnted, to the refpe£live Surgeons. I remain, 
Sir, your moft humble Servant, 

JOHN MORGAN. , 

The Public may deure to know what was the effect 
«f the above rcprefsEtation aod earneft application for 

fOlTJC 
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fomc relief There are few, pcrhajjs, but rcadilf cow- 
dude, that this notice of my diAculties produced im- 
mediate and powerful affiftance j or, that the Congreft 
did me ample juftice, in exculpating me from all cen* 
fure and blame for want ofjHb Quite the contrary of 
all this is the faft. No m||||^notice was taken of this 
information, that ever came to my knowledge, than if 
?t were a tale of what happened in ages pail, that did 
BO ways concern ourfelves. 

When the remnant of the army that retreated from 
^Prunfwick bad croiTed the Pclawarc, I proceeded to 
Philadelphia, to wait on Congrefs, and to lay matters 
before them in perfon, for fuch regulations for the bet- 
ter care of the lick and wounded, as were fuitableto the 
occafion, and to obtain an explanation and amendment 
of the refolves of Congrefs, Oftober pih. I met Doc- 
tofl" Rufb in the ftrect, and attempted, for a moment, to 
detain him, till I could acquaint him with the prcfent 
circumftanccs, and fituation of affairs : He gave me no 
time : All he faid was, that *' he was glad I was come ; 
it would take a great burdcH from his Ihoulders," and 
paffed on. When ! afterwards called upon him, at his 
♦ houfe, to reprefcnt matters to him there, as^a Member 
of the Medical Committee, for relief ; thc~fum of his 
anfwer was, that *' he would not, for ten times the con* 
iideration; through the amazing toils and difficulties 
©f my ftation." But inftead of relief from the difficul- 
ties and h^rdfliip of my fituation, all the returns I re-^^ 
ceived from Congrefs, are complaints dilregarded, griev- 
ances unredreficd,and, without an hearing, and without 
affigning a reafon, a difmiffion from thy ftation, as if 
Congrefs intended to £x a fligma on my character. But 
however hidden the motives for fuch conduft are, a 
day may come, when thefe will be fully underftood. 

rhe fame Gentleman who then felt, or feemed to feci 
for my lituation, having fince accepted a place, near of 
kin to that which he then fo earncftly deprecated, may 
perhaps remember it. I can truly fay, fhowld he afpire 

tOj 
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to, or hereafter erjoy, that very place, I 60 not wiik 
him the ill-treatment and ingratitude for his fcrvices ii^ 
it, which I have experienced. 

TO SHEW how difficult it was for me to re- 
ceive any exafl information from Congrefs, on fuch 
particulars as I conceived it neceflary to know, I need 
only acquaint the reader with the following particu- 
lars. 

Being applyed to by Doftor Potts, who afted in the 
charafter of Director in a feparate branch of the nor- 
thern departmsnt, to fend him proper perfons, to affift 
him, otherwife it would not be in his power to dif- 
charge the truft repofed in him, I nominated two gen- 
tlemen for th^t purpofe, in the quality of a Surgeon, 
and Apothecary to that part of the hofpiial. 

As other demands of that fort might be made upoa 
me, I wrote to Mr. Charles Thomfon, Secretary, re- 
quefting him to acquaint me, from the Journals of the 
Congrefs, whether the nomination of Stirgcons to fill 
up vacancies, in any part of the General Hofpital of the 
northern department, refted with mc, as Direftor-Ge- 
neral and Phyfician in Chief of the American Hofpital. 
It appeared, that Boftur Stringer had been impowered 
to take charge of the northern department, the nature 
of which I did not fully underftand : But I thought the 
refolves of July 17, laft. warranted me to call upon 
him, as one of the Dire£lors, for returns of furgeons, 
mates, aad other officers, &c. but then he had wrote 
word to me, that he conceived himfelf to be a fenior of- 
ficer, and upon a fuppofition of our ever coming toge- 
ther, expe£led precedence, fiom that priority, or to 
take rank of me ; and had given me to under^j^nd in 
exprcfs terms, that he never would be accountable to 
rne, or to any pcrfon, but the Commander of the parti- 
cular department where he was, or to the Commander 
in Chief : And referred me to the votes of Congrefs, 
September 14, for the particulars of his appointment. 

^ Having 
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Kaviog no accefs to ihofe votes othcrwife, I informed 
the Secretary, in the letter which I wrote him, of my 
dtiire to avoid interfering wxh Doftor Stringer, in hi» 
department, from any mifconception of the intentions 
of Congrefs 5 and aiked as a favour, that he would be 
plerifed to let me have a copy of the votes, relative t9 
Dodlor Stringer's appointment and infti uctions, and to 
DoOor Shippcn's appointment and inftrudtions, that I 
xniglnknovv whether it was the duty of thole Gentlemen 
to iHTke me the fpecified returns of July tyth, or not. 

Didlie comply with my requcfl ? Or what anfwcr did 
this pcHte, obliging Secretary, return me, and two other 
Gentlemen, Membeis of Congrefs, to whom I alfo 
■Wrote to requeft they would fecond my application to 
hxTXi for copies of the votes and inftrudtions. &c ? He 
fent them not, but in place thereof, in a pofuive nia- 
gtilerial way, give me to tinderftand, (in which hovf- 
evcT, he was greatly miftaken)tbat undoubtedly , at tae. 
appointment of thofe Gentlemen, they had the i-<ia\t 
powers given to them, in all refpeBs^ of nominating rl^eir 
own furgeons, nurfes, &c. in theii- depai tments,, as I 
had ir.ylelf in mine ; and as to rank aiid p' 
dence, and all that nonfenfe (as he called it) thi,; . ; 
nothing in the Journals to eftablifli it.*** 

15y this time, I had obtained from Dofl-, 
him/^:lf a copy of his appointment, and c - 
vefted in him by Congrefs, Sept. 14, i'/Vj 
27) which enabled me to point out his mhlak- 
ihewing him that Dodlor Stringer had no power , 1 
him, by thofe vefolves, of nominariiiji i nngle furj,*^ 
6r any officers whatever, exc " - v.- x 

to exceed four ; a power not ::,y 
of the t rgeons. appointed by nv;, aj eaca -i^-, -.na n-'d 
a powfri of nominating five mates ; and havitig taken the 
liberty to tell this GREA. P MAN ! that 'n v, a^i i' con- 
cerned me to be, well acquainted wrih, f . • r*. e dir^f ion 
of my condu(fl, I preferred a tlate of • " I .ir s^loff"- 
es, on which I could form a judgment : .t. v' o^ n, on 
the fvidence they alForded j and that had he beea 

P leafed 
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pleafed to liave examined ihcfe refolves of Congrcfs, his 
difeWigiug obfervations on rank and precedence, mignt 
have been fpared *, 1 further told him, that men bred 
up in the army, had different notions from what he 
feemed to entertain, and that fuppofuig their rank and 
their pay were to come into competition with each 
other, every officer of fpirit and horlotir, would rather 
facrifice his pay, as of lets confequence, than liis rank ; 
and then aiked him, if it was a matter of no impor- 
tance, how it came to pafs that tl>e Congrcfs, in their 
late refolves, had determi53ed that the furgeons and 
mates of the hofpital fhould take rank of regimental 
furgeons and mates. 

His letter, in reply to this, contained in it feveral ex- 
preffions fo rude, and impertinent to the matterin hand, 
that I chufe to omit them j but he vc;y cynically ob- 
fcrved,, that ** having never been conVcrfant in courts 
or camps, he doubted not that his way of thinkiKg, (as 
if that were to be the ftandard, and fuperctdc the votes 
of Congrefs, of which he ought to have confidered hini- 
felf the fervant, and not the mafter) might appear as 
old fafliioned to them, as thtii- proceedings, at times, 
appear ridiculous lo him, where rank ilands for mei it, 
and that fantaftical thing ca'led honour, (with which, bf 
his inveftiveson it, he gives room enough to fuppofe he is 
little acquainted) fupplys the place of virtue ^tid con- 
cluded with a rhapiody on Commonwealths, that I cc!:t- 
ceived to be very foreign to the fubj ct, as i never r.jked 
for a difplay of his principles, havii^g barely rf qucfied 
fuch information of the refolves of Congrefs r.s inii.ht 
enable me toknow,and to diicharge my duty, the better. 
I only wiflied to gnard again ft breaking do<vn tk of*.- bar- 
riers,' which v.'crc moft iike:y to fetui'c rny laiik and 
authority from innovations upon them ; and which, per- 
haps, fhis very Gf ritlrman might be inflrm.-^enrai ]f, in- 
troducing, afterwa. of, into ibe votes of Oe'lobor gih, 
wjiich 1 conceived I hadfo much rf-afon to complruri of', 
■as the firfr sprmT''- ih^: v."\£ ra^'.ce- to underminf; m? 

commifl-ioA;, 
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'yommiffion, which however could not be thotrotigfaly 
(effected, without attempting likewifc to blow up mj 
reputation, though uafuccelsfuUy. 

T H A T I may at length bring this detail and exa^ 
mination of fafts to a conclufion» I fliall make feme 
abftrails from fcvcral certificates and teftimonials, pre* 
fenced to me by the Gentlemen of the General Hofpi* 
tal who have accidentally fallen in my way, fince the 
affair of my aifmlffion happened, which has enabled me 
to obtain their fentiments on the fubje^t. 

Thefe abftrafts fet forth, that on being called upon 
for the purpofe, and confidcring themfelves in horiour 
obliged to certify fails of which they arc acquainted, 
rcfpeiling the conduft and management of JOHN 
M O R G A N, Efq; lat»Dire6lor-General of the AmC' 
xican Hofpital, and Phyfician in Chief, from being 
officers in faid hofpital, and therefore falling u»der their , 
cognizance. 

To ALL WHOM IT MAY concern 

They teftity, That the faid JOHN MORGAN, 

pave orders to the diffcreat Surgeons of the General* 
Hofpital, to receive under their care all patients belong- 
ing to the army, whether fick or wounded, that were 
duly reported and found to be proper objedls, without 
diftinition, with full power to draw on the faid depart- 
ment for whatever medicinal and other ftores could be 
procured— That the faid Diredlor-General was ever at* 
tentive to any calls which they made upon him, for the 
fupply of the hofpital, and for procuring comfortable 
accommodation, pr®vifion, ncceffaries and refrefh- 
ments for the fick — That in particular inftances, on the 
breaking up of Regimental Holpitals, and routing of 
the fick, by the approach of the enemy, the fick being 
poured upon his care in vaft numbers, without either 
Suipeon, Mare, Qn^artermafter, or anyone officer to 
accompany : Doaov MORGAN having but little 

affifiianca 
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gfllftance foi* fuch amazing and fu^ilen Increafe cf 
numbers, went from houfe to houfe, to procure quar- 
ters for the lick, and provifion for their luppoi t ; in- 
jftruiting the Country People in what manner to take 
charge of them, even to fed§g them provide their meals 
for prefent refrefhment, arid take care for their future 
fuftcnance — Fhat he vifited the hofpitals, going through 
each ward in perfon, to fee that the fick were duly at- 
tended, and provided for-— That he confulted very rea- 
dily with the Surgeons, and gave his aUhlance whene-» 
ver there was occalion, and Oi'ewed a readinefs to re- 
mote any»diiHculty that offered to the utmoft of his 
power—That he performed capital operations himfelf, 
when prefent, ot affiftcd the Surgeons or the hofpital 
therein, and hath ftooped to do the duties of a iriere 
mate, in dreffing the moft firnpie, as well as the moft 
dangerous wounds of the foldiers in the General Hof- 
pital, as an example and encouragement to the^ officers 
under him, to attend carefully to that duty—That if 
the fick have at any time faff.red more than iifual,. ic 
has been from unavoidable accidents, not in his power 
tc •.'■eraedy — That there were no coriiplaints of the fick 
4l.affering in the General Hofpital under »heir care ; but 
that the unealinels which arofe was, concerning the care^ 
and provifion of thofe who were retained in their regi- 
ments, and not reported to the General Hofpital — That 
they hare been witntfTes to his conftant applicarion and 
attention to the duties of his ftaiion, in which his dlli- 
g.-nce, affidnity, care of, and humanity towards the 
fick and wounded, were abundantly evi*i^nt — That the 
principal caufes of the fufFerings of the fick, the laft 
campaign, proceeded from the regimental fick not 
being properly reporced to the General Hoipl|al, and,, 
in fome inftances, to the ftnavoidable fcarcity of par- 
ticular medicines and other ftores, which could not be 
procured, at all times, in fufficient quantities, and not, 
fo far as ever came under their notice, to any want of 
care and attention in the Direilor-General but princi- 
U , 'pally 



jially fiom the ftficattd movements of the aiTuy, which 
expofed the fick and wounded to fufl'erings that could 
in no ways be remedied, under thofe circumftances — 
And are firmly of opinion, that no perfon whatever, 
a«5ing in the ftation of T^ire^lor-General, under the 
fame circumftances, could poffibly have given univer- 
fal fatisfaftion." 

THE above abftrafls are taken from certificates 
figned by John Warre«, Philip Turner, and William 
Euftis, Efquires, Surgeons of the General Hofpital, 
and Ifaac Ledyard, Efq; Apothecary to the General 
HofpitaJ, in the Eaftern Department. Doftor Fofter 
was generally detached, and at a diftance. 1 have never 
feen Doctors Adams, M 'Knight, or Burnet, fince my 
difmiffion, to converfe with them on the fubjeil ; but 
have no doubt of meeting with equal readinefs in them, 
to teftify to the fame faithful difcharge of my duty, 
with the other Gentlemen, whenever they arc called 
upon for that purpofe. But what occafion is there for- 
further evidence. To accumulate it, would, in my opi- 
nion, be as unneceflary as to hold up torches to the fun. 

" When Phcebus does his beams cnfplay^ ^ 
*' To tell msn gravely y that ^tis day^ 
*' Is (0 fiippofe them blind." 

It may not be improper to fay a: few words, refpccl- 
ing the Gentlemen who have afted immediately under 
me ; one of whom is raifed to the rank of Deputy Di- 
re£lor General ; None of them, that I know of, have 
done difcredit to their places. 

However Congrefs may reconcile it to themfelves, and 
to the juflice that is fuppofed to be due to Gentlemen 
cf unexceptionable chara<Sle(|6, that havcvfcived them 
faithfully, and with approved' ability, from the begin- 
ning of the war ; and have dcferved well at their hands, 
for what they have done and fuffercd, from being con- 
Oantly engaged as Surgeons in the Gervval Hofpital, 

lince 
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Cnce its firft cftablifhincRt j to pafs tliem by, and to 
place over their heads fome who were never before ii> 
the fervicc, and others who were their juniors ; they 
have, however unintentionally, done great honour to 
my appointments. Of three Gentlemen whom I jqo= 
minated, and who have ferved under me, as Surgeoss, 
who arc all lever appointed, and wefe the yoiingcft ia' 
the hofpitals of my department, two of them are pro- 
moted, by Congrefs, to (he ftations of Phyiician Gene- 
ral, and Surgeon General, in the Army. Can a ftron- 
ger proof be given of the care and fidelity with which 
1 exercifed that truft, than in employing, as officers ua- 
der me, Gentlemen whom the Congrefs itfelfhasfeen 
fit, fince, to diftinguifli in fo extraordinary a manner ? . 
And when one of the beforementioned Gentlemen, 
who had juft reafon to expert to be noticed amongfk 
the firft appointments in the department, was for fome 
time, at leaft, wholly overlooked, by them, as he was 
to my knowledge, probably, becaufe he could not con- 
fent to be troubling Congrefs, either by himfelf or 
fi lends, with folicitations in his behalf, though they 
were not ignorant of his fervices ; and though brother 
to HIM, who laid down his life in their CAUSE, and 
whofe memory is held facred by them but who, with- 
out deriving merit from any extriofic or adventitious 
circumftances, has conducted himfelf in a manner that 
refisdls honour upon his talents and humanity ! 

If Congrefs could be capable then, of fo long negle«n:- 
mg the known, but modeft worth of Do£lor JOHN 
WARREN, the world may lefs wonder they fliould'" 
fo eafily get over the obligations they owed to myfelf, 
and to their pwn reputation. 

As to the Mates, many of them are raifed to the 
rank of Surgeons of Regiments, and I doubt not, that 
by their fuperior knowledge in the duties of their fta» 
tion, above whaf many of their predeceflbrs enjoyeds^ 
they will rcfleft credit on the General ilofpital, under 
my dircaioB* as a ScUool to qualify tUm for fuperio? 
Cervices* - ■ A? 
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As to myfel/, a*nd the unworthy treatment I have 
met with ; I call it unworthy} for fo-it is, in refpcdt to 
xne, however worthy it may be of the authors of it; 
\vh.itever credit and growing faihe fome n^ay imaging 
they have acquired by it, I confider it not as any difho- 
Hour to me, but to thofe only who have procured it. 
Time, the great revealer of Mdns motives as well as 
actions, will perhaps, one day, unmalk the private and 
difguiTed dellgns of mens who cover them at prelent, 
with, a pretext of public good, but which are vifible by 
their aftions to the quicker fight of difcerning men, 
tvho judge of a tree, not by its appearances, but its 
fi'uits. I do not envy them, but rather wondSr, and 
wlQi them to enjoy the juft reward of their devices. " 

*' Nec D ranees potius, five hdc ejl ira deorwn. 
Mo te hiat froe eft virtus aut gld'ria^ tollat.^' 

X doubt not, but they wil] fail, however, in one parj 
of their-' defign, apd by endeavouring to throw an 
odium on my charafter, fix an indeliable mark on ihar 
ovi^n i and, perhaps, find that injuftice fo fweet to their 
tafte, may, before it is digcfted, bring forth gaul and 
bitternefs, and what they have fovged in deceit and follyi 
they may reap in remorfe and difappointment. 

Leaving them, therefore, to the opinion which the 
jufter and wifer part' of mankind may have of them in 
this proceedirig, and to the operation of that inward 
monitor in their own hreafis, I am Satisfied in having 
hung cut lights to thofe embarked in the fame bottom 
with deiigning men, who fleering amidft rocks- aod 
•quick-fands, " hold themfelves in rcadinefs to plunder 
the veflel they liiejn to wreck." 

I have endeavoured to difcharge my duty in what I 
tindertock from principle, ^according to my degree of 
knowledge ana capacity, with faithfulnefs and diligence ; 
sitid what I value mofc than knowledge or capacity a- 
- lone, with humanity ; from whence rcTults the approba- 
fck>a of a good confcience^ which as my enemies, with 
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all their power, cannot give, fo neither can they talce 
away. Why then fhould I repine at the portion of 
ilifiiculties, that, in times like tbefe, hr^ve fallen ^to my 
• lot, aad which I have nefiher coveted, nor been able to 
Ihun ? Having been born in freedom, I claim it, in 
common with every other freeman, as an indifputable, 
unalienable light, which I have never furrendered to 
any one, to defend my good name from the attacks of 
infidious men, of whatever clafs or denomination. Be 
it ever, therefore, my part to declare, without fear and 
without referve, that true Freedom is my *' unconquer- 
ble delight," and that I am equally a foe to falfe preten- 
ces of liberty, and ** to every fpecies of bondage," but 
moft to that of the mind." 

As to thofe who have made ihemfelves bufy to reflect 
on my character, I confider their envy to be rather a 
proof of merit, than dread the power of their malice to 
affed me, fince, in every age, 

** Ejivy dees merits as its Jhade, pvrfue, 

*' j^nd by the Jhadowy proves the fiihjlunce irue?^ 

But neither pretending, nor wifliing, to derive any 
merit from that lource, I willingly fubjccl the validity 
of the preceeding narrative, and exafl reprefeniation of 
fafls, to the ftrifteft fcrutiny of the impartial and dif- 
intercfted part of the communitjfc: To their equitabje 
and candid decifion therefore, this Defence of my pub- 
lic conduct, againft all the fecret arts and impotent ma- 
lice of a fet of invidious and plotting men, who have 
fought to eftablifli their power and influence, on my 
injured Innocence and Reputation, is chearfuily fub- 
initted- , 
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f*\. The Jtalici Lttttrt (in fartnthefis) in the Mevttrial tt Generil 
Washington, wre, at fir^, Intendtd to point out tc tbofe. parti of the Ap- 
ftnd\;tt''xhkb mwt pa'tkvUtly rtgardtbt faBif there mir.tiuved , but it bting 
after%vards found neceJJ'ary tg change the order of the frotfs and illu^ralions, 
Iht referencti were afterwards dripped, for tie fake of conneSiirg them •with 
thoje fafls, and others tvhicb were omitted in the Memorial, in fbe fiiU tif a 
H7U'mu(d Narrative) /or (it grtattr tajt of the Raidira 
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MeoL. H/st, 

1777 



